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TO 



HER MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY, 
THE QUEEN. 



May it pl£as£ tour Majesty I 

My object in presuming to dedicate the 
following Narrative to your Majesty, is the 
hope of directing your Majesty's attention to 
the cruel sufferings and alleged murder of 
two British oflBcers, who were sent on an im- 
portant diplomatic mission, on your Majesty's 
service, and who appear to have been aban- 
doned in an imaccoimtable manner, by your 
Majesty's Government. 

I consider it my duty to state to your 
Majesty, that the circumstances attending 
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VI DEDICATION. 

this extraordinary case are degrading to the 
British nation, and are of a nature ta dim 
the liistre of your Majesty's crown. 

I consider it my duty also to add, that 
Lieutenant- Colonel Stoddart and Captain 
Conolly are not the only officers who have 
been sent on diplomatic missions to Central 
Asia, and then abandoned. 

Trusting the peculiar circumstances of 
this cruel case will be deemed a sufficient 
apology for my boldness in presuming to 
dedicate this narrative to your Majesty, 

I have the honour to subscribe myself, 
Your Majesty's faithful, 

And devoted Subject, 
JOHN GROVER, 

Caj^in Unattached. 
Londwh Aprily 1845. 
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PREFACE 



FIRST EDITION. 



In the month of July, 1843, I published an 
'* Appeal to the British Nation" on behalf of my 
friend Lieutenant -Colonel Stoddart, and Captain 
ConoUj, British Officers, who were imprisoned by 
the Ameer of Bokhara while employed in the 
service of their country on a diplomatic mission. 
I then stated that these officers had been abandoned 
to their wretched fate by the British Government, 
** which had not even taken the trouble to ascer- 
tain the simple &ct of their existence." 

Now, after a lapse of nearly two years, and 
having collected information from every accessible 
source, I openly and publicly repeat to the world 



Digitized by 



Google 



\ 



VIU PREFACE. 

that assertion ; and I am quite sure, that any one 
who will take the trouble of perusing the following 
narrative, will be satisfied that no other inference 
can be drawn from the fiacts which I now consider 
it my duty to lay before the public. 

The circumstances connected with Colonel 
Stoddart's first imprisonment in the dark well are 
now, for the first time, made known. 

In the present publication I have repeated 
some of the statements which I made in my 
'* Appeal to the British Nation :** this was necessary 
to connect the different parts of the narrative. 
It would have been useless to refer to that work 
which I withdrew from circulation for reasons 
which will appear in the present publication. 

Whenever, in the present work, I have quoted 
the Parliamentary Debates, it has always been from 
Hansard. I have copied the debate verbatiniy 
marking, however, by italics^ those passages to 
which I was desirous of directing the reader's 
particular attention. 

I must express my grateful thanks to the pr^ss. 
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PREFACE. IX 

not only of this country, but of the Continent of 
Europe, and of Asia, for the assistance afforded 
the Committee. 

That Dr. Wolff's generous self-devotion has 
not produced the desired effect, we can only 
express a regret In this world we cannot com- 
mand success — we can only endeavour to deserve it 

Since Dr. Wolff's departure the Committee 
have been most anxious about him, and have had 
forty-six meetings. 

Within a few days of the publication of this 
trifling work Dr. Wolff will be among us ; and I 
hope to see that his generous self-devotion will be 
properly appreciated by the British Nation. 

I trust the critic will bear in mind that this is 
the plain, unvarnished statement of a mere soldier, 
who, at the age of fifteen, was serving his country, 
and was occupied in camps and garrisons during 
that period which most men have the good fortune 
to be able to devote to study. 
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PREFACE 



SECOND EDITION. 



This edition, although it contains sixty pages of 
additional matter, is precisely the same as the first, 
with the exception of the last chapter, in which I 
have laid before the reader, in as brief a manner 
as possible, the evidence I have been able to collect 
concerning the fate of the Envoys, and I have 
given my own opinion as to the probability of 
these unfortunate men being still alive. I have 
added, in an Appendix, a report of the meetings 
at the Crown and Anchor, the Hanover Square 
Rooms, when Dr. .Wolff took leave ; and of the 
meeting at Exeter Hall, to receive him on his 
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Xn PREFACE. 

return. These I have taken from the puhlished 
reports. I have also added the last report of the 
Committee, a corrected list of Suhscribers to the 
Fund, and a complete Index. 

J. G. 

Army and Navy Clvh^ 
June 9, 1845. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Lieutenant Stoddart — Staff Corps — Placed on Half-Pay — 
Secretary of the United Service Institution — Goes to Persia 
as Military Secretary — Siege of Herat — Obtains the Brevet 
Rank of Major — Sent on a Mission to Bokhara — Object of 
the Mission — Reception at Bokhara — Mahsum Berde Reiss 
— Stoddart 'sees the Ameer — Refuses to dismount from his 
Horse — First Interview with the King of Bokhara — Second 
Interview with the Reiss — The Reiss threatens to stab 
Stoddart — Stoddart's Coolness and Presence of Mind — 
Is taken through the Streets bound with Cords — An Inter- 
view with a Mysterious Personage — Stoddart's Mistake — 
Cast into the dark Well — His Companions in the Well — 
Forced to renounce his Religion — Released from the Well 
— Stoddart's Letter to an American Missionary — Avows his 
return to Christianity — Twice again Imprisoned — Supposed 
Cause of these Imprisonments — The King's Chief Cook — 
Subjected to cruel Insults — Nearly Starved to Death — 
Kindness of the King's Physician — Removed to the House 
of the Nayib — A Letter from Colonel Stoddart — Remarks 
on the Letter — Conduct of the British Government — Com- 
ments — Indecent Haste in striking Stoddart's Name out 
of the Army List — Ignorance of Geography — Bokhara 
not in Persia — Army List — Correspondence with the War 
Office — Blunder corrected in the Annual Army List, 
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CHAPTER I. 

In the year 1833, Charles Stoddart, a lieutenant 
in the Staff Corps, was, by reduction, placed on 
half-pay, but with the rank of captain. At that 
time, the post of secretary to the United Service 
Institution was vacant, and among one hundred 
and fifty candidates Captain Stoddart was chosen. 
Being on the council, I became acquainted with 
him, and was fortunately the means of removing 
from him an imputation which affected his honour : 
this. Captain Stoddart often referred to with grate- 
ful feelings. 

In the year 1835, the government resolved to 
dispatch Mr. Ellis on a mission to Persia, and it 
was proposed to Captain Stoddart to be attached 
to that mission as military secretary. He consulted 
me on the occasion, and, by my advice, he accepted 
the proposition. 

When Mr. Ellis left Persia, Captain Stoddart 
was sent to Herat, to endeavour to induce the 
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4 STODDART*S MISSION. 

Persians to raise the siege of that place ; and for 
his conduct on that occasion he obtained the brevet 
rank of major, and local rank of Uwtenant-colonel. 
He, however, only receiv^'lHe intelligence of this 
promotion in June 1841, while a carotive at Bok- 
hara. I; f . 

Had Captain Stoddart consulted me about his 
mission to Bokhara, I should have dissuaded him 
from it. Stoddart was a mere soldier, ja man of 
the greatest braveVy and determination, with a 
delicate sense of a soldier's honour ; but he was a 
man of impulse, with no more power of self-control 
than an infant. To attack or defend a fortress, no 
better man than Captain Stoddart could have been 
found ; but for a diplomatic mission, requiring 
coolness and self-command, a man less adapted to 
the purpose could not readily have been met with. 

Having succeeded in his mission to Herat, he. 
returned to Teheran. 

In the year 1838, Sir John McNeill, Her 
Majesty's ambassador at the court of Persia, gave 
Colonel Stoddart 1000 ducats, and dispatched him 
on a diplomatic mission to Bokhara. He was 
ordered to proceed first to Meimanah, and to en- 
deavour to induce the chief of that place to abandon 
the system of pillage that was devastating the 
north-west frontier of Persia, and, above all things. 
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ARRIVAL AT BOKHARA. 5 

he was instructed to endeavour to put a stop to the 
capture of slaves. At Bokhara he was directed to 
use his hest efforts to ohtain the liberty of any 
Russian prisoners he might find there, and he was 
to conclude a Mendly treaty with the Ameer or 
King of that country. Such were Colonel Stod- 
dart's official' instructions. 

At Meimanah he had but indifferent success, 
and he reached Bokhara two days before the festival 
of Ramazan. At the gate of the city he was re- 
ceived with great distinction by a Mihmandah, and 
was escorted by a troop of cavalry to a house that 
was assigned to him as a residence, and which was 
very near the one occupied by the Vizier, Mahsum 
Berde Reiss. 

Immediately on his arrival. Colonel Stoddart 
thought it his duty to wait upon the Vizier, to 
deliver the letters he had brought from Sir John 
M'Neill, which, unfortunately, were addressed to 
the Goosh Begee, the late Vizier, the news of 
whose disgrace and imprisonment had not reached 
Persia when Colonel Stoddart left that country. 

The Reiss appeared to be excessively mortified 
that the letters should have been addressed to his 
predecessor, and treated Colonel Stoddart with 
great rudeness. The next day he sent for the 
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O REFUSES TO DISMOUNT. 

colonel, but, as the Vizier had not returned his 
visit, he sent for answer that he should not attend* 
The moment this message was communicated to 
Mahsum Berde, he hastened to Colonel Stoddart's 
residence, and now his manner was most violent. 
His first words were, " Do you know that I have 
destroyed all the Ameer's enemies ? '* meaning to 
insinuate that the same fate might await Colonel 
Stoddart should he become suspected. Colonel 
Stoddart replied, that he was extremely glad to 
hear that the Ameer had no longer any enemies. 

The following day, that is the first day of 
Ramazan, the Mihmandah informed Colonel Stod- 
dart that the Ameer* was desirous of seeing him, 
and that he was to proceed on foot to the public 
square, Registan, there to await the Ameer's mes- 
sage. This, Colonel Stoddart positively refused to 
do, stating that he never rendered such a mark of re- 
spect to his own sovereign, and that if he happened to 
go on horseback to the Registan, nothing but force 
should make him dismount. This being reported 

* The Ameer of Bokhara is named Nasr-UIlah- Bahadur 
Khan Melik-el-Mumenin. He was the second son of the 
Ameer Seid, and reached the throne by a series of crimes 
which it is foreign to my purpose to relate, but which the 
reader will find related in Baron de Bode's translation of a 
Russian work just published. 
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AMEER SEES STODDART. 7 

to the Reiss, permission was sent for Colond Stod- 
dart to ga on horseback. He therefore went to the 
public square, dressed in full uniform, accompanied 
by a few attendants, and the whole population were 
astonished at seeing him enter the Registan on 
horseback, and at his extreme audacity in not 
dismounting. 

The Ameer, on his return from the Grand 
Mesjid, traversed the pubUc square, and perceived 
Colonel Stoddart, who remained on horseback, and 
gave a military salute. The Ameer looked at him 
fixedly for some time, and then passed on without 
saying a word. On his return to the palace, he 
sent a maharam (chamberlain) to the Colonel, to 
ask why he had not dismounted. Colonel Stoddart 
answered, that it was not the custom in England, 
and that he could not do otherwise. The Ameer 
then sent to him to say, that he was perfectly satis- 
fied with his conduct ; and invited him immedi- 
ately to come to the palace. On his arrival, they 
conducted him to the corridor which leads to the 
court where the Ameer receives petitions, named 
Arezahnah. While he was waiting to be intro- 
duced, a mahram approached, and asked if he was 
desirous that he should take his servile supplica- 
tions (arzee bendaghanee) to the Ameer. Colonel 
Stoddart, ofiTended by that expression, replied. 
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" That he was no man's slave, and that his servile 
supplications could be addressed to God alone ; and, 
that what he had to communicate to the Ameer, he 
would say to him when admitted to his presence, 
and not till then." Shortly afterwards, the master 
of the ceremonies came to present him. Now the 
Oozbeg etiquette requires, that a person on being 
presented, should be supported by two attendants 
on entering the presence-chamber, who place their 
hands under his armpits. They were proceeding 
in the usual manner, when Colonel Stoddart, igno- 
rant of the customs of the country, imagined that 
they were about to adopt the method formerly em- 
ployed on similar occasions at Constantinople ; i. ^., 
to make him advance rapidly forward, and then' 
iddenly to prostrate him at the sovereign's feet, 
ot being disposed to submit to this humiliating 
iremony, he shook off these attendants. The mas- 
r of the ceremonies now approached ; and fearing 
lat Colonel Stoddart's violence might indicate some 
)stile intention toward the Ameer, he thought it 
s duty to feel the Colonel's clothes, to discover if 
5 had any concealed arms, but his zeal was re- 
arded by a blow, which laid him prostrate ; and 
olonel Stoddart entered alone into the royal pre- 
nce-chamber. Here his ignorance of Oozbeg cus- 
ms produced another blunder. A crier is placed 
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INTEKVIEW WITH THE AMEER. 9 

at the door of the Ameer s hall of audience ; and 
when any one is introduced, he calls out with a 
loud voice, that all present should pray for the hap- 
piness of the king. The Colonel, thinking that 
this request was addressed to him personally, 
gravely placed his two hands hefore him, and com- 
menced in the most solemn manner an extempore 
prayer in Persian. This scene must have appeared 
most extraordinary to the Ameer, he, however, 
kept his countenance; and, having patiently lis- 
tened to the end, he pronounced the usual Allahoo 
AkbeTy and stroked his heard. He then received 
from Colonel Stoddart the letter of which he was 
the bearer, and asked if he had any verbal com- 
munication to make. The Colonel replied that he 
had; and, that when requested he would com- 
municate it. He returned home perfectly satisfied 
with his reception. 

In the evening of the second day of Ramazan, 
L e., on the fourth day after his arrival, his Meh- 
mandah came to invite him to attend the Reiss, to 
receive some orders from the Ameer. He wished 
to put on his uniform, but the Mehmandah told 
him such ceremony was quite unnecessary ; that he 
might present himself exactly as he was ; that the 
least delay would irritate the Reiss, who was on 
the point of starting to a frontier town, named 
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10 THE REISS. 

Kagathan, to inspect a caravan just arrived from 
Russia ; and that, in fact, not a moment was to be 
lost. Colonel Stoddar^ therefore, proceeded at 
once, dressed as he was ; and on entering the court 
which precedes the reception-room, he was startled 
at seeing twelve suspicious-looking persons. His sur- 
prise soon gave way to other feelings, when he was 
suddenly seized behind, thrown to the ground ; and 
his body was so bound with cords, that he was de» 
prived of all motion. Shortly afterwards, the door of 
the saloon opened, and the Reiss himself appeared, 
armed with a long knife. Colonel Stoddart now 
thinking his last hour was come, said in Persian, 
**May God forgive you your sins!" and patiently 
waited the result. The Reiss approached him with 
a furious countenance, placed the point of the knife 
to his breast, and looked at him fixedly for some 
time ; perceiving that he did not move, he began 
to revile him, calling him spy, a man who had 
come from the English to buy Bokhara, as they 
had Caubul, with other abusive expressions. He 
again threatened to kill him ; and having several 
times raised his knife as if to destroy him, he sud- 
denly ordered the people to take him away, and 
departed. Colonel Stoddart was now carried out 
into the street. The rain fell in torrents : the 
silence of his bearers, their horrid countenances, as 
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MYSTERIOUS PERSONAGE. 1 1 

seen by the light of the torches they carried, so 
completely struck him with terror, that he en- 
treated these people to destroy him at once, rather 
than prolong his safferings by thus dragging him 
about from place to place. He was then placed 
upon the ground ; and one of his attendants said to 
him, laughing, that ** he certainly must be a sor- 
cerer, and aware that he was not to be put to 
death ; for that it was impossible that any human 
being could face death with such calm indifference.'* 
This remark consoled him a little, and gave him 
courage. He was taken up again, and carried a 
short distance ; and now his terror was redoublec^ 
for he was led into a dark room, the door of which 
was immediately bolted, and he was laid upon a 
damp plank or board, still bound with cords, so 
that he could not move his limbs. In this horrid 
state of anxiety and suspense, he remained, as he 
imagines, about two hours, when he heard the door 
unbolted. A man entered, preceded by attend- 
ants, who carried candles. This person was so 
completely muffled up, that nothing but his eyes 
could be seen, which seemed to flash fire. He took 
a seat on a raised part of the room, and the candles 
were placed before him. Colonel Stoddart ob- 
served him narrowly, and thought it might possibly 
be the Ameer himself, who had assumed this dis- 
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12 THE DARK WELL. 

guise : the very respectful demeanour of the attend^ 
ants confirmed this idea ; and he, therefore, thought 
it his duty to address him : told him he prayed 
the Almighty would forgive him ; that he had 
done wrong to imprison an innocent man, who had 
come to his state on a mission from the British 
Government, with friendly intentions ; that had he 
not been disposed to receive him, he should have 
notified his pleasure to the Vizier before he was 
allowed to enter the city ; that if he disliked his 
prolonged residence in his capital, he had only to 
order him to leave. The unknown listened with 
silent attention to Colonel Stoddart's speech, and 
then arose, saying, he would communicate all he 
had said ta,.4rthe Ameer. Colonel Stoddart then 
discovered that this man was the chief of the 
police. 

That night he was carried to a subterraneous 
dungeon, which, in fact, was nothing but a well, 
twenty-one feet deep, the only means of descent to 
which was by a rope, by which, also, food was con- 
veyed to the prisoners. Here he found three men, 
companions of his misery, two thieves and a inur- 
derer. He was confined two months in that well. 
He soon made friends with his wretched companions, 
one of whom had been several years in that dreadful 
place ; and having contrived to get some tobacco, 
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THE DARK WELL. 13 

they passed their time smoking* The second day 

of his imprisonment, the executioner descended the 

well with an order from the Ameer instantly to kill 

him if he did not embrace Islamism* Colonel 

Stoddart, his body and mind weakened by the 

horrid sufferings to which they had been submitted, 

to save himself from certain destruction, made the 

required profession of faith. This, however, did 

not ameliorate his position although it saved his 

life.* 

" Ahi dura terra, perch^ non t' apristi ? " 

This horrid dungeon, in which he was confined, 

* My friend, Colonel Stoddart, *wa8 a really sincere and 
devout Christian. A work has recently been published in the 
United States, entitled " A Residence of Eighl'-^ars in Persia 
among the Nestorian Christians," by the Rev. Justin Perkins, 
which will bear out my assertion. In this interesting work I 
find two notices of my friend. The first, at page 402, is as 
follows : — 

" The following note was brought to me to-day, January 
1st, by a Koordish chief, who received it under the walls of 
Herat about fifteen months ago. To make it as secure as 
possible, the Koord ripped open the skirt of his garment, placed 
it between the folds, and again stitched them together. On 
reaching his home, about a thousand miles from Herat, he 
remembered that he had taken a note in charge for me, but had 
forgotten what disposal he made of it. A year afterwards, it 
occurred to him that he had enclosed it within the skirt of his 
garment, and he lost no time in coming a day's journey from the 
mountains back of Oroomiah on purpose to bring it. This was 



Digitized by 



Google 



14 THE DARK WELL. 

swarmed with innumerable ticks, and every disgust- 
ing species of vermin, which are especially reared 

faithful for a Koord. The note was almost worn out, in common 
with the gannent itself, but the writing was still legible. It was 
as follows: — 

"*My dear friend, — By Ismael Aga, a worthy Koordish 

friend of mine, I send a few lines to express the interest I take 

in your undertaking at Oroomiah, in planting the principles of 

the Gospel. May the Almighty bless you in this His special 

service I I received here a very interesting account of your 

proceedings, and of the respect with which you are held, to the 

glory of Christ's name, and your own eternal profit, from 

Ibrahim Khaleel Khan Afishar, also one of your well»wishers. 

Remember me kindly to your circle, and ever believe me, not 

only for the sake of your Work and yourself, but for the sake of 

the friends I have in your land, 

" * Yours sincerely, 

"* Charles Stoddart. 
" * Royal Camp^ near fferaiy 

'''8th Sept. 1838. 

" * P.S. To-morrow, the Shah leaves this with his forces, at 
British recommendation ; and peace is restored to this unhappy 
neighbourhood and city. Thanks to God. C. S.* 

" The writer of the above is LieuU-Colonel Stoddart, the 
ofEcer sent by the ambassador to announce to the king the de- 
mand of the English government, that his Persian Majesty 
should raise the siege of Herat." 

At page 507, I find the following : — 

'* It is a most interesting circumstance, that among the Eng- 
lish who are scattered through the East, there is a large number 
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THE DARK WELL. 15 

to annoy the wretched prisoners ; and should this 
prison, by any extraordinary chance, be without an 
inmate, that the vermin might not perish, they are 
supplied with rations of raw meat. 

Many of the indignities my unfortunate friend 
was subjected to in this wretched prison were of 

of devotedly pious men ; and among them, many military and 
civil officers of high standing, who are not ashamed to be known 
as the bumble servants of God, as well as the faithful servants 
of their country. A late British envoy to the court of Herat, 
in East Persia, was Colonel Todd, who was previously some 
time in Persia. He is a devout Christian, and has repeatedly 
cheered us with his counsels and letters. Colonel Stoddart, 
another pious officer, was envoy to the yet more distant court 
of Bokhara, which is one of the strongest holds of the religion 
of the false prophet, and one of the most inaccessible points, 
and least known to Europeans, in all Central Asia. Mahom- 
medan bigotry, on his first ariival there, cast him into prison ; 
and, as it is reported, submitted to him the fearful alternative of 
conversion to that bloody faith or a violent death. He, how- 
ever, who shut the lions' mouths, that they should not harm 
Daniel in their den, preserved this His servant, also, unharmed 
amid the perils of his distant and gloomy confinement; and, 
under the pressure of his own trials, Colonel Stoddart forgot not 
us and our labours in Persia, but still cheered us with fraternal 
epistles. 

^'Need I say, that such English officers — and scores of 
them — yes, many scores there are, scattered over the wild re- 
gions, and posted on the high places of benighted Asia, are 
missionary pioneers, rapidly preparing the way for the spread 
of the gospel I " 
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16 CAUSE OF HIS IMPRISONMENT. 

such a horrid nature, that I have not ventured to 
puhlish them. 

Surely the contemplation of the suflferings I have 
already related of a noble-minded British officer, 
suflFering in his country's cause, whose government 
has left him to his fate, is enough to make "an 
angel weep ; " and if thou, gentle reader, art not 
thus aflFected, I would ask 

" Se non piangi, di che pianger suoli ?" 

For my part, the blood tingles at my fingers' ends 
whilst I write these horrors. 

After having been above two months in this 
noisome dungeon he was removed to the house of 
the chief of the police, he then openly announced 
his return to Christianity, and that his avowal of 
Islamism was forced from him. The chief of the 
police (Meeree Schab) informed him that all his 
property had been seized by the Ameer, his papers 
burnt, and his instruments sold by auction ;* that 
^the Reiss had been the cause of his imprisonment, 

♦ Colonel Stoddart*s sextant was brought to Orenburg, and 
General PeroiFsky kindly purchased it, with the intention of 
restoring it to Colonel Stoddart's family; it was, however, lost. 
During my recent visit to Russia I saw several books this 
unfortunate prisoner had used at Bokhara, with his annotations 
on the margin. 
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haTing persuaded . the Ameer, that the letters 
brought by Colonel Stoddart were forgeries ; that 
he had only come to Bokhara for traitorous pur* 
poses ; and that, in fact, he was nothing but an 
infamous spy. 

During the years 1839-40 Colonel Stoddart 
was again twice imprisoned, but happily not in the 
well, and he was as often taken into favour. The 
Ameer never stated any reason for the first of these 
imprisonments. The Colonel attributed the second 
to the Ameer's apprehension that he might escape 
to, or communicate with. Sir Richmond Shakspear, 
who was, during that period, at Khiva. 

After the third imprisonment the Ameer had 
Colonel Stoddart removed to the palace, and placed 
under the surveillance of the chief cook (doster* 
hanchi), named Abd-ool*Halik, who afterwards 
became, and it is believed is now. Grand Vizier of 
Bokhara ; he having rendered great service to the 
Ameer in his male harem. Here Colonel Stod- 
dart's life was passed in a more agreeable manner, 
although strictly watched, and subject to the insults 
which every one was at liberty to inflict upon a 
Christian, who had relapsed from Islamism. These 
insults, anxiety, and the restraint to which he was 
subject, now brought on a serious attack of typhus 
fever. The servants of Abd-ool-Halik, thinking 
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that Colonel Stoddart was too weak to complaixi, 
and caring Iktte for the life of a ChrktiaxK^ left him 
for several days without food} and he would un- 
doubtedly have perished had not the Ameer sesi>t 
his physician, Mausam-e-Djooneet, an excellent 
man, who saved his life, by seeing that wholesome 
food was brought to him daily. 

After a long and lingering convalescence the 
Ameer transferred him to Naib Abd-ool-Samet 
Khan, one of the greatest scoundrels in Bokhara 
(in whose house Dr. WolflF was received on his 
arrival at Bokhara, by order of the Ameer)- Here 
he had certainly greater liberty ^ and, for the first 
time, found means to communicate with his friends 
at Cabul ; this fellow having been, undoubtedly, 
well paid for allowing it. 

After Cdonel Stoddart's first imprisonment 
reports reached England that he was murdered, 
and his family immediately put on mourning ; but 
in the year 1841, several letters were received from 
him, in which he entreats his friends nevef to 
believe any rdmonrs of his death. 

The following remarkable letter was written 
by Colonel Stoddart at this time, and reached 
London on the 3d November, 1841 ; and in laying 
it before the public, I think it right to state, that 
when I commwiicated the original to the Secretary 
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of State for Foreign AAurs, I was official^ mfornwd 
that varions commttnications had been received from 
Colonel Stoddart during the years 1839-40. 

'*Bohhara, 26lA June^ 184L 

10 P.M. 

'^ A painful three years have passed away without my 
being able to hear and give any news, and I venture to 
inquire of my kind friends what they are doing, and to 
beg a line in reply, to be forwarded by Persia, and left at 
the Foreign 0£Bce. 

*^ May God have protected you, as He has me, and 
spared many blessings in His mercy to cheer your life ! 
To me, all that is left in this world of change, is to the 
good ; for I was gone myself for a time, and had fairly 
counted not what I left behind, but those I was hoping 
to rejoin in the mercy we rejoice in, assured that the 
loiterers would soon follow, and top Death's grizzly fence. 
My time, however, was not yet come ; and I have again 
advanced ^ once more into the breach' before me ; and, 
whenever that call may come, pray that my heart may be 
well strung with joy in Him who has led us, and whom 
we know we never should leave as our only hope and 
strength. 

^^ You must not expect a detailed letter from me, as 
I am not free to relate all my work at Bokhara, suffice it 
that the obstacles which opposed me at the onset have 
melted like snow in the midsummer-sun, slowly and 
surely ; and I am now only waiting a letter from Govern- 
ment to leave the field we have won. . . . The Oozbegs 
have all along been those who solitudinem faeiunty &e. ; 
and my aj^arftnce here, after the success at Heraut, 
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somewhat palled their sensibilities ; and when the sword 
at Cabal, and the scabbard at Khiva, effected such im- 
mense changes upon the status quo, our agency was 
regarded as Heaven-directed ; and these people, who, on 
my arrival, professed never to have heard who the English 
were, trembled at their new neighbours, and now depre- 
cate their wrath. They call it the Indus expedition, but 
its effects have been felt to the Baltic .... I received a 
packet for the first time since July, 1838, last week ; and 

find myself, to my surprise, an old Majer of '39 

I was describing the pace of Colleton's pontoon raft 
system, adapted as a steamboat on the Hudson, where 
it was called a ' cigar boat,' one of my hearers, who has 
been in India, said, * I have seen so many able things 
produced by you Frangies, that I fear, at'last, you will 
all become disbelievers, even in the existence of a God.* 
I shuddered at the idea, but it is too true that wisdom, if 
not founded on its • beginning' and knowledge, too often 
leads vain man astray. These people have a story, that 
Plato was contemporary with our Saviour, and hearing of 
His miracles, declared it was from God, but that it was 
addressed to the ignorant ; and that the learned and wise 
were not required to conform to it ! Alas ! how truly this 
false story caricatures the practical fact .... 

" Yours sincerely, 

" Charles Stodoart." 

At this period I wrote to Colonel Stoddart, 
assuring him that I would never believe any re- 
ports of his death. This letter I sent through the 
Foreign Office, and never received any answer. 
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What must have been the feelings of my 
wretched friend when he wrote that beautiful, 
touching epistle I Let us pause a moment to 
consider his position. Colonel Stoddart was sent 
on a special mission of great importance by the 
British government. He had fully achieved the 
purpose for which he had been sent, after having 
been three times imprisoned, and subjected to such 
horrors that it is wonderful how even his iron 
constitution could have borne up against them. 
He might easily have left Bokhara ; but he says, 
after having overcome all the obstacles which 
opposed him at the commencement, he was anxiously 
waiting an order from the government to ^^ leave 
the field he had won /*' Did such an order reach 
him ? I say, No I Was it ever written ? No copy 
of any such letter was to be found among the mass 
of documents which were submitted to me by the 
Earl of Aberdeen's direction — no document that 
could lead me to believe that any — the slightest— 
effort had been made by the British government in 
behalf of this faithful envoy. And why should 
there be ? Who was Colonel Stoddart ? Was he 
dlied to the aristocracy ? Had he parliamentary 
or other influence ? Had he relations who were 
likely to raise a clamour if their relative had been 
abandoned ? None of these. Colonel Stoddart was 
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a mere soldier of fortiuie — a brave, honourable, 
honest man — and, therefore, not worth thmkiAg 
about. Had he been even a regular hrei diploma- 
tist, there might have beai some reasrai for esa^ 
tkm ; but to make any stir concenuiig a man about 
whom it was not likely any one would care, unless 
to inquire about his arrears of pay or salary, really 
the idea must have appeared quite absurd to the 
diplomatic gentlemen in their comfortably warmed 
and carpeted rooms in Downing Street ; and, per- 
haps, they may smile now while they contemplate 
the horrible sufferings of their victims, which a 
little exertion on their part might have averted. 

A government having extensive relatioQS like 
the British, has frequently occasion to send intelli- 
gent men on important missions attended with great 
personal danger. The uninitiated reader would 
naturally think that one of the regular experienced 
diplomatii^ would be sent on these important 
occasions. By no means. These gentlemen never 
go where there is personal dang^. They look out 
for a Colonel Stoddart. Should the mission succeed, 
the gentlemen in Downing Street take to themselves 
credit for their sagacity in sending him ; should 
it fail, they call their envoy an " innocent travellery*^ 
and coolly say, ** Que diable allait il faire dans cette 
galere.** 
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Count WoroQzowy in presence of the British 
minisjtar at St. Paterthurg, when I was craving the 
£anperor*6 aid for Dr. Wolff, Count Woronzow, I 
saj^ actiuUf blamed Colonel Stoddart for not having 
abandoned his post when General Perofisky had 
procured his liberation. I told the Count, my 
friend had acted perfectly right in sacrificing his 
life rather than bis honour. 

The gentlem^i in Downing Street have adopted 
a mode of proceeding with these military diploma^ 
tists which must materially diminish their labour, 
and totally put an end to the necessity of even the 
appearance of anxiety. It is simply to say they are 
dead : " The man*^ dead, and there's an end on't." 

In the case of my unfortunate firiend, no sooner 
did Saleh Mahommed's lying statement (the man is 
now a convicted scoundrel) reach Downing Street, 
when these gentlemen, without even taking the 
trouble to send to the Royal Geographical Society 
to inquire in what part of the world Bokhara was 
situated, officially announced that Colonel Stoddart 
had died at " Bokhara in Persia /*' I can assure 
the reader that I am not joking now ; the above 
melancholy fact will be found in the " Monthly 
Army List" for March 1843- Fearing that this 
display of ignorance might be perpetuated in the 
" Annual Army List," I wrote to the Secretary-at- 
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War a letter, in which I expressed to him my 
desire to avert such a misfortune, and respectfully 
informed him that Bokhara was an independent 
nation, more than twice as hig as England and 
Wales, and that it had no more to do with Persia 
than with Russia or China. 

I received in reply a letter of thanks, and an 
intimation that the word " Persia *' would be left 
out in the "Annual Army List." And so it 
was I 
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CHAPTER II. 

The King of Bokhara wishes to send Stoddart with an Embassy 
to Russia — Stoddart*s Patriotic Refusal — Remarks on Stod- 
dart's Noble Conduct — An English Soldier's Sense of Duty 
— ^Why a French Soldier has more Reason to have Confix 
dence in his Government than the British Soldier has — 
What is Courage? — The Roman Gendarme — Attempt to 
poison Stoddart — King of Bokhara writes to Queen Vic- 
toria — Arrival of a Russian Embassy at Bokhara — Stoddart 
removes to the House of the Russian Ambassador — ^Noble 
Conduct of M. Kostromitinoff — Captain Conolly asks per- 
mission to visit Bokhara — Obtains leave of the King of 
Kokan to leave hb Dominions on Certain Conditions — The 
Ameer grants Conoliy's Request — Conolly ordered to re* 
side with the Naib — Applies for Permission to see Stod- 
dart — Stoddart ordered to return to the Naib's — Gloomy 
Reports — Conolly 's first Audience with the Ameer — Conolly 
accused of being a Spy — A Messenger brings a Letter 
from Lord Palmerston — Lord Palmerston*s Messenger De- 
capitated— ^Stoddart's Account of Lord Palmerston's Letter 
— Ameer considers this Letter a Grave Insult — Treats the 
Officers with greater Cruelty — General Peroffsky demands 
Stoddart's Release — Stoddart s Noble Conduct — Author's 
Interview with General Peroffsky — ^Innocent Travellers — 
Lord EUenborough's Letter to the King of Bokhara — The 
Russian Embassy leaves Bokhara. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHAPTER 11. 

The Khig of Bokhara detemnned to send ma 
emhossj to Ri)^ia, and fnx^ioeed to Colonel Stod- 
dart to acccsnpaiiy it The Colonel replied that fae 
would most willingly do so ; but that he oouUL not 
without £rst obtaming the permission of his govern- 
ment. 

DreadM mast have been the straggle <rf my 
|>oor friend's feelings da that anxious occasion. 
Had he accepted the King of Bokhara's ofifer, in a 
coiq^e of iiH)Bliis lie would have been at Orenburg 
free ; aad in two months more, he might have been 
in England. The rtruggle betwe^i the love of 
liberty and his position of British £nvoy, must 
have been severe ; but so well do I know toy poor 
friend's principles, that I am sure that struggle, 
agoni^ as it must have been, was momentary; 
one jshort word would instantly disperse all doubt : 
that word was «^<^,-^a word always present in the 
mind of a true soldier^ The victim calmly resigns 
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28 WHAT IS COURAGE ? 

himself to his fate, relies upon the mercy of his 
God, and leaves the responsibility of the conse- 
quences to those who imposed the duty upon him. 

It is this sense of duty, implicit obedience to 
orders, and a firm belief that no one is exposed to 
unnecessary danger, that make the British soldier 
or sailor what he is. 

My opinion is, that moral, and even physical 
courage are no£ innate, but acquired qualities ; and 
that if Spaniards and Neapolitans do not fight like 
Frenchmen or Englishmen, the reason is, that they 
are by no means sure that they will not be aban- 
doned by their chiefs, or their government, while 
the English soldier is quite sure that he will not be 
abandoned by his commander, or exposed to need- 
less danger. Should he, however, reflect upon the 
order given to abandon the prisoners at Caubul, 
and upon the fate of Colonel Stoddart and Captain 
ConoUy, he may not have quite the same confidence 
in his government. Now, a French soldier has no 
occasion either to distrust his commander or his 
government. 

Some years ago, travelling between Rome and 
Naples, the country was so infested with brigands 
that an escort was declared to be necessary, and I 
had four mounted carabinieri to guard my carriage, 
commanded by a corporal, who rode with a loaded 
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THE CARABINIERE. 29 

carabine on the coach-box. I took my seat by his 
side and found him very intelligent, and by his own 
account an old soldier. In the course of conyer- 
sation I asked him whether, in case of an attack, I 
could depend upon his men to defend us. 

He very coolly replied, " Certainly not, that for 
his own part he should take care of his own skin.'* 

I expressed my astonishment that a soldier should 
think of running away, and still more, that he should 
have the effrontery to avow it. 

He replied, ** Captain, such as you see me, a 
mere corporal of carabinierij I am incapable of 
telling you a lie ; you have put the question to me, 
and I have told you the truth. I am aware that an 
escort of English cavalry would allow themselves 
to be cut to pieces rather than abandon their charge ; 
but the cases are totally different.** 

"How so?" 

^' Suppose now, an English corporal, in perform* 
ance of his duty, had his arm shot off, what would 
be the consequence ?" 

"Why, he would receive his discharge and a 
pension, which would render him comfortable for 
the rest of his days. And you ; suppose you lost 
an arm?"* 

" I should be discharged, certainly ; but as to 
the pension (here he gave a comical whistle) — ^no, 



Digitized by 



Google 



so ATTEMPT TO FOISOIT. 

nOf I slmAi be asking adnts at the a>Fii«r of tbe^ 
street in the name of Si. Geisnaro; As a corpcnral 
of g^enscParmes with my paj^ which is but small, 
smd the regah, which noble gentlemen like sua 
excellenza are in the habit of presenting me (here 
he took off his cocked hat with one hand, and 
extended the other slowly towards me, as he saw 
me taking a crown from ray pocket), with these 
I contrire to live and enjoy myself ; in fact I am so 
content with my present position that I am deter* 
mined to keep a whole skin, as the only means of 
maintaining it. Offer vs discbarges and pex^ions— 
shew us that if taken by the brigands we are not 
abandoned by the government, and you will find 
that we Neapolitans can fight as well as you 
English."* 

After this rather long digression I return to my 
narratiye. 

Colonel Stoddart now frequfenitly observed that 
the Naib made attempts to poison hiniy and be waa 
constantly on hi& guard ; this wretch wasy probably, 

* Only let the idea get abroad that English diReers are to 
be abandoned by the government ; that an being sent on em^ 
bassies they may be imprisoned, and even murdered, with 
impunity ; and, like the Neapolitan corporal, they will begin to 
take care of themselves, and encumber their brains with reason- 
logs about "expediency" and *' untoward events." 



Digitized by 



Google 



AMEER WKITX8 TO TSE OUEEK. 91 

drrerted from Iris inte&tkn hj the kopet of a coiw 
^erabie recompense, with wliiefa Cofenel Stoddtrt 
soeceeded in exeiting kis wrarice* 

At this period the Ameer shewed hhn marks 
of kindness, tr^»ted him with great diatinetion, and 
asked kim to resilver his mirrors, to aaake tber- 
n^metersy and eawUes which would bum without 
sm«^ke. 

A letter ik>w arrived from the Sultan to the 
Ameer, desiring hhn to restore Cc^ooel Stoddart 
to liberty* This induced the Ameer to address a 
letter to the Queen of England^ in which (according 
to Coldnel Stoddairfs statement) the Ameer asked 
her M^asty i! she would be reconciled to him in 
ca»e he restored the Colonel to liberty. 

In the year IS^I, as soon as the intelligence of 
the arrival of the Russian Embassy reached Bokhara, 
the Ameer publicly announced that it waahia inten- 
tion to send Cc^onel Stoddart home by Orenburg, 
wkelt the Embassy left; and be even restored to 
Mm some of hia property, among other things, his 
sword sbeA cocked hat. 

On the 7th of September, 1841, the Russian 
miasion had thmr first interview with Colonel Stod- 
dart, said delivered to him the letters with which 
tbey wiare charged. 

Shortly afterward^ when tl^ Amoer statf ted for 
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Kokan, with whicfh country he was at war, he 
ordered Colonel Stoddart to reside in the house of 
the Russian embassy ; and he accordingly took up 
his residence there, and was most kindly received. 
The Vizier was most anxious to oppose this, and 
retain Stoddart with him ; but when Mirza Zic- 
hariah, one of the Vizier's people, came to the 
embassy, demanding, in the name of the Vizier^ 
that Colonel Stoddart should be given up, the 
Colonel prayed most earnestly that they would not 
allow him to go, as he was sure he should be put 
to death. The Russian Envoy having reassured 
him, sent with him his interpreter, M. Kostro- 
mitinoff, with positive orders not to return, unless 
accompanied by Colonel Stoddart. The Vizier 
wishing to retain Colonel Stoddart, M. Kostro- 
mitinoff seized him by the hand, and declared that 
he would not depart without him. They were then 
both allowed to return to the embassy. 

Such was the state of affairs up to the 11th 
November, 1841, on which day the Ameer granted 
Captain ConoUy's request to visit Bokhara. Im- 
mediately Colonel Stoddart sent Captain Conolly's 
letter to the Ameer making this request, it was 
granted; for several merchants had reported to 
him that that officer's mission to Central Asia was 
to endeavour to excite the sovereigns of Kokan 
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and Khiva against him; and he was, therefore, 
most anxious to get Captain Conolly into his power. 
So great, indeed, was his anxiety, that as the state 
of war with Kokan rendered the transmission of a 
letter to that city an affair of great difficulty and 
danger, he promised freedom to a slave, if he 
should succeed in conveying his answer to Captain 
Conolly. 

Encouraged hy the kind and courteous terms 
in which the Ameer granted his request. Captain 
Conolly, after much trouble, succeeded in obtaining 
the permission of the King of Kokan, Mohammed 
Ali, which was only granted on condition that he 
went round by Tashkend, so that he might not 
become acquainted with the road the Ameer would 
have to follow to reach Kokan. 

After many difficulties, in consequence of the 
state of the country. Captain Conolly sdcceeded in 
reaching Djizakh, where the governor informed 
him that the Ameer was at Hodjend. He hastened 
there, expecting a kind reception j the Ameer had, 
however, already left that town, and Captain Conolly 
overtook him at a place called Mehram. 

The Ameer being informed of Captain Conolly *s 
arrival, ordered his immediate attendance. He was 
conducted to a tent without a carpet, where he was 
allowed to remain two hours unnoticed. An order 

D 
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then came from the Ameer that he was to go to 
the Naib, Abd-ool Samet Khan, who accompanied* 
the army ; and this man was ordered to convey 
him immediately to Bokhara, where they arrived 
on the 9th of November, 1841, 

The very day of his arrival Captain ConoUy 
sent a note to Colonel Stoddart, informing him that 
his desire and intention were to have called upon 
him immediately on his arrival to pay his respects, 
but that the Naib had opposed this, saying that 
such a step was completely opposed to Oozbeg 
usages. Colonel Stoddart being most anxious to 
see a fellow-countryman, requested the Russian 
mission to obtain the Ameer's permission that an 
interview might be allowed ; and the Russian envoy 
immediately made an application to the Ameer for 
that purpose. 

Now the Naib, seeing that Colonel Stoddart's 
residence at the Russian embassy deprived him of 
a considerable source of profit, applied to the Ameer, 
and succeeded in persuading him, not only to allow 
the interview requested, but to order that Colonel 
Stoddart should remove altogether, and take up 
his residence with Captain Conolly in the Naib's 
house. 

At this time the most gloomy reports were 
spread throughout Bokhara concerning the fate th^ 
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Ameer intended for his new guest. Imprisonment 
was the mildest punishment according to these 
rumours, and that was considered as certain. 

In consequence of the Ameer's order, much to 
the regret of the whole Russian mission, Colonel 
Stoddart took his leave of them on the 11th of 
November, 1841, and went to reside at the Naib's. 

The better to deceive Colonel Stoddart, the 
Ameer that very evening declared publicly at the 
entrance of the Russian embassy, that he should 
order that officer to accompany the mission to 
Russia. 

On the 15th of November, 1841, Captain 
Conolly was, for the first time, ordered to the 
palace : an audience with the Ameer was not 
granted ; he was questioned by the master of the 
ceremonies, and was asked, " What he came for ? 
what he intended doing? and whether he had 
brought any letters ? " 

The next day, the l6th, both officers were 
ordered to attend the palace* They were admitted 
to the Ameer's presence — coldly received, but ob- 
tained permission to visit the Russian embassy. 

From this time to the 28th or 29.th of Novem- 
ber nothing particular occurred, but at that time 
the Naib, terrified by the sinister reports that were 
circulated in the town as to the ultimate intention 
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of the Ameer with respect to these officers, and not 
wishing that the Ameer's anger should reach them 
in his house, represented to his master that he was 
too poor to support them with Captain Conolly's 
numerous suite ; and, in consequence, the Ameer 
assigned to them a house in the town, and granted 
them three tillas (1/. lOs.) per diem for their 
support. 

On the 2d December the Ameer ordered these 
gentlemen again to the palace; and, addressing 
Captain ConoUy, said, " That as he had not 
brought any letters for him he suspected he was a 
spy ; that Bokhara was not so easy to conquer as 
Affghanistan ; that he would put him in prison ; 
and that, then the English would only have to 
come with some troops to rescue him!^ 

Captain ConoUy replied, " That the Queen of 
England never employed such subterfuges with 
foreign powers ; and that it was an offence to ima- 
gine for a moment that a government, powerful as 
the British, could descend to such duplicity as the 
Ameer imagined." 

The Ameer then dismissed them, and they were 
forced to pass a wretched night in the palace. On 
the following day, however, they were allowed to 
return to their residence. 

At this time a messenger arrived, bringing 
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LORD PALMERSTON's LETTER. 37 

important letters to Colonel Stoddart. This man 
was immediately conducted to the palace^ and the 
letters were taken to the Ameer, who ordered the 
bearer of them to be chained to the wall of the 
pa^fsage which leads to the presence-chamber. In 
a short time one of the Ameer's people came to this 
messenger, and said, " Can you say the true be- 
liever's prayer?" 

The man began : " There is but one God, and 

" Here he hesitated, having in his fright 

forgotten the remainder ; and in an instant his head 
was struck off ! 

The arrival of the letters brought by this man 
threw a momentary ray of hope on the fate of the 
unfortunate British officers, as among them was 
Lord Palmerston's answer to the letter which the 
Ameer had addressed to the Queen of England in 
the year 1840. 

In this letter Lord Palmerston writes in English 
to the Ameer ; that the Queen is disposed to re- 
establish amicable relations with him ; and that the 
Governor-General of India had already received 
an order to enter into direct relation with the 
Ameer, by sending to him one of bis officers. 

At first the Ameer seemed disposed to receive 
this communication favourably ; but on reflection, 
lie told the officei's that he considered dll this as a 
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mere evasion — that he was not sa^sfied — that the 
letter came only from the Vizier — that the Quem 
herself ought to have replied to his letter. 

Since the arrival of that unfortunate letter, the 
communication hetween the Ameer and the officers 
became daily more and more disagreeable, especially 
after the intelligence reached Bokhara of the exter- 
mination of the British troops at Cabul and of the 
death of Sir Alexander Bumes. 

On the I6th of December, 1841, the Ameer 
gave orders to the Affghan Ambassador, who had 
accompanied Captain Conolly, to leave Bokhara in 
twenty-four hours j and on the 20th of December 
he arrested the two officers in the lodging of the 
chief of the artillery. This was the fourth im- 
prisonment. 

Captain Abbott relates in the account of his mis- 
sion to Khiva, that the Russian General Peroffsky 
demanded that Colonel Stoddart should bo given up 
to the Russian Government : that the Ameer had 
Colonel Stoddart brought from the dark well in 
which he was imprisoned, introduced to his pre- 
sence, explained to him the demand of the Russian 
Government, asked whether the Russians were 
likely to treat him well, and what he thought of 
the proposal. Colonel Stoddart re^^lied, "The 
Russians would, undoubtedly, treat me wellj but 
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when my own government demands me, what will 
your highness answer?'' That the Ameer was 
much struck with the nobleness of such an answer 
from one who was a prisoner and hourly in danger 
of death ; and, taking off his rich cloak of sables, 
made them clothe Colonel Stoddart in it, and lead 
him on horseback through Bokhara. 

Captain Abbott further states that General 
Peroffsky afterwards confirmed the fact of his 
attempt to release Colonel Stoddart. 

On my arrival in St. Petersburg in September 
last, the first officer that did me the honour to visit 
me was this General Peroffsky : on thanking him 
for his kind exertions on behalf of my friend, as 
related by Captain Abbott, the General informed 
me that he was Governor of Orenburg, when, by 
directions of the Russian Government, he demanded 
Colonel Stoddart's release, as a *^ private travelier;" 
that Colonel Stoddart was immediately set at liberty; 
and General Peroffsky was informed that he refused 
to leave Bokhara at the solicitation of Russia* 
This information astonished him much, but con- 
sidering Colonel Stoddart merely as a traveller, he 
gave himself no further trouble about the matter. 
General Peroffsky assured me that, had he been 
aware that the Colonel had been a diplomatic 
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agentj he could have had him brought to Oren- 
burg without the least difficulty. 

Is it not a most extraordinary circumstance that 
a British envoy should be claimed as a *^ private 
traveller?'' Had this been the only instance of 
such an application on behalf of Colonel Stoddart, 
one would be disposed to imagine that it resulted in 
a mistake, — that General Peroffsky and the Russian 
Government might have been ignorant of Colonel 
Stoddart's real position at Bokhara; we must, 
however, consider that the only effort made by the 
British Government on behalf of Colonel Stoddart 
and Captain ConoUy (at least as far as I could 
learn at the Foreign Office, where they professed to 
have laid before me all the documents relating to 
this affair), was contained in a most extraordinary 
letter, addressed by Lord EUenborough to the King 
of Bokhara, on assuming the government of India. 
This letter was not among the mass of documents 
laid before me by Lord Aberdeen's direction in the 
first instance. Having attentively read all those 
documents in the presence of Mr. Hammond at the 
Foreign Office, I expressed my astonishment to that 
gentleman, that among this immense mass of papers 
there was not the smallest scrap that could lead me 
to imagine that the government had made any effort 
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whatever on behalf of these unfortunate captives. 
It was then that Mr. Hammond drew firom another 
receptacle a copy of Lord Ellenborough's memo- 
rable letter, and, handing it to me with a look 
of triumph, exclaimed, **You will see, Captain 
Grover, we have done something.** On reading 
this letter, my astonishment was so great, that it 
absolutely fell from my hands, and I said to Mr. 
Hammond, ^^ You call this doing something for my 
friend ? If this letter should have reached its de- 
stination, all our efforts now are futile. This letter 
must have been the death-blow to my unfortunate 
friend." Mr. Hammond looked at me with asto- 
nishment ; he had evidently forgotten or misappre- 
hended the effect that letter must infallibly have 
produced had it reached its destination. He looked 
at me anxiously for an explanation, which I tfius 
gave him : " You call this letter an effort made by 
the British Government for the relief of their 
envoys ; now, in this letter. Lord EUenborough 
denoiuices them as liars and spies. You will recol- 
lect that Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conolly 
were imprisoned by the Ameer of Bokhara under 
the suspicion of having falsely assumed the titles of 
envoys, to spy into the weakness of the land. Now, 
what says Lord EUenborough's letter ? That he is 
informed that two Englishmen are detained prisoners 
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at Bokhara J that all good and enlightened sove- 
reigns protect instead of injuring ^innocent tra- 
vellers ; ' he therefore trusts his Majesty will order 
their release ; and he will engage they shall never 
more enter his dominions I " 

Can any comment of mine heighten the indig- 
nation every Englishman must feel on reading this 
statement ? 

The Russian embassy left Bokhara on the 17th 
April, 1842, when Colonel Stoddart and Captain 
Conolly were both alive. A letter was received 
from Captain Conolly at Cabul, which is mentioned 
in Lady Sale's and Lieutenant Eyre's narratives. 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



CHAPTER HI. 

Why the Author determined to investigate the Reports of the 
Death of Stoddart and Conolly — French Officers at Algiers 
— Congress at Florence — Remarks of a French General — 
Author arrives in England — Interview with Lord Fitzroy 
Somerset — Author determines to go to Bokhara — Writes to 
the Military Secretary — Interview with Mr. Addington — 
Saleh Mohammed's Story— His Story to Dr. Wolff at Meshed 
— Correspondence with Mr. Addington — Dr. Wolff proposes 
to go to Bokhara — Author's First Interview with Dr. Wolff 
— Public Meeting— Conmiittee appointed — Interview with 
the Secretary of State. 
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CHAPTER III. 

The reader may, perhaps, be curious to know 
how it happened that, notwithstanding the govern- 
ment had officially announced in the " Army List " 
the death of Colonel Stoddart, and that the families 
of Colonel Stoddart and Captain ConoUy had deter- 
mined to mourn for them a second time^ that I 
alone should doubt the authenticity of the intelli- 
gence which satisfied the government and the fami- 
lies, as I did on the previous occasion. After 
Colonel Stoddart's family had mourned for him on 
the first occasion, and this unfortunate victim wrote, 
desiring them not to believe any rumours of his 
death, I wrote to assure him that he had, at least, 
one friend who would never believe him dead on a 
mere rumour. 

In the year 1840, being at Algiers, some French 
officers made some remarks to me about the sacri- 
fice of British diplomatic agents in Central Asia, 
to which I did not pay much attention. On the 
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following year, attending the Scientific Congress at 
Florence, as a Fellow of our Royal Society, the first 
Committee named was to examine and experiment 
upon a substance which, it was declared, would 
resist musket-balls, and on this committee of four 
I had the honour of being nominated. The Grand 
Duke ordered that the experiments should be per- 
formed in his presence. The affair attracted the 
curiosity of all Florence, and brought me in commu- 
nication with most of the distinguished naval and 
military men who were then in that city. 

One day an old French General asked me if 
any recent intelligence had been received from the 
Bokhara captives. I replied, " that I believed not ; 
that I was most anxious about Colonel Stoddart, 
who was my friend ; that the only consolation I had 
was the certain conviction that every means was 
being employed by the British government for the 
relief of these unfortunate men/' The General gave 
me a peculiar look, and said, " Did it never occur 
to you that these men were intentionally sacrificed 
by the British government?" I now laughed out- 
right: "No, no. General; whatever sins of com- 
mission or omission the government of ^perfide 
Albion ' may have to answer for, the accusation of 
abandoning her public servants is one at which you 
must allow me to laugh." The General, however, 
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looked very serious, and replied in a tone so slow 
and solemn, that I no longer smiled : ** Had these 
brave officers been Frenchmen, they would not have 
been allowed to linger in a dungeon at Bokhara. 
You seem to attach but little importance to what I 
say ; but from what I have seen of your zeal and 
enthusiasm here in unmasking imposture, I am 
quite sure that if you are the friend of either of 
these wretched men, you will at least make some 
inquiries on the subject." 

The General was right, I began to revolve in 
my mind all that I knew concerning my poor 
friend's mission ; and when I returned to Nice, my 
anxiety increased from day to day, and my nights 
were frequently passed without sleep, knowing that 
whatever might be my friend's sufferings, he would 
be consoled with the certainty that he had at least 
one friend who would never give him up, who 
would never mourn for him as dead until he had 
absolute positive proof. 

I began to entertain a vague idea that it might 
be possible, as the French General insinuated, that 
Colonel Stoddart had been sacrificed to some, to me 
incomprehensible, diplomatic object. The more I 
revolved in my mind these conversations with differ- 
ent officers at places so widely separated as Florence 
and Algiers, my doubts and uneasiness increased j 
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and, in 1843, 1 hastened to England, determined to 
proceed to Bokhara, to endeavour to clear up the 
mystery that hung over the fate of these envoys. I 
reached England on the 5 th of June ; and, on the 
13th, I attended the levee of Lord Fitzroy Somer- 
set, the Military Secretary, and handed to him the 
following letter : 

" Armt/ and Navy Cluby 
"TwwclSrt, 1843. 
•' My Lord, 

'* Lieut.-Colonel Stoddart, so long confined at Bok- 
hara, is my most particular friend. By accounts received 
by the last overland mail, it appears that he and Captain 
Conolly are still alive, and thus my anxiety about his fate 
is renewed. 

" My object in now addressing your Lordship is to 
offer to start immediately, at my own cost and risk, to 
ascertain the fate of this excellent officer. 

" The only assistance I require is, that the object of 
my journey be recognised. This, I doubt not, would 
enable me (for such a purpose) to obtain permission from 
the Russian government to descend the Wolga to Astra- 
chan. 

'' Should I fail in obtaining the release of my friend, 
or even in reaching Bokhara, still, with the means at my 
disposal, I could not fail in obtaining information that 
might be important. 

" Submitting these remarks to your Lordship's favour- 
able consideration, 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 

" John G rover, 
" To L&rd Fitzroy Sonrersety " Captain Unattached. 
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I had a long and interesting conversation with 
his Lordship, and left the -Horse-Guards delighted 
with the kind reception I had met with, and at the 
interest that was taken in the fate of my friend. I 
told his Lordship I should he ready to start the 
following week, and, on returning home, instantly 
commenced the preparations for my journey. 

On the 22d of June I received a note from 
Lord Fitzroy Somerset, suggesting that I should 
communicate with Lord Aberdeen on the subject of 
my letter of the 13th of June, I immediately wrote 
to his lordship, stating my intention of proceeding 
immediately to Bokhara, at my own cost, risky and 
on, my own responsibility y and requesting his Lord- 
ship to honour me with an interview. The same 
day I received a note from Mr. Addington, the 
Under-Secretary of State, requesting me to call the 
following day at the Foreign Office. I now con- 
sidered my departure as certain, went immediately 
to my bankers, ordered the sale of property, that I 
might have ample funds to meet the expenses of my 
expedition, and made other arrangements for an 
immediate departure. 

I considered the appointed interview with the 
Under-Secretary of State could only be for the 
purpose of giving me instructions, and making the 
final arrangements for the journey. The idea never 

E 
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entered my mind that the government could have 
determined to refuse me the permission of proceed- 
ing at my own expense to Bokhara, without, at 
least, hearing what I had to say. 

On being introduced to Mr. Addington^ he 
entered into a long statement of the dangers of the 
journey I was about to undertake, evidently en- 
deavouring to frighten me, I told him that I had 
well considered the question of danger before I 
presumed to submit my proposition to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief; that I knew the danger was great, 
but that the object I had in view — that of restwing 
two British officers to their country and friends, was 
well worth the risk of a life like mine ; that great 
as was the regard I had for my friend, I was not 
regardless of my own safety, and had no intention 
whatever of seeing the inside of the dark well if I 
could avoid it. My intention was to obtain the 
permission of the Emperor of Russia to proceed 
through his dominions by Orenburg ; thence I 
should despatch two trusty messengers, one to Khiva, 
and the other to Bokhara, stating distinctly the 
object of my journey, and requesting permission to 
be allowed to pass through the territories of the 
first, and enter into the kingdom of the latter, I 
should patiently wait at Orenburg the return of 
these messengers. Should the King of Khiva refuse 
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mj request, I should take the caravan route to the 
east of the Sea of Aral. Should the King of Bok* 
hara send a favourable answer, I would trust in him 
without hesitation, my mission being authenticated 
by the British government (and having a letter 
from the Queen), without which my journey would 
be useless ; I told him that I possessed the ordinary 
degree of coolness and presence of mind ; that I felt 
confident I should succeed in my object, or that, at 
all events, I should aseertain whether these gentle- 
men were in existence or no. 

Should the King of Bokhara refuse my propo- 
sition, I should immediately return to England, and 
report to government the ill success of my mission ; 
that even should I fiail in entering the states of the 
King of Bokhara, stilly with the means at my dis* 
posal^ and the instruments I should take with me, I 
hoped to be able to obtain information that might 
be useful to my country. 

Mr. Addington replied, ** If your journey has 
other objects, that is another question." I felt a 
little hurt at this observation, and told him that my 
sole object was to obtain the release of Colonel 
Stoddart and Captain ConoUy, thslt 1 should cer- 
tainly travel with my eyes open, and senses awake ; 
and thus, aided by my instruments, topographical 
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and physical knowledge might be obtained worth 
communicating. 

Mr. Addington here observed, that probably the 
best mode of proceeding would be to communicate 
to me all the documents relating to Colonel Stoddart 
and Captain ConoUy in possession of the Foreign 
Office, that I might take a few days for reflection, 
and should I then be still disposed to go, he would 
be happy to see me again. I was then introduced 
to Mr. Hammond ; a large mass of papers was laid 
before me, which I read attentively from beginning 
to end. Anaong these documents the only one that 
at all approached the nature of evidence was the state- 
ment of Saleh Mohammed. This man gives a long 
and circumstantial account of the public execution 
of Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conolly- This 
Persian, however, merely relates what others told 
him. According to his own account, he was sent 
by Major Todd to join Captain Conolly. He says 
the execution took place " in a square outside the 
prison^*' and " that many people assembled to behold 
the spectacle'' His narrative is very circumstan- 
tial, and he concludes by saying, **One of the 
executioners gave me the foregoing relation." In 
fact, this Persian knows nothing at all about the 
matter^ and, although at liberty, did not take the 
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trouble of attending this ** spectacle." This docu- 
ment was without signature. 

To obviate the necessity of again returning to 
this Saleh Mohammed, I will here state what Dr. 
Wolff says of this man, whom he met at Meshed in 
March last. He is described by the Doctor as a 
regular scoundrel, and he thus relates what he 
said about the public execution : 

'' Saleh Mohammed told me that the two persons who 
were put to death, and of whom be gave a circumstantial 
account to Colonel Sbiel, may have been two other persons y 
and that the executioner may have belied him. Besides 
this, I must confess that two things are suspicious to me 
in the extreme. He first told me that the executioner who 
told him the story had been the executioner of Stoddart ; 
on another day I asked him which of the two executioners 
had put Stoddart to death ; he replied, he did not know. 
He, moreover, makes a claim upon Colonel Shiel for 120 
tomauns, which I have learned from different quarters he 
has already received from Major Todd." 

This is extracted from a letter of Dr. Wolffs, 
dated Meshed, March 24, 1844. 

Colonel Shiel, in sending this statement to the 
Foreign Office, merely adds that the narrator is a 
prepossessing young man. It is astonishing how 
readily Persian interesting young men can invent a 
lie which they think will be favourably received by 
the listener, Baron Hiigel, in his "Travels in 
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Cashrair/' which have just heen published, related 
the following anecdote : 

^' Mirza, who had been in the town, returned pre- 
sently with the tidings that a European traveller had just 
arrived at Jamu, and, after some trouble, I found that the 
stranger was on his way from Kashmir to Labor, and was 
merely resting one day at JarnA to provide himself with 
necessaries. 

" I thought this could be no other than Mr. Vigne, an 
English gentleman, then travelling in India, and, as 
Mirza inclined to the same opinion, I immediately wrote 
a short note, offering to share my stocky such as it was, 
with a traveller from Europe, and to pay him any atten- 
tion in my power. With this note I despatched Mohan, 
who soon came back and told me that, instead of an English- 
man, he had found a Persian, who could neither read nor 
write. I mention this unimportant circumstance to shew 
how cautious travellers should be in trusting to the opinions 
of the natives of the north of India. Mirza knew perfectly 
well that the stranger was not a European ; but as soon 
as he observed that I heartily wished it might prove to be 
a countryman of my own, he framed his measures, not 
according to the truth, but according to what he fancied 
would best please me to hear. In this instance, though 
he knew I should soon discover my error, be did not 
attempt to undeceive me ; and by this my readers will 
judge how little those people deprecate falsehood, when 
the case may be really serious, and the truth more diffi- 
cult to find out." 

After reading this, I think I hear the reader 
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etelaiiiiy '^Stop a minute, Captain ; the anecdote of 
your Geiinan Baron can haim nothing whatever to 
dg with Saleh Mohammed's narratiye, unless, in- 
deed, you can shew that it was a statement likely to 
be favourably received by the British government 

My good friend, you are perfectly right. But 
before I attanpt to justify the applicability (if I may 
be allowed the word) of Baron Hiigel's anecdote, I 
will take the liberty of making a distinct declara- 
tion, which is, that, in the course of this trifling 
work, I will never put forth any statement or even 
insinuation without having what I consider sufficient 
authority, although, in some instances, it would not 
be prudent to mention publicly the source from 
whence my information was derived. 

Now the only evidence I can bring forward to 
shew that Saleh Mohammed's statement was favour- 
ably received by the British government, is the 
simple fact that he received the large sum of 3000 
rupees for making that statement ; while it is to be 
remarked, that neither the British government, nor 
any one connected in any way with the government, 
has subscribed one farthing towards the mission of 
Dr. Wolfl^, which it was hoped would clear up the 
mystery hanging over the fate of two British en- 
voys; that, moreover, when the good Doctor was 
imprisoned by the King of Bokhara, and a small 
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advance of money might be necessary to save the 
life of that excellent man, the British government 
actually, required security for any sums that might 
be advanced by Colonel Shiel for that purpose, and 
that such a guarantee was given and accepted. 
And the sum that was advanced by the British 
envoy at Teheran for the ransom of Dr. WolflFi 
amounting to 400/., was claimed, immediately paid, 
and the guarantee given up. 

Having attentively perused all the documents 
Mr. Hammond had the kindness to lay before me, 
including Lord EUenborough's never-to-be-forgotten 
letter on behalf of the " innocent travellers " (which 
the reader will have seen at page 41), I told him 
that my original resolution was unshaken, and that 
I was now convinced that my friend had not been 
murdered. 

When Mr. Hammond heard that I proposed 
going through Russia, he asked why I did not take 
the route by Persia, as we had an envoy at Teheran 
who could assist me ; that the road to Meshed was 
open, and the caravans passed from Meshed to 
Bokhara. 

I told him that, of course, that was the readiest 
route, but that I took it for granted that ihe^^e must 
he some insuperable difficulties on that side, or our 
envoy at Teheran would certainly ere this have obr 
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tained some intelligence of the prisoners. I actded, 
that I was determined to start as soon as possible, 
that I would take any route ho might advise, and 
that I should like again to see Mr. Addington. 

Mr. Hammond suggested that I should take a 
day or two to deliberate. I told him that my mind 
was made up, that there was no occasion for delibe- 
ration, or time to be lost, and that I should like to 
see Mr. Addington immediately if he should be at 
leisure. 

I was again ushered into the presence of the 
Under-Secretary of State, who seemed much sur- 
prised that my determination was unshaken. He 
said, that the danger attending such an expedition 
was so great, that he did not think Lord Aberdeen 
would feel himself justified in giving me the sanc- 
tion I required : that there would be no objection 
whatever to my proceeding to Bokhara, in search of 
my friend, as a private traveller^ and that Lord 
Aberdeen would willingly afford me every assistance 
at his command, should I be disposed to undertake 
such a journey. I told him I was astonished to 
hear him advise my proceeding as a private tra- 
veller^ as he must be well aware, that as such, I 
should certainly be imprisoned as a spy, long before 
reaching Bokhara ; or that, should I even succeed 
in reaching that city, it would only be to enter the 
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dark well. I said, that I was surprised thai^ my 
offer was not eagerly accepted : that in case of suc- 
cess, I should restore two deserving officers to their 
country. Should I return, having failed in my 
ohject, I should hring information that might he 
important ; and, should I he cut off, the Bri- 
tish nation would gain seven shillings arday hy my 
disaster. 

On leaving the Under-Secretary of State, I de- 
sired him clearly and distinctly to understand, that I 
had made all the preparations for my journey ; that 
I was prepared to undertake it at my own cost and 
risk J and on my own ^responsibility ; and that I asked 
no assistance whatever from her majesty's govern- 
ment, hut the simple recognition of the ohject of my 
mission, without which, he must he well aware, that 
it would b'a worse than folly to attempt to reach Bok- 
hara i and that I trusted he would have the kind- 
ness to send me a written answer to my proposition. 

On the 26th of June, I received a letter from 
Mr. Addington, declining my offer, but so com- 
pletely mis-stating its nature, that I considered it 
my duty instantly to write him the following note: — 

" Captain Grover to Mr. Addington, 

" Armi/ and Navy Cluh, June 25, 1843. 
•' Sir, — I have received your note of the 24th instant, 
and take the liberty merely of observing, that in referring 
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to my proposition « you omit all notiee of its most import- 
ant feature, viz., that the expedition was to be undertaken 
at my own * cost and risk.' 

*^ As it is usual in all oiRcial correspondence to allude 
to a proposition, as nearly as possible in the terms in 
which it was made, I trust you will have the goodness to 
correct this omission. 

'< I have the honour to he, 
" Your ohedient servant, 
" John Grovbr, 

"Captain Unattached." 
'< To Henry Unwin Addington^ Esq.y 
" Under-Seereiary of State^ 
« F&reign AffaWsr 

In reply, I received the following note with the 
corrected version of Mr. Addington's letter : — 

'' Mr. Addington presents his compliments to Captain 
Grover, and has great pleasure in correcting the omission 
which had by an oversight, been made in Mr. Adding- 
ton's note of the 24th instant, and to which Captain 
Grover has called Mr. Addington's attention in his letter 
of to-day, 

^^Mr. Addington requests that Captain Grover will 
have the goodness to substitute the corrected version of 
the note herewith inclosed, for the former note ; and^ that 
he will return the latter to Mr. Addington. 

" Foreign Office^ 26^ June, 1843." 

The reader will perceive in this note a curious 
jumble of former and latter, and that, in fact, the 
Under-Secretary of State expresses precisely the re- 
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verse of what he means. Guessing, however, his 
meaning, I returned the letter of the 24th of June, 
and substituted in its place the following "cor- 
rected version : " — 

^* Mr. Addlngton presents his compliments to Captain 
Grover, and begs to inform him, that he has laid before 
Lord Aberdeen Captain Grover's desire to proceed, at his 
own cost and risk, to Bokhara, in the character of a Bri- 
tish officer officially sent, in order to obtain intelligence 
as to the fate of Colonel Stoddart. 

^'Lord Aberdeen stated to Mr. Addiugton, that he 
would not feel himself justified in investing Captain Grover 
with an official character; but that his lordship would 
very willingly afford to Captain Grover every facility, and 
grant him every protection at his command, for the pur- 
pose of prosecuting his researches with greater effect, if 
Captain Grover should be disposed to proceed to Bok- 
hara as a private traveller, for the purpose above-men- 
tioned. 

''Foreign Office, June 24, 1843. 

« To Captain Grover:' 

I will here pause to make a few remarks on the 
above correspondence. 

Full of anxiety for the fate of a (iear friend, I 
returned to England from a distant country, where 
I had been some years established, determined to 
start for Bokhara, to clear up the mystery that was 
hanging over his fs^te. As a soldier, I addressed 
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myself to the commander-in-chief, my proposition 
appears to be favourably received ; and, as a matter 
of course, I am referred to the Foreign Office. 
What is the reception I meet with here ? I hum- 
bly crave the honour of an audience of the Earl of 
Abwdeen : this is refhsed ; and I am unceremoni- 
ously handed over to irresponsible subalterns, who 
had evidently made up their minds to refuse my 
request, before they had heard by what arguments 
I was prepared to support it. 

The reader will perceive, that the only thing I 
a^ked, viz., a document to shew that I was not a 
spy, was refused; but to induce me to undertake 
this journey as a ^^private traveller^' which the 
Earl of Aberdeen must well know could only lead 
to my destruction, I am tempted with the assur- 
ance, " that his lordship would very willingly afford 
me every facility, and grant me every protection at 
his command, for the purpose of prosecuting my 
researches with greater effect, if I should be dis- 
posed to proceed to Bokhara as a ^private tra* 
veUerr' 

The reader will probably have observed a 
rather remarkable circumstance in the above cor* 
respondence — I am not even thanked. Thanked I 
I have no doubt the Earl of Aberdeen, and the 
gentlemen at the Foreign Office, thought I de** 
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served to be at the bottom of the Oxus, or in one 
of the deepest recesses of the "dark well," for 
having presumed to hint at the possibility, that any 
person whose death they had announced should be 
still languishing in captivity, and that I should 
have the audacity to presume to take upon myself 
the duties and functions of the Secretary of State, 
by exhibiting an anxiety for the fate of two British 
envoys, about whom the British government did 
not think it worth while to make inquiry. 

At this time I happened to meet a right hon- 
ourable friend, who has had considerable experience 
in diplomacy. I related to him all I had done, 
and gave him an account of my interviews with 
Mr. Addington and Mr. Hammond at the Fo- 
reign Office. After laughing heartily for some 
time, he thus spoke : — 

"My dear Grover, you have been going the 
wrong way to work. You talk of going to Bok- 
hara at your own cost 1 Now, although it is very 
generous of you to risk your life, and expend a 
couple of thousand pounds, to rescue your friend 
from the fangs of a merciless tyrant, depend upon it, 
this will not influence the government in the least. 

" At the Foreigti Office, they do not care one 
straw about the expense; but I am sure, they 
wiU rather allow these wretched men to be- sacri- 
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ficed than soffisr you to do what the government 
has neglected doing. At the Foreign Office, they 
are not aware that you are a stanch Tory; and 
they do not understand your motives. 

^* No, my good fellow, allow me to speak to the 
Dnke of * * * who, I know, ought, and I helieve, 
does, feel ohliged to you, for the assistance you 
rendered him when a comnoner in his elections. 
His grace will speak to Lord Aberdeen, and ex« 
plain all. The plan will be adopted by the govern- 
ment as their idea ; you will be employed ; the ex- 
pense will not be oonsidered ; and you will return 
with honour and glory. 

** The government departmaits invariably resist 
all interference from without. I know they are 
ashamed of having put forth Saleh Mohammed's 
statement ; but having put it forth as their justifi- 
cation, you will find they will stick to it through 
thick and thin* Every means is being employed to 
check subscriptions. Fortunately for you, you have 
no occasion to reckon upon the tender mercies of 
the Secretary of State, and any system of annoyance 
that may be attempted will fail ; but you must be 
upon your guard.*' 

I declined my friend's assistance. 

Mr. Addington*s letter of the 24th June having 
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crushed the plans I had so anxiously formed for 
the relief of my friend, my mind was filled with 
anxiety and douht as to what I could do in hehalf 
of the wretched men, of whose existence and im- 
prisonment I could not hring myself to douht. I 
was excessively disgusted at the official indiflference 
of the authorities at the Foreign Office as to the 
fate of their victims, ;which appeared particularly 
glaring, when I contrasted it with the kind anxiety 
exhibited by Lord Fitzroy Somerset. I however 
fear, that at this time, my motives were not clearly 
understood even at the Horse Guards. 

I was at this period a candidate for promotion, 
and received a letter written by the direction of the 
commander-in-chief, informing me that my claim 
would be taken into consideration. Happening, 
however, to meet a gentleman officially employed, 
he thus addressed me : — 

"Does it not occur to you. Captain Grover, 
that the steps you are now taking with respect to 
Stoddart and ConoUy will interfere with your pro- 
motion?'* 

" Interfere with my promotion I What can an 
act of simple benevolence have to do with my pro- 
motion?'* 

"Oh, you do not perceive." . • ♦ ^ 
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Here the conversation was changed. 

I think it right distinctly to say, that I am 
quite sure the steps I have taken in hehalf of 
Colonel Stoddart would not in any way have inter- 
fered with my promotion, as long as the Com- 
mander-in-Chief was satisfied of the purity of my 
intentions ; and that the gentleman who made the 
ahove remark to me was actuated hy a feeling of 
personal, though mistaken kindness, for which I 
have ever since felt grateful. 

Now, although I had every confidence in the 
justice of the authorities at the Horse-Guards, it 
occurred to me that the mere circumstance of my 
being at the present moment a candidate for pro- 
motion might possibly prevent a just appreciation 
of my motives. Immediately, therefore, on leav- 
ing the Horse-Guards, I wrote a letter to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief withdrawing my claim for promo- 
tion. 

Returning from this personal digression I re- 
sume my narrative. I revolved anxiously in my 
mind the possibility of reaching Bokhara as a pri- 
vate traveller. I consulted all those best qualified 
to give an opinion on the subject, to whom I could 
obtain access. The universal opinion was that the 
thing was impossible. As to attempting disguise, 
even had I possessed a sufficient knowledge of the 
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language and customs of the country, and could 
I even have been sure of success, I would not have 
practised a deception to save the life of my friend. 
Invthe midst of these doubts and anxieties a news- 
paper was brought to me, in which I found the 
following letter written by the Rev. Dr. WolfF. 

«« PROPOSAL FOR THE LIBERATION OF COLONEL 
STODDART AND CAPTAIN CONOLLY. 

*' To all the Officers of the British Army. 

" 13 Richmond Green^ Eichmond, July 2. 

" Gentlemen, 

" Though a missionary and a clergyman myself, and 
not an officer, I do not take up my pen in order to excite 
your sympathy in behalf of a clergyman or missionary, 
but in behalf of two of your fellow-officers, Captain 
Gonolly and Colonel Stoddart, who are at present captives 
in the great city of Bokhara; but having been myself 
two months at Bokhara, and knowing, as I do, the cha- 
racter of the inhabitants of Bokhara, I am fully convinced 
that the report of their having been put to death is 
exceedingly doubtful— much more so by the source from 
which the report originated. 

" If, therefore, one of you, gentlemen, would be in- 
clined to accompany me to Bokhara, or merely pay the 
expenses of my journey there, I am ready to go there ; 
and I am fully confident that I shall be able, with God's 
help, to liberate them from captivity, with the assistance 
pf my Turcoman friends in the desert of Khiva, and one 
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of the Dervishes; bat I would undertake the journey 
without making myself responsible to the British Govern- 
ment, and entirely on my own responsibility. 

** I merely want the expense of my journey, and not 
one single farthing as a compensation ; even in case of 
complete success. 

** I shall be ten days more at Richmond, Surrey ; if, 
therefore, one of yon brave officers is now ready to accom- 
pany me> or to assist me in making the journey, let him 
come to me, and we may talk over the matter more fully, 

'< I am^ Gentlemen, 

" Your humble servant, 

"Joseph Wolff, 

" Late Curate of High Hoylandy Yorkshire^ formerly 
Missionary in Persia^ BohharOy and Ajfghanistanr 

I read the above letter with feelings of delight, 
and of admiration for the noble proposition of Dr. 
Wolff, with whom I was not acquainted, and who I 
imagined was in a distant land. The following day 
I proceeded to Richmond, and had my first inter- 
view with the worthy Doctor, and thus commenced 
a IHendship, which, I trust, will only terminate with 
the death of one of us. I found that Dr. Wolff 
was well acquainted with Captain ConoUy, whom 
he had met in India, and ^yho had rendered him 
great assistance when he escaped from captivity. 
He shewed me a passport he had received from 
the King of Bokhara ; from his knowledge of the 
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country, of the King, and of the language, he had 
no doubt whatever but, with the blessing of God, 
he should succeed in clearing-up the dreadful mys- 
tery that enveloped the fates of the captives. 

With respect to my proceeding to Bokhara as a 
private traveller, he said the attempt would be 
madness, I should be either murdered as a spy, or 
confined as. a madman. Could I, however, obtain 
the sanction of the government, and enter Bokhara 
in my uniform, I should be received with kindness 
and distinction. He intended wearing his cano- 
nicals, and as a moolah (minister of religion), his 
sacred character would protect him. I communi- 
cated to the worthy Doctor the proposition I had 
made to Lord Aberdeen and its reception, at which 
he appeared much astonished. The Doctor said 
that with 500/. he could perform the journey. I 
told him that I had* little doubt I should soon be 
able to place that sum at his command. Dr. Wolif 
was to proceed to Bruges, where he was assisting 
in the duties of the English Church, there to await 
a letter from me, on the receipt of which he would 
be prepared to start immediately on his mission. 

My intention was myself to have despatched 
the Doctor to Bokhara. On consulting, however, 
some prudent friends, I was advised not to take 
upon myself so great a responsibility, that I ought 
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rather to appeal to the puhlic, to have a puhlic 
meeting, and that a decision of that meeting ought 
to determine whether the Doctor's proposition 
should he accepted or not. 

To prepare the puhlic mind I published a hasty 
pamphlet, in which I stated my reasons for disbe- 
lieving the reports of the death of the officers, my 
intention of despatching Dr. Wolff immediately to 
Bokhara, and requesting all persons interested in 
the affair to address me at the Army and Navy 
Club, or Athenseum. I received numerous letters 
containing the kindest advice, and offers of pecu- 
niary assistance. The latter, however, I declined 
to receive until the expedition should be sanctioned 
by a public meeting, and a committee appointed. 

To counteract the effect of my pamphlet, I ima- 
gine, the government published in the newspapers 
the statement of Saleh Mohammed of what a man 
had told him ; and this statement was headed in 
large letters. Murder of Colonel Stoddart and 
Captain Conolly ; to this was appended a certi- 
ficate that the narrator was a prepossessing young 
man, which was signed " Justin Shiel ;" and as few 
people took the trouble of reading this very long 
statement, it was generally thought that Colonel 
Shiel certified to its truth, and that the question 
was settled. 
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This coup diplomatique^ however, had no effect 
upon me. I advertised a public meeting to take 
place at the Crown and Anchor, to concert measures 
for despatching Dr, Wolff* to Bokhara, in search of 
the two envoys, who had been abandoned by those 
whose duty it was to protect them. I took no mea- 
sures whatever to insure a meeting. I did not 
solicit the attendance of a single friend, as I was 
determined that Dr. Wolff, who had so nobly 
devoted himself to the cause, should proceed to 
Bokhara ; and my only object in calling the meet- 
ing was to have a committee appointed, which I 
knew would insure me the interview with the Se- 
cretary of State, which, as a private citizen, I had 
solicited in vain. 

I took the chair on that occasion, wishing to 
take upon myself the whole responsibility. 

The meeting was numerously attended ; and I 
shall feel for ever grateful to those gentlemen who 
so kindly came forward on that occasion. 

The following resolutions were passed unani- 
mously : — 

'^ Moved by J. S. Buckingham, Esq. ; seconded by 
Colonel Humfrey, — 

" 1st. That iu the uncertainty which exists re- 
specting the life of Colonel Stoddart and 
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Captain Conolly, it is desirable to ascertain 
the real facts of the case. 

" Moved by James Walker, Esq. F.R.S. President of 
tbe Institution of Civil Engineers; seconded by Dr. 
Barnes, brother of the late Sir Alexander Barnes, — 

'* 2d. That a Committee be formed to communi« 
cate with the British Government on this 
subject; to send out immediately the Rev. 
Dr. Joseph Wolff to Bokhara, to ascertain 
the hie of Colonel Stoddart and Captain 
Conolly ; and to take such measures as may 
be thought necessary. 

*' Moved by Captain W. S. Moorsom ; seconded by 
Captain Nestor, — 

*' 3d. That the following gentlemen do constitute 
such Committee, with power to add to their 
numbers; and that a subscription be now 
opened to obtain the requisite funds for ac* 
complishing the object proposed. 

<' Major-General Sir Jeremiah Bryant, C.B. 
Admiral Sir Edward Codriogton, G.C.B. 
J. S. BuckiDgham, Esq. 
Major Agnew. 
Lewis Tonna, Esq. 
Sir Joseph Copley, Bart. 
Captain W. S. Moorsom. 
Colonel Humfrey. 
Captain Downes, R.N. 
Lieutenant Raper, R.N. 
Captain Grover. 

"(Signed) John Groveb, C%at>»ta»* 



Digitized by 



Google 



72 INTERVIEW WITH 

" It was moved by J. S. Buckingham, Esq.; and 
seconded by Captain Moorsom, — . 

" That the thanks of the Meeting be given to 
Captain Grover, for the great zeal and huma-^ 
nity with which he has brought the subject 
before the public, and for the manner he has 
filled the Chair this day." 

Of this committee I was chosen president, and 
in that character, for the second time, requested the 
honour of an audience of the Secretary of State ; 
an answer was immediately returned ; and on the 
26th September the committee had the desired 
interview. 

We were most graciously received. I informed 
his Lordship what steps the Committee had already 
taken, and was about informing him of the object of 
the present interview, when he interrupted me hy 
saying, that he was prepared to grant us every 
assistance. That he must confess he had been so 
satisfied of the truth of Saleh Mohammed's state- 
ment, that he had thought it his duty to apply to 
Sir Robert Peel in order that a pension might be 
granted to the nearest relative of Colonel Stoddart, 
and that Her Majesty had not only given her con- 
sent^ but had commanded him to express to the 
family her deep sympathy and condolence on the 
melancholy occasion, and that the pension had been 
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withheld (m account of the doubts that had been 



His Lordship said, he was happy to repeat the 
assurances he had aheady given, that he would 
second by all means iu his power the efforts of the 
Committee in despatching Dr. Wolff; and, for this 
purpose, he would not only provide the necessary 
passports, but would furnish Dr. Wolff with letters 
to Colonel Shiel, to whom, also, he would give 
instructions to render him every possible assistance. 

Before leaving, I told his Lordship that it would 
be satisfactory to the Committee to know if the 
mission of Dr. Wolff would interfere in any way 
with any measures government might have the 
intention of adopting for the relief of Colonel Stod- 
dart and Captain ConoUy. 

His Lordship said : in no way whatever ; and 
that he could assure us, that no one would more 
sincerely rejoice than himself, should our benevolent 
efforts be crowned with success. 

We were all delighted with this interview ; and 
I was so completely satisfied of his Lordship's sin-« 
cerity, that I then for the first time felt sorry 
that I had handled his Lordship so roughly in my 
"Appeal." I went to the publisher's, and commit- 
ted to the flames aU that was left of the impression 
of that pamphlet. 
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I must here state that his Lordship's assistance 
surpassed his promises, and far exceeded our ex« 
pectations ; and any one who has read what I have 
published from time to time in the newspapers will 
have observed that 1 have taken every opportunity 
of expressing publicly to his Lordship the gratitude 
I sincerely felt for his Lordship's kind assistance 
as long as I was satisfied of his sincerity. However, 
I will not anticipate, except to relate one circum- 
stance. 

At the commencement of the last session of 
Parliament, I received a communication from a 
member of parliament who was desirous of bringing 
the " Stoddart and Conolly " aflFair before the House, 
and he wished to know if I would afford him 
information for that purpose. 

My reply was, that this was not a party ques- 
tion ; that I felt too grateful to the Earl of Aber- 
deen for the kind assistance he was now affording 
me, to aid in bringing forward a discussion that 
might be embarrassing to the administration ; that 
unless it could be distinctly shewn that the agitation 
of the subject could forward the release of niy friend, 
which was my only object, I declined any further 
correspondence on the subject. 
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On the 3d October, Dr. Wolff had his first 
interview with the Committee, and I then gave him, 
according to my promise, a check upon my private 
banker for 500/. 

Dr. Wolff expressing a desire publicly to take 
leave of his friends, it was resolved that a public 
meeting should be held on the 11th, at the Hanover 
Square Rooms. 

Major-General Sir Jeremiah Bryant, C.B. pre- 
sided on that occasion, when Dr. Wolff gave an 
interesting account of his previous journey to Bok- 
hara. 

The Committee then drew up the following 
instructions for Dr. Wolff's guidance, and a copy 
was sent to the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, who sent Dr. Wolff a passport without 
expense. 

« DR. WOLFFS INSTRUCTIONS. 
'^ The Committee appointed at a public meeting held 
in London on the 7th September, 1843, to take measures 
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for immediately despatching the Rev. Joseph Wolff, D.D. 
LL.D. to Bokhara, to ascertain the fate of Colonel Stod- 
dart and Captain Conolly, have drawn up the following 
memoranda for the reverend Doctor's guidance. 

" The Committee recommend that Dr. Wolff should 
direct his endeavours to two points. 

**To obtain certain intelligence of the state or fate of 
these two officers, and if they should be still in captivity, 
and an opportunity should offer, to obtain or negotiate 
their release. 

" The Committee do not think it advisable to lay down 
for him any precise plan of operation, not only because 
unforeseen circumstances might disturb any preconcerted 
plan, but also because his experience on the spot might 
suggest steps which could not have been anticipated. 

** Her Majesty's Minister of Foreign Affairs having 
granted passports and letters to the Mission, and having 
stated that Her Majesty's Resident at Teheran is instructed 
to render every assistance at his command, the Committee 
recommend Dr. Wolff so to arrange his route, as to com- 
municate at the earliest period possible with Her Majesty's 
envoy at Teheran, whose lacal information may be of the 
greatest importance. 

*' Dr. Wolff will communicate with the Committee at 
every opportunity. 

" Dr. Wolff having ascertained the fate of the cap- 
tives, or having placed them in safety At Teheran, will 
consider his mission terminate^. And the Committee 
recommend him to the care of Divine Providence in his 

benevolent undertaking. 

"John Grover, 

" Captain Unattached, 

''London^ \Oth Oct 1843. « President of the Committee." 
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It was with feelings of great anxiety and un- 
easiness, that I witnessed the departure of Dn 
Wolff on a mission so exceedingly perilous, and 
for the advance of which I had taken so active a 
part. Had Dr. Wolff's mission heen recognised hy 
the British government, I should not have had the 
least anxiety for his safety. Before leaving Lon- 
don I had many anxious discussions with him ahout 
the dangers he was ahout to undergo ; and my 
conscience was troubled at allowing this good man 
to do what I certainly would not have undertaken 
myself without the sanction of government. Dr. 
Wolff always met my objections by saying, — that 
the cases were not parallel. That were I to under- 
take the journey without the letters that had been 
refused me, I should never return — that the assist- 
ance Lord Aberdeen had offered, to induce me to go 
as an innocent traveller, would only have hastened 
my destruction — that his (Dr. Wolff's) sacred cha- 
racter and dress would be his protection — that he 
had numerous acquaintances at Bokhara, where he 
was well known — ^that I ought not to be uneasy — 
that I ought to recollect, that I did not seek him, 
but that he sought me, by his published letter ad- 
dressed to all the officers of the British army — 
that I ought, also^ to think of my friend. Colonel 
Stoddart, to think of his anxious state of suffering, 
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from which we were endeavouring to rescue him — 
that he had often heard me say, that when I was 
performing a duty I never considered the conse- 
quences, and this was the time to apply that 
maxim. These arguments, in some degree, al- 
layed my anxiety ; hut the calm cheerfulness that 
I witnessed in Lady Georgiana Wolff and her son 
tended more than all the worthy Doctor's pious 
arguments to tranquillise my mind. 

Any stranger on witnessing the departure of 
Dr. Wolff would have thought he was merely 
taking a trip to the Isle of Wight. A more strik- 
ing illustration of the effects of true Christianity I 
certainly never had the happiness to witness ; and 
how sensihly did I feel my own inferiority at that 
trying moment. 

The only result I expected from Dr. Wolff's 
mission was, that he might accidentally, hy his in- 
tercourse with the Jews and others at Bokhara, 
ohtain some clue to the fate of our friends. I ex- 
pected every art would he employed to induce the 
Doctor to helieve that they were dead : and I knew, 
that should Colonel Stoddart he alive and at liberty, 
that he would refuse to sneak away from Bokhara 
like a thief, and that he would remain until he was 
officially ordered to leave his post. 

On the 14th of October I accompanied Dr. 
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Wolff and his family to SouthamptoDy and saw him 
start on his interesting voyage on hoard the Iheria. 

Dr. Wolff's departure was a most affecting 
scene. There was no weeping or wailing. Nei- 
ther Lady Georgiana nor the Doctor's son shed a 
single tear. They, and the pious Doctor's friends, 
knew he was performing a sacred duty ; fulfilling 
the will of his Heavenly Master. They felt that it 
was a^ moment of exultation that Dr. Wolff should 
he chosen to fulfil this sacred duty. 

I hastened on shore that the Doctor's last mo- 
ments with his family might he undisturhed. Hav- 
ing taken leave of his family, the Doctor called 
me, and I returned on hoard the ship. He then 
gave me a hlessing in such a solemn manner, that 
the sailors left off their work, and all heads were 
uncovered. The Doctor then fell upon my neck 
and kissed me. 

On the 4th of December I received the follow- 
ing interesting communication from Sir Stratford 
Canning, the British minister at Constantinople, 
dated November 13, 1843:— 

*' I rejoice more than I can express, to hear that an 
Englishman named Stoddart, was alive at Bokhara, five 
or six months agO; when the individual from whom this 
was obtained left that city. This encouraging intelligence 
has been obtained through Mr. Layard, to whom I refer 
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you ibr the particulars, which will best enable you to 
jjidge whether we are too sanguine in founding an addi- 
tional hope upon the circumstances." 

The following is Mr. Layard's account : — 

« To the Rev. Dr. Wolff. 

" Reverend Sir, — I have much pleasure in informing 
you that I have received additional accounts of Messrs. 
Stoddart and Conolly ; and that all these accounts tend 
to prove that those gentlemen are still alive. . As far as 
Colonel Stoddart is concerned, I do not now feel a doubt 
but that he was alive four or five months ago. I have 
learned to-day that a native of Bokhara, who quitted the 
city about five months ago, states, that he was well ac- 
quainted with an Englishman there, who had turned 
Mussulman. That he enjoyed perfect liberty, and was 
not only permitted to live in the city, but was furnished 
with money, and all necessaries, by the principal people 
of Bokhara. That shortly before he (my informant) quit>- 
ted Bokhara, this Englishman stated to tJie King that he 
had property in his native country which he desired to 
sell, and to invest the proceeds in property at Bokhara, 
requesting permission to proceed to England. That this 
permission was readily granted ; and the Englishman 
was about to leave, with the promise of returning to 
Bokhara, after making the necessary arrangements. On 
being asked the name of this Englishman, he wrote on a 
slip of paper, after having endeavoured to explain vivA 
voce^ Astordis or Stordas. 

** It must be remembered, that the person through 
whom these inquiries M'ere made was ignorant both of 
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the name of Colonel Stoddart, and of all circamstances 
connected with his imprisonment, &c. The person who 
famished this account is unable to state what became of 
Conolly ; but he has no reason to believe that he was put 
to death. I have already informed you, that I have as- 
certained from persons who quitted Bokhara above a year 
ago, that both these gentlemen were then alive. All the 
accounts I have received agree in this one respect ; and, 
although I have- inquired indirectly of many natives of 
Bokhara, not one has yet stated that cither has been put 
to death. Is it, therefore, still credible, that a public exe- 
cution should have taken place unknown to some of the 
principal persons of the city ? 

*'The information given above has been obtained 
through my friend Riza Kooli MTrza, who kindly under- 
took to see the Bokharees for me. Should you desire to 
hear the prince's story, you will be able to find him in a 
quarter of Constantinople, called Ah-Serai, in the house 
of one Kassim Aga, near the KuUuk or guard-house. If 
you will mention my name to him, I feel sure he will be 
happy to give you every information ; but I still take the 
liberty of suggesting, that it will be prudent not to make 
any direct inquiries of the Bokharees at present. 
" I have the honour to be, 
♦* Reverend Sir, 

*♦ Your obedient servant, 
"A. H. Layard* 

« Buyuk'derey Nov. 13, 1843.*' 

In this statement there can be no doubt of thd 
identity, the name being as distinctly written as thd 
Persian character will admit of* 
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The momeDt I communicated this letter to the 
Earl of Aberdeen, I was sent for, and received his 
lordship's hearty congratulations. 

Accounts were now received from all quarters, 
collected from people recently arrived from Bok- 
hara, which strengthened our hopes' that Dr. Wolff's 
mission would have a successful issue. These all 
agreed in one point, that no public execution had 
taken place. 

At the end of November I received a letter 
from Dr. Wolff, dated Smyrna, 1st October, giving 
an interesting account of his voyage. In this letter, 
the Doctor desires me to apply to the Earl of 
Aberdeen, to know if " government authorise him 
to pay a ransom for Colonel Stoddart, Captain 
ConoUy, or other British ofKcers that might be 
found at Bokhara." 

Now, it occurred to me that such an applica- 
tion might be embarrassing to Lord Aberdeen : as 
a compliance with the Doctor's request would in 
some measure be a recognition of his mission, 
which I knew his lordship was desirous of avoiding, 
while at the same time, to refuse an authority to 
pay a ransom for two British officers imprisoned 
while representing their sovereign in the sacred 
character of envoys, in case they should return to 
their country, would appear so harsh, cruel, unna- 
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taral, and revolting, that I detennined to rescue 
his lordship from being empaled on one of the 
horns of this very awkward dilemma. 

Still it was my duty to communicate to Lord 
Aberdeen Dr. Wolff's anxious request ; and I 
therefore addressed to his lordship the following 
private letter : — 

« PHvate. 

*^ Army and Navy dub, 
« Ui Dec., 1843. 

"My Lord, — In a letter I have received from the 
Rev. Dr. Wolff, dated Smyrna, lfe>t ultimo, he desires me 
to apply to your lordship to know, whether he is author* 
ised to pay a ransom for Lieut .-Colonel Stoddart, Cap- 
tain Conolly, or any other British officers he may find in 
captivity at Bokhara. 

** Now, as such a question might possibly be embar- 
rassing to government, I have taken the liberty of ad- 
dressing your lordship privately, and beg your lordship 
will not think it necessary to reply, nor even to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of the present communication. 

'' It may be a satisfaction to your lordship to know, 
that previous to Dr. Wolff's departure, I authorised him 
to draw upon my private funds to a limited extent, for 
the ransom of any British prisoners he might find at 
Bokhara. I also wrote to him to the same effect, through 
the Foreign OflSce, by the last mail. 

" I have the honour of sending herewith (extracted 
from the official returns) a list of all officers returned 
* doubtful/ in the late disastrous retreat from Cabul; 
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some of whom may now be languishing in captivity at 
Bokhara. 

<< I have the honour to be, 
« My Lord, 
" Your Lordship's obdt servant, 

"John Grover. 

" The Right Hon. the Earl of Aherdeefh 
Secretary of State" 

To Dr. Wolff I wrote in reply : — 

'* It might be embarrassing to government to apply 
about the ransom of the prisoners as you wished. Draw 
upon me for any amount that may be wanted, I will 
provide the means." 

Previous to this time Dr. Wolff was only author- 
ised to draw upon my private fortune to the extent 
of 300/. As, however, the safety of my friend 
appeared now nearly certain, I withdrew the limit. 

I have published this correspondence to shew 
the public how anxious I have been to avoid occa- 
sioning the least embarrassment to government, and 
beg the reader kindly to bear this in mind, when 
he reads an account of the subsequent proceedings 
of government in the course of this narrative. 

That I was right in supposing that I was extri- 
cating the Earl of Aberdeen from a dilemma, I 
need only cite, as a proof, the fact, that his Lord- 
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ship did not acknowledge the receipt of my letter of 
the 1st December. 

The committee now receiyed from the Secretary 
of State a long state paper of eighteen folio pages, 
entitled <' Substance of Reports." I was puzzled 
to make out the object of this long communication, 
when I saw it published the following morning in 
"The Times;'* and I immediately wrote the fol- 
lowing letter to Lord Aberdeen ; and I will here 
observe that, at an interview with which his Lord- 
ship honoured me a few days subsequently, he ad- 
mitted that the statement was published with his 
sanction. 

<< Armt/ and Navy Ciub, Sth JPeb. 1844. 
" My Lord, 

" I take the liberty of informing your Lordship that 
I have never communicated to the public any part of the 
despatches which your Lordship has done me the honour 
of communicating to me; that the extracts from de- 
spatches which your Lordship so kindly sent me last 
week I only shewed to one person ; therefore, when I saw 
that statement verbatim in * The Times' this morning, I was 
certain that it must have come from the Foreign Office, 
and that your Lordship was desirous of directing public 
attention to the matter. Now, as in that statement, facts 
and inferences are so curiously blended together, that it 
is not easy for unreflecting people to separate them, I 
have taken the liberty of supplying a few more facts, and 
bave sent to the evening papers; Mr. Wood's * Despatch* 
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(omitting the allusion to Colonel Stoddart having become 
a Mussulman)) and the concluding sentence of M. Ghersi's. 
This your Lordship will perceive I have done without any 
special pleading ; for I am quite sure, that special plead- 
ing can never bring a dead man to life, although it may 
place a living one in his grave. 

^' Since the first interview with which your Lordship 
honoured the committee I have never published a word 
of comment on passing events, except, indeed, my letter 
to Lord John Russell in the * Herald' of Monday last — 
his Lordship offered so fair a mark that really I could 
not resist it. 

*' Trusting your Lordship will not disapprove of the 
publication of this afternoon. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 

" John Grover. 
« To Lwk Aberdeen:* 

On the l6th February, 1844, in consequence of 
a note from the Earl of Aberdeen I went to the 
Foreign Office, and was shewn a letter from Lord 
Stuart de Rothesay, containing a communication 
from Count Nesselrode, in which it was stated 
that the Russian Government had received de- 
spatches from. the Count de Medem, Minister at 
Teheran, dated -^ December, stating that an am- 
bassador had arrived at that city from Bokhara ; 
and that he frankly told him (Count de Medem) 
that Colonel Stoddart and Captain ConoUy had 
both been put to death ; the first for having 
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attempted to communicate with his friends at 
Cabul ; the second, for having spoken in favour of 
the King of Kokan. 

The following day this statement was published 
by government in the newspapers. 

I now thought the affair settled, and wrote to 
Lord Aberdeen to that effect ; also to Lord Pltzroy 
Somerset, who had taken so much interest in the 
affair. 

On the 2d March, about a fortnight after my 
last visit, I received another summons from the 
Foreign Office ; and on my arrival I was shewn a 
despatch that had been received on the 28th Feb- 
ruary from Lieut.-Colonel Shiel, the British Envoy 
at Teheran. 

Colonel Shiel states that he had had an inter- 
view with the ambassador from Bokhara, who in- 
formed him that it had been reported that Colonel 
Stoddart and Captain ConoUy had been publicly 
executed, but that it was not trite — no stick execu* 
tion had taken place ! 

Now, on the following day I looked anxiously in 
the newspapers, expecting to see the publication of 
this interesting despatch. 

I looked in vain. It appeared that the govern- 
ment only published intelligence that tended to 
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confinn the opinion, which they had adopted, that 
these officers had ceased to exist I 

Count de Medem's despatch was puhlished in all 
the newspapers within forty-eight hours after it 
reached the Foreign Office. The official despatches 
of our own minister^ from the same place, flatly 
and distinctly contradicting the Russian account, 
and communicating to us the gratifying intelligence 
that these unfortunate envoys had not been put to 
death — this important despatch has never been 
published from that time to this. 

What are we to think of this? Is this fair? 
— is this honest ? I plainly inform the government 
that I consider it neither one nor the other. 

Without venturing absolutely to say that the 
government wished for the destruction of these 
brave but unfortunate envoys, I have not the slight- 
est hesitation in saying that they wished to establish 
a belief of their death in the minds of the public ; 
and, in my opinion, the one is quite as wicked as 
the other. ' This suppression of intelligence, by 
checking exertion, might absolutely occasion the 
destruction, of which thev wished to establish a 
belief. 

About this time, an account appeared in the 
" Bombay Times ** that two men, Moolla Moosa and 
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MooUa Ibrahim^ who had paid great attention to the 
Cabul captives, and were, therefore, well known 
as men of respectability, had just arrived from 
Bokhara. These men state that Stoddart and 
ConoUy were in confinement in a fort behind the 
King's residence, where no one was allowed to see 
them except the guard who provided them with 
food. This information was obtained from Mirza 
Junaid, the priest, who knows all that passes in the 
King's household, and when Stoddart was sick 
himself attended on him. These men are perfectly 
satisfied that Stoddart and ConoUy have never been 
put to death, and they believe them to be alive at 
this moment. 

Now it is very extraordinary that we have re- 
ceived similar accounts from people, inhabitants of 
Bokhara, who have been hundreds, nay, thousands, 
of miles apart when they have, made these deposi- 
tions ; and, therefore, collusion was quite out of the 
question. 

The above statement may be true or false. My 
reason for laying it before the reader is to call his 
attention to the fact, that this statement was only 
copied by one English paper, " The Morning Post." 
And the editor adds this note, ** Of course the 
editor of the • Bombay Times ' was ignorant of the 
official accounts which we have already published 
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of the fate of these unfortunate officers." — Editor, 
Morning Post. 

In the "Delhi Gazette*' of the 14th August, 
1844, the following paragraph appeared, which was 
not copied into any English paper : — 

<< We had hoped to have heard before this date direct 
from Dr. Wolff, and of the certainty of the fates of Stod- 
dart and Conolly ; but, as yet, nothing that can absolutely 
be depended upon as to their ultimate fate has transpired. 
A correspondent, who takes more than usual interest in 
Dr. Wolff's pilgrimage, has revived this painful subject ; 
and, although not inclined to believe in the existence of 
Conolly, still hopes that Stoddart may yet be found. His 
hopes are founded upon the fact that a Cabul merchant, 
residing in Bokhara, whose name is in our possession, has 
written to his agent in Kashmeer, so late as February 
last, in answer to urgent inquiries as to the fate of our 
countrymen, that Conolly had died in prison, and suffering 
much distress, and that, at his death, Colonel Stoddart 
was removed by the King of Bokhara to the ' Urk,* or 
citadel -, that, for six months, he had tried every means to 
ascertain his fate, but that he had not succeeded. 

''These are but slight hopes, indeed; and we most 
make up our minds, we fear, to the worst. We have 
directed our agents in Cabul to use every effort to find out 
something relating to the fate of the unfortunates, but 
hitherto all has been surmise/' 

I certainly might myself have published Colonel 
Shiel's despatch from memory, had I thought fit, as 
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Lord Aberdeen gave me a general authority to 
publish every thing that was communicated to me. 
As, however, Dr. Wolff was now so far advanced 
that public opinion in England could not in any way 
affect him, much as I was disgusted with the conduct 
of the British government, I thought it better to 
wait for Dr. Wolff's version of the affair, which 
reached me about three weeks after. The Doctor 
says : — 

" Count de Medem told me yesterday that when the 
ambassador of Bokhara arrived here, he sent a man on 
purpose to inquire after the state of Colonel Stoddart and 
Captain ConoUy, to which he repKed, that he believed 
theui to be dead, but he had not seen them, nor has any one 
elser 

This is very different firom the account transmit* 
ted from St. Petersburg. 

Dr. Wolff then gives an account of his interview 
with the Bokhara ambassador, when he denied, ** in 
toto, the account of the execution/* 

By the November Mail we had an account of a 
man just arrived from Bokhara at Bombay, who 
makes a solemn deposition confirmatory of the 
above. Now this has not been copied into any 
English paper, the editors being satisfied that Stod- 
dart and Conolly had ceased to exist. 

Thus the reader will see that, by establishing an 
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opinion of the death of these unfortunate men, the 
circulation of intelligence was prevented. 

Let us suppose for a moment an officer com- 
manding an outpost at one of our frontier canton- 
ments on the Sutledge. 

This gentleman is leisurely occupied discussing 
his tiffin ; a serjeant enters, and informs him that a 
wretched man has arrived, who has not the least 
appearance of a European j he is covered with rags, 
filth, vermin, and sores, atid yet says he is an 
English Colonel escaped from Bokhara, and that 
his name is Stoddart 

Lieutenant Easy (after a long yawn), "Why, 
what the devil is all this nonsense you tell me 
about Colpnel Stoddart ? This is, indeed, a capital 
joke ! What an impudent impostor this rascal 
must be ! Colonel Stoddart and Captain ConoUy 
were both publicly executed some time ago. Hand 
me that * Army List ' in the red cover. Let me 
see I Ah, true enough ; — here it is I Page 95* 
* Deaths.— Lieut..Col. Stoddart, H.P. Royal Staff 
Corps, Bokhara, Persia. 17th June, 1842.* Well, 
there can be no mistake about that, although these 
officials are a little out in their geography, certainly* 
Bokhara in Persia I But, however, there can be no 
doubt that this Colonel Stoddart is officially defunct ; 
therefore, this fellow must be a spy. Let him have 
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a good ^ cobbing ' with a gun-sling, see him safe on 
the other side of the Sutledge, tell him to return 
from whence he came, and should he be found 
lurking about the cantonments, let him be hung 
without ceremony." 

Such, seriously, might be the effect of giving 
credit to a report of a man's death. And this 
official announcement of the death of a brave 
officer was merely based upon a report — a report 
furnished by a regular scoundrel, as has been since 
proved, and for furnishing which this fellow received 
3000 rupees. 

Now, really, for my part, I would rather lose my 
time in endeavouring to restore animation to a 
corpse than run the slightest risk of allowing the 
vital spark to expire for want of a little care and 
exertion. 

So do they not think in Downing Street. 
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CHAPTER V. 

I HAVE often been asked what could have been 
the King of Bokhara's motive for imprisoning 
Colonel Stoddart. He, himself, says, he con- 
sidered the Colonel as a spy. In Captain Abbott's 
account of his mission to Khiva, he gives the 
opinion of the sovereign of that country on the 
subject ; and, as the opinion of that intelligent 
officer may be interesting to the reader, I here 
insert a few extracts from his interesting work. 

I find the following at page 36, Vol. I. : — 

^' Colonel Stoddart's old servant also accompanied us, 
following me some distance after I had taken leave of 
the Beeg. I fell into company with him, and found it to 
be his firm conviction that the imprisonment of Colonel 
Stoddart was owing to a letter written by the Vuzier Yar 
Muhummeed, to the Ummeer of Bokhara. 

*^ This man has since visited Bokhara, with the view 
of efi^ecting Colonel Stoddart*s release. 

^^ His opinion jumps with a conviction I have long 
felt. It is well known that terms of defiance passed be- 
tween Colonel Stoddart and the Vuzier, which the latter 
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was the last man in the world to forget or forgive. An 
outward reconciliation had taken place, but could but 
serve to inflame, by suppressing the resentment of such a 
fiend as Yar Muhummeed. 

" It would appear that the Vuzier, in addition to his 
letter to the Ummeer, sent a man of his own in company 
with Colonel Stoddart ; and to this man's advice is attri- 
buted all the evil consequences that fell upon Colonel 
Stoddart, whom he had persuaded to believe him an at- 
tached follower." 

I find, however, in page 89, the opinion of the 
Khaun of Khiva, which shews more distinctly why 
the Khaun of Bokhara should detain Colonel Stod- 
dart. 

The conversation between the Khaun and Cap- 
tain Abbott is as follows : — 

" * Are you friends or enemies of Bokhara?' 
*' • We sent an ambassador to Bokhara, to offer the 
Ummeer friendship. He was afterwards to have pro- 
ceeded, I believe, to Khiva, with similar offers to your 
majesty; but the Ummeer, violating the laws of nations, 
and the rights of hospitality, seized and imprisoned him. 
Such an act, unless speedily redressed, may bring the 
vengeance of my government upon Bokhara. Your ma- 
jesty must have influence with the Ummeer, and would 
do an important benefit to the Mousulman world, in ex- 
erting it for the liberation of Colonel Stoddart. For the 
British are extremely reluctant to enter into war with 
any of the Moslem states, their natural allies.' 
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*' ' I am on terms of defiance ; he will not Ibten to 
me.' 

'' ' But his ambassador was lately at Khira/ 

**^He departed without obtaining his object. The 
Ummeer is mad.' 

" * Your majesty is a friend and ally of the King of 
Kokaun. If both yourself and that monarch should 
urge the release of Colonel Stoddart, the Ummeer would 
not dare refuse.* 

" 'The Ummeer thinks, from the pains you take for 
Colonel Stoddart's release, that he is some very great 
man; and, as he fears you will some day molest him, 
detains him to exchange for some city, or some high ran- 
som. Would your government give any high sum for 
his release?' 

*^ ' My queen has thousands of subjects the equals in 
birth and rank to Colonel Stoddart. Had Colonel Stod- 
dart been taken in war, a ransom might probably be 
thought of. But he was the Ummeer's guest, and the re- 
presentative of my king at the time of his seizure. The 
insult, if not redressed, may be avenged. So far from 
the Ummeer gaining a city in exchange for Colonel Stod- 
dart, were he to ask only a single rupee, the British Go- 
vernment would refuse the demand with scorn. The 
pains we have taken for Colonel Stoddart's release, pro- 
ceed from our reluctance to war with any of the states of 
Islaum. But for this reluctance, we had long ago sent a 
couple of thousand soldiers to drive the Ummeer out of 
his kingdom.'" 

At page 169, Vol. L I find the following: — 
<' At my next audience^ the Khaun Huzurut informed 
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me> that the Ummeer of Bokhara had sent a decided 
negative to his (the Khaun's) two several remonstrances 
for the release of Colonel Stoddart. The reply of the 
Ummeer was, — 

" * You have one English Eelehir, what would you do 
with another? Do you grudge me one?* 

" I replied, that I deeply regretted the Ummeer's in- 
sanity ; but that the Khaun Huzurut's friendly attention 
to the request of my government could not be impaired 
by the conduct of the Ummeer, but was as precious as if 
crowned with the desired success. 

" I begged in the name of my government to offer 
his majesty the warmest thanks/' 

My opinion is, that having imprisoned Colonel 
Stoddart in the first instance, on an erroneous 
though perfectly justifiable suspicion, the King of 
Bokhara made sure that a nation like Great Bri- 
tain would certainly punish such a degrading in- 
sult ofltered to an ambassador, and that it would be 
made a pretext for depriving him of his throne. 
Should he, therefore, release Colonel Stoddart, that 
officer would undoubtedly return with the invading 
force ; and his knowledge of the country would 
render resistance useless, and the conquest certain. 
The reader will have observed at page 33, that 
the King of Kokan was not disposed to allow Cap- 
tain ConoUy to proceed to Bokhara, with which 
country he was at war, fearing that he might aid 
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Nasr Ullah ; and, when he granted Captain Con- 
oUy's request, he forced him to take a circuitous 
route, that he might not ohserve the state of the 
country through which the Bokhara army would 
have to advance to reach Kokan. 

On the 7th of July, 1844, I received the fol- 
lowing letter from Dr. Wolff: — 

" Offidal 

<< Bokhara, May 5, 1844. 
*' To Captain Grover. 

"Sir, — I write this letter in the house of Nayeb 
Samet Khan, the chief of the artillery , and the arsenal 
of his Majesty the King of Bokhara, a sincere and excel- 
lent friend of the British nation, bat in the presence, 
also, of his majesty the Ummeer's mahram (private 
chamberlain) ; and I write this letter officially, by order 
of the King of Bokhara, to whom I give a translation of 
the letter ; and, therefore, confine myself only to the most 
necessary lopicsy without comment, and without any ob- 
servation from my part. 

" Firstly, on the 29th of April, the king stated to me 
by medium of the above-named Nayet), and in the pre- 
sence of Mullah Kasem the king's mahram (private cham- 
berlain), that he had put to death in the month of Sarra-- 
tan, 1259,* Colonel Stoddart and Captain ConoUy. The 
first had been put to death, firstly, on account of his hav* 

* I have the highest authority in this country for stating, 
that the month of Sarratan, 1259, means July, 1843. 
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ing treated royalty with the greatest disrespect on differ- 
ent occasions ; secondly, that he had turned Mussulman, 
and then returned to the Christian faith ; thirdly, that he 
had promised to get letters from England, and fourteen 
months had elapsed, without receiving any answer, 
though the king had erected Japar Khanas (post- 
houses) on his account. And with regard to Conolly, 
that he had been put to death for having induced the 
Khans of Khiva and Kokan to wage war against the 
King of Bokhara, &c. His majesty has given me per- 
mission to leave Bokhara on the 9th of May, i. «., Friday 
next. 

'' From Meshed I shall write every thing more fully. 
" I am, Sir, 
'^ Your humble and obedient Servant, 

" Joseph Wolff, 

<< Mullah of England. 

" My dear Grover, — Pray tell Lady Georgiana that 
there i& not the least fear for my life, and that I shall 
write to her very soon. 

<* Joseph Wolff." 

Many persons, I doubt not, when they read the 
account of Dr. Wolff's imprisonment at Bokhara, 
thought it a sufficient justification of the Govern- 
ment for refusing me the permission I asked ; im- 
agining that I should have shared the same fate. 
The cases, however, are very different. Dr. Wolff 
went to Bokhara as an innocent traveller^ thinking 
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his sacred character of Moolah would protect him. 
As an innocent traveller^ he was imprisoned. Colo- 
nel Stoddart and Captain ConoUy were disowned hy 
their government, and proclaimed as innocent tra- 
vellers ; for that reason, says the King of Bokhara, 
they met the fate they deserved. 

The Under-Secretary of State tempted me with 
the offer of all the aid at the command of the 
Foreign Office, if I would proceed to Bokhara 
as an innocent traveller. I told him I wanted 
no assistance whatever from government, merely 
a sufficient recognition of my mission, to shew 
that I was not a spy, and an authority to claim 
Stoddart, without which I knew he would not 
leave Bokhara had he the permission. This was 
refused. 

On receiving the preceding letter from Dr. 
Wolff, I proceeded to Downing Street, and was 
honoured hy the Earl of Aherdeen with an inter- 
view. His Lordship read the letter with great 
attention. I was ahout to speak to his Lordship 
on the danger of the Doctor's position, and of the 
means that might he employed to save him, when we 
were disturbed hy the entrance of a gentleman, and 
I therefore addressed to his Lordship the following 
letter: — 
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" Army and Navy Club, 

''August \st, 1844. 
" My Lord, 

" At the interview with which your Lordship honoured 
me on Saturday last, I was about to say a few words on 
the outrage committed by the King of Bokhara, when we 
were interrupted by (I believe) the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. I therefore presume to submit the following 
observations to your Lordship's consideration. 

" An opinion appears to prevail that the King of 
Bokhara is beyond the reach of our vengeance. I think, 
however, that I shall be able to shew that he may be 
reached and punished without difficulty. 

" Fearing, however, that at the present day the ques- 
tion of expediency must be first discussed, I will endeavour 
to establish that point. 

"There is no principle in diplomacy more generally 
admitted than this — that the greatest injury, the greatest 
insult, a nation can suffer, is the murder or imprisonment 
of an ambassador. All jurists are agreed on this point, 
and I think no one would dare even to hint that it would 
be ' expedient ' that the British nation should submit to 
this degradation. 

" After the Cabul disaster it was not thought expedient 
to attempt to punish the murderer of our envoy, but, 
rather to save our rupees, abandon the prisoners to their 
wretched fate, and sacrifice the honour of the British 
army. 

'' Now, ray Lord, had this disgraceful decision been 
acted upon, I have no hesitation in saying the result 
would have been the ultimate oss of our Indian empire. 

" Have the rupees Genera* Pollock's expedition cost 
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the nation been advantageously employed? I am sure 
your Lordship ivill say, Had the cost been tenfold, the 
murder of the envoy ought not to have passed un- 
avenged. 

*' Assuming, therefore, that it is expedient to maintain 
the national honour, I will endeavour to shew how, in my 
humble opinion, this may be achieved. 

** I put the employment of a British force out of the 
question. 

'* Your Lordship is aware that both Khiva and Kho- 
kan are at war with Bokhara. 

'* I bad the honour of submitting to your Lordship a 
letter from the Asoof*ood-Dowlah, uncle to the King of 
Persia, Governor of Khorassaun, from which it appears 
that he had assembled between Merve and Meshed the 
most powerful tribes of Saraks, Mahal, Merve, &c., and 
that he was ready to march to Bokhara to punish the 
Ameer, with the permission of the Shah, if he had the 
authority of Great Britain. 

" The King of Bokhara being such a horrible tyrant, 
and considered by his subjects as a madman, they might 
possibly reflect upon the fate of Cabul, and save us the 
trouble of deposing him. 

" Now, the plan I propose is this : England should 
proclaim to all nations her intention of punishing the 
Ameer of Bokhara for the murder or imprisonment of her 
ambassador, and to set at liberty all English, Russian, 
and Persian slaves, the number of which is enormous. 

"To carry this resolution into effect, your Lordship 
will only have to say the word to put a Persian army in 
motion. This army should be accompanied by a British 



Digitized by 



Google 



108 author's proposition. 

officer as Her Majesty's Commissioner ; and he ought to 
have one or two squadrons of British dragoons, or Com- 
pany's cavalry, and a few light guns as an escort, which 
would give an English character to the expedition. In 
case of success, of which I can entertain no doubt, 
England would retrieve her honour; should the expe- 
dition fail, of course the blame would lie with the 
f^ersians. 

'* The expedition should be directed against the Ameer 
alone, our policy requiring that Bokhara should be 
strengthened rather than weakened. 

** I trust your Lordship will not consider me pre- 
sumptuous in offering these remarks. At all events, I 
feel that I am merely doing my duty. And, in conclusion, 
I beg leave, through your Lordship, to make a tender of 
my dutiful services to Her Majesty, to be employed in 
any way in this glorious enterprise, although I am quite 
sure your Lordship will find many officers quite as willing 
and better qualified than I am. 

" I have the honour to be, 
« My Lord, 
" Your Lordship's obedient, 
"Humble Servant, 
« The BigU Hon. « John G rover, 

" The Earl of AherdeeUy " Captain Unattached. 

" ^c. ^c. ^c. 
" Secretary of State. 

" P.S. I would send the escort dismounted from Bom- 
bay to Bushire, and purchase the horses in Persia." 

The following answer was received :-^ 
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<< Mr, Addington to Captain Grover. 

« Foreign Office, 
''August 1th, 1844. 

** Sir, 
" I am directed by the Earl of Aberdeen to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 1st inst., suggesting 
a plan for deposing the Ameer of Bokhara in retaliation 
for the execution of Lieut.-Colonel Stoddart and Captain 
Conolly, and offering your services to be employed in any 
way in the enterprise ; and I am to state to you, in reply, 
that his Lordship is obliged to you for your offer. But 
notwithstanding the natuml feeling of indignation and 
resentment which lead his Lordship to desire to see 
punishment inflicted on the author of so barbarous an act 
as the murder of Colonel Stoddart and Captain ConoUy, 
he does not anticipate that he will have any occasion for 
troubling you to proceed to Bokhara in the manner 
which you point out. 

"lam, Sir, 
" Your most obedient, humble Servant, 

" H. U. Addington." 

My proposition having been thus refused by 
Her Majesty's government, I will state a few facts 
for the information of the public. 

At this time I received a letter from the Viceroy 
of Khorassan, uncle to the King of Persia, which I 
was requested to deliver personally to the Duke of 
Wellington, and which, I have reason to believe. 
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recommended an attack upon the tyrant of Bokhara. 
1 did not think it necessary to intrude myself upon 
the Duke, but placed the letter in the hands of 
Lord Fitzroy Somerset. 

Dr. Wolff also wrote from Bokhara that he was 
received with shouts by the people whenever he 
appeared, as they thought he was to be followed by 
an English army. 

In a private conversation he had with the Naib 
Abd-ool-Samet-Khan, the King's lieutenant, and 
commander of the troops, this man thus addressed 
him : — 

" * The tyrant had the intention of putting me to death, 
and, for two years back, has not given me any salary, 
until he saw that he could not go on without me. And 
thus he acted even after I had taken Kokan ; and, if he 
had been able to have taken Khiva, he certainly would 
have cut off my head. 

** * Let the British government send an officer to Kokan, 
another to Kholoom, and another to Khiva. Let those 
Khans be induced to march against Bokhara, and let the 
British government give me twenty or thirty thousand 
tillahs, I am ready to support them. I know he intends 
to kill me ; but, Inshallah (God willing), I will put him to 
death; " 

The above is an extract from Dr. Wolff*s letter.* 
Dr. Wolff states that there are 200,000 Persians 
detained at Bokhara. This appears an incredible 
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number ; but we well know that, in the reign of the 
Ameer Seyid, 40,000 families were transferred from 
Merve to the neighbourhood of Samarkand. These 
men are obliged outwardly to profess the Sunni 
Mth, though, in their hearts, they continue Shiah* 
It will readily be ima^ned they would hail with joy 
any political change that would release them from 
the power of the Uzbegs. The whole of the regular 
troops in the kingdom of Bokhara amounts only to 
500. Of these 450 are Persians ; and their com- 
mander, the Naiby whose conversation I have just 
reported^ is also a Persian. 

At Bokhara the Jews are numerous, and possess 
great influence. They are well disposed to Christ- 
ians, particularly to the English, who, they imagine, 
never visit Bokhara except as spies, and with evil 
intentions towards the Bokharians. All travellers 
speak with gratitude of the kindness they have 
received from this nation. 

The King of Bokhara might contrive to bring 
about 40,000 men into the field ; but not one-third 
of these would be armed. These men wear helmets, 
carry shields, swords, and generally a long kuife, a 
few have pistols, and matchlocks which are placed 
upon a rest when fired. 

I have taken these last details from Baron de 
Bode's translation of a Russian work on Bokhara, 
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just published, to make my proposition to Lord 
Aberdeen intelligible to the general reader. 

The disgraceful insult that has been inflicted 
upon the British nation, by the imprisonment of her 
ambassadors, and the culpable negligence of the 
government concerning the fate of these men, has 
excited far more interest in France, Germany, and, 
I may say, on the Continent generally, than in 
England. This has not arisen from want of feel- 
ing in the nation, but from the difficulty an Eng- 
lishman must have to believe in the possibility that 
the government could have acted as I have shewn 
it has done, and also from having adopted the opi- 
nion which the government was so anxious to in- 
culcate, that these men were not ambassadors, were 
not diplomatic agents, but merely " innocent traveU 
lersr 

The French and German papers have con- 
tained long articles on this subject ; and in the last 
number of the Revue de Parisy there is a notice 
which I extract, marking in Italics those passages 
to which I wish to direct the reader's special atten- 
tion. I do not think it necessary to comment upon 
the arguments, or to point out the trifling inaccu- 
racy in the facts, which are in the main correct, my 
object in printing it being merely to shew how 
great must be the interest felt by the French nation 
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on this subject, when we see so much valuable 
space in a periodical like the Revue de Paris, de- 
voted to the fate of Stoddart and ConoUy. 

From the « Revue de Paris" for October, 1844. 

VoL II. page 265. 

" Zes Agens Anglais d Bokhara , et le Docteur Wolff. 

^* L'ambition des czare, on n'en saurait doater, r£ve de 
r^anir un jour sous le m^nie joug la plus grande partie 
de TEurope et de TAsie. Depuis bien des anuses, elle 
prepare sourdement les voies de cette oeuvre immense. 
La guerre acharn^e qu'elle soutient sans relache pour la 
soumission du Caucase n'a probablement pas d'autre 
cause que le desir de s'ouvrir un libre passage dans la 
Perse, qui touche par un des cotes les plus vulnerables 
a rinde Anglaise. Ce serait la route la plus commode, 
la plus courte, et, en attendant la possession des riches 
provinces arrosees par 1' Indus et le Gauge, la Perse serait 
une proie capable de satisfaire pour quelque temps la 
Russie. Forcee par la resistance des Circassiens d'ajour- 
ner ces projets de conqufite, elle pense a s'ouvrir une 
autre route k travers les deserts du Turkestan, qui baigue 
le rivage oriental de la mer Caspienne ; cette route lui 
donnerait par le nord la cl6 de la p6ninsule Indienne. Les 
diverses expeditions dirigees centre le khanat de Khiva 
n'ont pas eu d'autre motif. La soumission de cette con- 
tree n'aurait pas seulement Tavantage d'introduire les 
Russes au coeur m6me de ce que Ton appelle TAsie cen- 
trale. Au milieu des populations belliqueuses qui Thabi- 
tent et que Ton evalue a plus de cinq millions d'ames, ils 
trouveraient sans peine les el6mens d'une nouvelle inva- 

I 
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sion de barbares, pareille ^ celle des Mongols, a la suite 
de laquelle ils descendraient jusqu'aux rivages de la mer 
Jes Indes. Mais aucune des tentatives qu'elle a faites de 
ce c6t6 n'a reussi k la Russie. La dernifere, conduite par 
le general Perowsky#ti 1840, a r6vele dans les deserts 
qui separent Khiva de la mer Caspienne des difficultes 
insurmontables. Cependant la Russie ne se decourage 
pas. Sang renoncer h, faire usage de la force ouverte, 
elle prepare par Tintrigue des voies a la conqu£te> et ce 
nioyen est peut-etre le plus sur. Le gouvernement Anglais 
le sait bien, et ne m^prise nullement les secretes menees 
de cette puhsance vraiment redontable. Ce n'est pas 
tant pour soumettre des populations barbares qu'avait ete 
entreprise la campagne de Caboul et de TAfghanistan 
que pour les arracher i I'influence prochaiue de la 
Russie. La cooipagnie des Indes sent parfaitement que 
de ce cot^-la seulement se trouvent pour elle les plus 
graves dangers. Elle ne se fait aucune illusion ^ cet 
egard. Sa puissance ne sera s^rieusement en peril que 
le jour oii un peuple d'Europe prendra parti pour les 
Hindous centre elle. Ce role n'est possible qu'ci la 
Russie. Aussi la seule presence d'un officier Cosaque, 
d*un aventurier Russe dans T Afghanistan ou le Caboul, a 
Bokhara ou a Khiva, suffit pour mettre en 6moi les trois 
presidences. 

" Au commencement de 1838, une nombreuse cara- 
vane parut sur la fronti^re du territoire de Bokhara. 
Elle avait travers6e sans encombre les steppes d^sertes 
qui bordent la rive occidentale de FOxus. Le bruit se 
repandit bientot parmi les hordes pillardes du Turkestan 
qu'elle se composait de trois cents marchands Russes. 
AuBsitot Usbecks, Kirghizes, Khiviens, Turcs, se pre- 
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parent de toates parte d, fondre gar cette nchd proie. 
La cararane fat snrprise dans nne gorge 6troite, et tons 
les Yoyageurs farent faite prisonniers arant qn'ils euisent 
eu le temps de se mettre en ^tat de defense ; mais on ne 
tarda pas a d^coarrir dans ces paisibles marchands, qui 
araient ^te yendus comme esclaves et disperses dans 
rinterienr du pays de Bokhara, des officiers Rosses et 
Cosaques, se rendant ainsi d^gais^s aapr^s des khans et 
des emirs da Turkestan, charges sans doute d'one mission 
de leur souverain. La nouvelle de cet Strange 6T^ne- 
ment arriva it Londres, et Thabile ministre qui dirigeait 
alors les affaires 6trang^res vit du premier coop tout le 
parti qu'on en pouvait tirer. Cela se passait dans le 
m6me temps que se preparaient les expeditions contre le 
Caboul et I'Afghanistan. II comprit que la Russie avait 
prevu ce qui etait arriv6, ce qui devait presque imman- 
quablement arriver, et qu elle etait pr6te a en profiter. 
En effet, sous le pretexte de faire respecter ses sujets, le 
czar n'aurait pas manque de faire avancer des troupes 
sur rOxus, et a la faveur de ce pretexte honorable il 
aurait pu conquerir des provinces importantes. Comme 
on le voit, la partie etait bien engag^e ; mais la Russie 
avait pour adversaire un plus fin joueur qu'elle. 

" Aussitot qu il eut connaissance des details de toute 
cette affaire, lord Palmerston donna ordre au ministre 
Anglais k Teh6ran de choisir parmi les nombreux officiers 
attaches k sa suite un homme intr^pide, et de Tenvoyer 
immediatement k Bokhara. Le choix tomba sur le 
colonel Stoddart, qui se rendit h la cour de T^mir et le 
decida a faire mettre sans retard en liberty les prfetendus 
marchands Russes vendus comme esclaves. Toutefois le 
gouvemement Anglais n'avait sans doute pas seulement 
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pour but de dejouer les projets des Russes et de leur 
enlever tout pretexte d'agression. Le colonel Stoddart, 
qui.avait 6t6 rejoint par un autre officier, le capitaine 
ConoUy, ne regarda pas sa mission comnie termin^e 
apr^s la d^livrance des prisonniers Russes. II demeura 
avec son compagnon aupres de T^mir Nasr-UUah ; dans 
quel dessein, on Tignore. Quoiqu'il en soit, lord Pal- 
merston avait r6ussi, par cette adroite manoeuvre, k etab- 
lir k Bokhara, h la cour meme du plus puissant des 
petits souverains de FAsie eentrale, deux agens Anglais, 
chose impossible k obtenir jusque 1^, pr^ts a servir les 
^nterets de leur pays et a surveiller les intrigues de la 
RuBsie. 

" Qu'il nous soit permis de faire -ici une reflexion. 
Comment ne pas envier a VAngleterre ces agens intrepides 
quelle trouve toujours prets a se devouer a son service ? 
Le merite est d'autant plus grand, que le sort qui les attend 
dans ces perilleuses entreprises ne saurait itre douteux. 
Pour un Alexandre Burnes, dont le nom se repand dans 
tout le monde civilis6, combien de victimes de ce patriot- 
isme tombent obscurement, disparaissent sans laisser plus de 
traces que la paille que le vent emporte dans Vabime! Ces 
devouements sont sublimes ; ils meritent d'etre signales a la 
juste admiration des peuples, 

'* La situation du colonel Stoddart et du capitaine 
Conolly a la cour de T^mir de Bokhara varia selon les 
circonstances. Tant&t ils jouissaient de la plus grande 
faveur. Nasr-UUah les consultait en toutes choses ; tantot 
dans la plus profonde disgrace, jetes dans un cachot mal- 
sain, mourant presque de faim, ils 6taient exposes aux 
outrages les plus odieux, et chaque jour menaces de perdre 
la Tie. Ces vicissitudes dependaient des succ^s ou des 
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revers des troupes Anglaises sur les rives de Plndus et 
dans TAfghanistan. L emir flattait ou maltraitait les agens 
de TAngleterre en proportion de ses craintes et de sa 
confiance. 

''Ce seal fait suffirait pour justifier la politique 
qu'avaitsuivierAngleterre en 6tendant sa domination dans 
I'Asie centrale. Les victoires des armes Anglaises r^pan- 
daient la terreurj usque dans le coeur des princes les plus 
braves. lis redoutaient le sort de leurs voisins, et pen 
sen fallait qu'ils ne previnssent la conquSte par des offices 
prematurees de soumission. Nasr-Ullah, prince cruel, 
redoute 6galement de ses sujets et de ses voisins, qui 
n'etait monte sur le trone que par Tempoisonnement de son 
fr^re, ^tait, comme tons les petits souverains de TOrient, 
un adroit calculateur. Le bruit des malheurs de la famille 
de Dost-Mohammed lui faisait craindre pour sa surety, et 
il songeait dej^ a se manager la faveur des futurs con* 
querans de ses provinces par les caresses et les bons 
traitemens qu'il prodiguait aux deux agens Britanniques. 
Mais quand vinrent les d^sastres de Tarm^e Anglaise 
dans le Caboul, ces courageux repr^sentans de la Grande- 
Bretagne furent de nouveau en butte aux rigueurs de 
I'emir, qui fut sur le point de les envoyer h la mort 
Nasr-Ullah 6tait encore incertain du parti qu'il prendrait 
k leur ^gard, quand il apprit, h son grand 6tonnement, la 
seconde fme de Caboul et de Ghuzni. Le colonel Stod- 
dart et son compagnon furent rendus k la liberty, et rien 
ne fut epargn6 pour effacer en eux tout ressentiment des 
outrages dont ils avaient €t& accabl^s. A ce moment il 
leur aurait ete permis de quitter Bokhara, Les triomphes 
de leurs compatriotes eussent proteg6 leur retraite ; cepen- 
dantj par un exces de zik et dejidelite, ils ne se crurenfe 
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pas libres d*abandonner Man$ ordre le paste oH les atmt 
places le service de lew pays. Malbeureiisement, on les 
avait ^-peu-pr^s oubliis; ou les croyait morts depuis long- 
temps. L'armee Anglaise abandonna precipitamment le 
Caboul et TAfghanittan, apr^s aToit* tir6 une miserable 
yerigeance des d^sastres passes, et les deax infortiin^s 
agens forent liyres sans defense, et sans m£me la protec- 
tion lointaine du nom Anglais, aux caprices vindicatifs 
d'un despote barbare. ^intervention de lord ElUn- 
boroughf qu'ils inform^rent de leur situation, acheva de 
les perdre. Se souvenant trop tard de ces sentinelles 
avanc6es, le gouverneur-g6n6ral de I'lnde 6crivit une lettre 
en leur faveur a Nasr-Ullah, les r^clamant comme d'in- 
nocens voyageurs^ et promettant que d6sormais ils s'abstien- 
draient d*entrer dans ses etats. Rien nepouvait etreplus 
maladroit, L'6mir savait tres bien a quoi s'en tenir sur le 
veritable caractere de ses deux prisonniers ; mais arme de 
cette lettre de lord Ellenborough, il se crut autoris^ st 
les traiter comme des espions qui lui en avaient imposi, 

" C'est alors que Tagent Russe aupr&s de Femir de 
Bokhara, le general Petrowsky, soUicita la mise en li- 
berie de M. Stoddart et de M. Conolly, et demanda qu'il 
leur flit permit de se retirer oil bon leur semblerait. Par 
cette intervention inattendue, la Russie prenait sa revanche 
du mauvais tour que lui avait jou6 lord Palmerston. Le ge- 
neral Petrowsky sed^barrassaitde deux surveillans incom- 
modes, et, en se posant en protectur des agens Anglais, il 
donnait h Nasr-Ullah une idee avantageuse de la puissance 
de son maitre. C'est ce que comprit trfesbien M. Stoddart. 
Aussi, lorsqu'on lui ofFrit la liberte h. la condition de le 
remettre entre le mains de Tagent Russe, il refusa nette- 
menty et Nasr-UUab s'enqu6rant des motifs de sa d6ter- 
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mmation, le patriote Anglais r^pondit adroitement : ' Je 
ne douie pas gueje ne $ois bien iraite par ks Russes; 
mats, lorsque mon gouvemement me reclamera que lui re* 
pondra voire altessei* Frapp^ de ce raisonnement, Nasr- 
Ullah rejeta 068 prisonniers dans leur cachot et d^fendit 
au g^n^ral Petrowsky de s'occuper d'eoz davantage. 

'' Cependant M. Stoddart et M. ConoUy aTaient en 
Angleterre des compagnons d'arnies qui ne les avaient pas 
oublies. Un ami particulier da colonel Stoddart, le capi- 
taine John Grover, alarme sur le sort probable qui Tat- 
tendait, r^solut de le delivrer. Pour reussir dans cette 
gen^reuse et difficile entreprise, il ne demandait a lord 
Aberdeen et k ses superieurs que la permission de se 
rendre k Bokhara rev^tu de son uniforme dofficier Anglais. 
Lord Aberdeen refusa de lui accorder cette autorisation ; 
il ne voulut pas mime recevoir le capitaine Grover, et lui 
fit donner pour toute reponse que sans doute M. Stod- 
dart et M. ConoUy n'existaient plus depuis long-temps, et 
qu'il avait tort de s'inquieter d'eux. D(^s-lors M. Grover 
renon^a k son projet, car c'eiit et6 un acte de folic de 
s'aventurer sans caract^re officiel au milieu de ces popu- 
lations barbares. 

" Sur ces entrefaites Joseph Wolffs missionnaire Anglais 
et ministre de Veglise etablie^ annon^a publiquement qu'il 
6tait pr£t a partir pour Bokhara, si on lui fournissait les 
moyens d entreprendre ce long et couteux voyage. Voici 
pour quel motif le docteur Wolff se decidait h aban- 
donner son pays, sa femme, son unique enfant, et se de^ 
vouait a une mort presque certaine, Le capitaine Conolly 
Tavait rencontre plusieurs annees auparavant au milieu de 
TAsie centrale dans le plus affreux denouement et 8*echap- 
pant de Tesclavage oii Tavait reduit les hordes feroces 
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auxqaelles il etait alle porter les lumieres de TEvangile- 
11 1'avait secouru comme un fr^re et se T^tait attache par 
le8 liens de la plus vive reconnaissance. C'etait cette 
dette que le docteur Wolff voulait acquitter en teutatit 
d'arracher a son malheureux sort son ami et son bienfai- 
teur. Le capitaine Grover s'empressa de lui remettre 
500 livres sterling (12,600 francs), somme a laquelle le 
docteur Wolff evaluait la depense du voyage. Cette 
noble conduite du missionnaire excita Tadmiration gene- 
rale. Aussitot un comite se forma, compos6 d'officiers de 
Farmee Anglaise et de simples particuliers, qui s'engag^r* 
ent h fournir au docteur Wolff tout ce qui lui serait ne- 
cessaire. Le capitaine Grover fut force de reprendre ses 
500 livres sterling : on lui permit seulement de cooperer 
k Tentreprise commune. Cela se passait a la fin du mois 
de Juin de rann6e dernifere. . 

" Le docteur Wolff se mit immediatement en route. 
II traversa la Mediterran6e, la mer Noire avec la plus 
grande rapidite, debarqua a Tr6bizonde au commence- 
ment de rhiver, et malgre la rigueur de la saison, se 
dirigea en toute hSlte vers le terme de son voyage. Sur 
la route les bruits les plus contradictoires lui arrivaient 
de toutes partes. A Meshed, il d^couvrit un agent du 
colonel Stoddart, qui avait en cb&les et autres objets pre^ 
cieux, pour plus de 50,000 francs en dep6t, et qui, par 
un motif facile a comprendre, affirmait de la mani^re la 
plus positive que le colonel et son compagnon ^taient 
morts^ depuis long-temps. L'ambassadeur Russe a Teh6* 
ran, M. le Comte de Medem, r^pandit le meme bruit^ 
tandis que le ministre Anglais pres la cour de Perse, M. 
le colonel Shiel, assurait qu'ils etaient encore en vie. 
Les renseignements ne firent que precipiter le marche du 
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docteur Wolff. Cependant k mesure qu'il approchait de 
Bokhara, ses esp6rances et sa coofiance diminaaient. 
Protege par une escorte de Tarcomans, il traversa pans 
encombre le d6sert et arriva enfin k la cour de Nasr-UUab, 
oik il apprit qoe le colonel Stoddart et le capitaine Con- 
oily avaient ete mis a mort par les ordres de Temir. 

'' Telle 6tait la substance de la premiere lettre de M. 
Wolff 6crite de Bokhara. Qiielque precise qu'elle ffit h 
regard du sort 6prouve par les deux agens Anglais, leurs 
amis s'etaient flatt^s un moment que le fait n'etait rien 
moins que certain. Avant son depart Tintrepide mission- 
naire 6tait convenu avec le capitaine Grover qtie si, en 
arriyant a Bokhara, il ne trouvait plus M. Stoddart et M. 
Conolly yivans, il n'ecrirait pas, et qu'en consequence on 
n'ajont&t aucune foi h. sa lettre, si elle annon^ait cette 
malheureuse nouvelle. Or, comme le docteur Wolff 
disait dans sa lettre qu'il n'ecrivait que par lordre formel 
de r6mir, on esp6rait que M. Stoddart et M, Conolly 
n'avaient pas encore 6i€ sacrifies. 

** II n'est plus perniis aujourd'hui de se rattacher h 
ce dernier espoir. Le comite vient de publier deux lettres 
du docteur Wolff: la premiere, dat6e du 27 Juin, lui est 
adressee : * II y a maintenant deux mois que je suis 
arrive si Bokhara, et quoique T^mir m'ait plusieurs fois 
promis de me renvoyer imm6diatement en Angleterre, je 
suis dans le plus grand danger. Je ne peux pas sortir de 
ma demeure sans une escorte de trois bommes. J'ai 6te 
abominablement vole, tromp6, et outrag6. L'ambassadeui* 
Persan est bon pour moi, mais je ne crois pas qu*il soit 
en son pouvoir de me sauver. Nayeb-Abdul-Samet-Khan 
m'a arrach^ une promesse par ecrit de lui payer cinq 
mille tomans pour prix de ma liberty. Je le soupgonne 
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d'ayoir 6te la cause de la mort de Stoddart et de ConoUy, 
en d6pit de ses continuelles protestations d'amiti^. L*6mir 
est a present h Samarcand, et je suis cbaque jour dans 
Tattente de mon dernier moment. II est yrai que pauvre 
Stoddart faisait ouvertement profession de Christianisme 
apr^s ayoir 6t6 force d'embrasser la religion Musulmane* 
Faites pour moi tout ce que vous pourrez faire sans com- 
promeitre Vhonneur de CAngleterre' 

'* La seconde lettre est adressee k tons les souyerains 
de TEurope. EUe est dat^e da !•'' Aoiit ; elle respire les 
m^mes sentimens de magnanime devouement et d'oubli 
de son propre danger. La yoici : * Sires, je suis venu S. 
Bokhara pour racheter la yie de deux officiers, Stoddart 
et Conolly ; mais Tun et Fautre ayaient ete mis a mort 
plusieurs mois ayant mon depart, et je ne sais pas sije ne 
partagerai pas leur sort. Je ne vous suppliepas de sauver 
ma vie ; mais, Sires ! deux cent mille Persans gemissent 
en esclayage dans le royaume de Bokhara. Faites torn 
vos efforts pour les delivrer, etje me rejouirai dans la tombe 
que mon sang ait eti la cause de la delivrance de taut de 
creatures humaines ! Je suis trop tourmente et surveill6 
pour pouyoir en 6crire d'avantage.* 

'* Ces lettres, r6pandues dans les trois royaumes, ont 
exit6 une yive Amotion. Quelle conduile tiendra lord 
Aberdeen dans cette affaire^ que prend tant a cceur V opinion 
publique^ et qui touche de si pr^s a la dignitt da nom 
Anglais en Asie? En attendant, le capitaine Groyer est 
parti pour Petersbourg ayec des lettres du ministre des 
affaires ^trang^res pour le cbarg6 d'affaires Britannique et 
pour le comte Woronzoff. Comme il est impossible de ne 
pas soupgonner dans tout ce qui s'est passe a Bokhara 
Tinfluence de la Russie, il ya humblement supplier Tem- 
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pereifr Nicolas d'entrependre la d^Iirranee da miseionaire 
Ata^lais victime de son zkle et de son d^vouement." 

As Dr. Wolff has made so much mention of the 
Naib Ahd-ool-Samet-Khan, a short account of this 
gentleman may not be unacceptable to the reader. 

This Abd-ool-Samet was a native of Tabris, 
and wished it to be believed that he had been in the 
service of the East India Company. It has been 
said that he had been a private in ** Skinner's Light 
Horse;'* this, however, is questionable. All the 
English this man could say was, " halt,** " front,*' 
and " no force.'* 

It is very curious that this latter expression " no 
force " is much used in the East as a sort of pacific 
expression. In Syria, if a European gets into a 
passion with a native, he will probably receive for 
answer, " No force, no force." 

This man was bom in the year 1784. He was 
some time in the service of Mahomed Ali Meerza, 
who, for some crime, sentenced Abd-ool-Samet to 
have his ears cut off. Abd-ool-Samet, however, 
contrived to escape with his ears, and entered the 
service of Mahomed Ali Meerza's antagonist, Ab- 
bas Meerza, at Tabris. He then wandered about 
India for some time; and, in 1832, Sir Robert 
Bumes found this adventurer at PeshaweVf where 
he called himself the Vizier of Sultan Mohamed 
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Khan. He did not remain here long, but de- 
camped, and arrived at Bokhara, where he ingra- 
tiated himself with the Reiss, who introduced him 
to the Ameer'8 notice, and he soon became the most 
influential man in Bokhara. 

When I saw that Doctor Wolff in his letters 
spoke of this man as his friend^ and the real friend 
of the English nation, I became seriously alarmed 
for his safety. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Letter from Bokhara-^ Proclamation to all the Monarchs 
of Europe — Comments. 
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CHAPTER VL 

At the beginning of September the following 
interesting letter was received from Dr. Wolff: — 

" To Captain Graver, 

" Bokhara, June 27 thy 1844. 
" Dear Friend, 

" I have now been already two months in this place ; 
and though five or six times the King has promised to 
send me instantly to England with one of his own ambas- 
sadors, I am in the greatest danger. I cannot stir out of 
the house without a guard of three men. 

" Dil Hassan Khan, the fellow sent with me by the 
Assoof-ood-Dowlah, has shamefully robbed, deceived, and 
outraged me. The Persian ambassador, Abbas Kouli 
Khan, is kind to me, but I think he will not have it in 
his power to rescue me. The Naib, Abd-ool-Samet Khan, 
has extorted from me a writing to pay him five thousand 
tomans to effect my liberation. I suspect that be was the 
cause of Stoddart and Conolly*s death, in spite of his 
continued protestations of friendship. 

* " Pray console my dear wife and child as much as you 
can. I love them dearly. The Ameer is now at Samar- 
cand, and I am here awaiting the most fatal orders from 
the King daily to reach me. It is true that poor Stoddart 
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openly professed Christianity after he had made a forced 
profession of Mohammedanism. 

** Do for me what you can, as far as the honour of 
England is not compromised. 

" All the inhabitants wish that either Russia or 
England should take the country. 

" Yours affectionately, 

" Joseph Wolff. 

" P.S. Do not believe any reports of my speedy de- 
parture, for / am in great danger*' 

The above letter was accompanied by the follow- 
ing address, both of which, I believe, have been 
translated into every European language : — 

'* To all the Monarchs of Europe. 

''Bokhara, August \sty 1844. 
'' Sires ! 

*^ I set out for Bokhara to ransom the lives of two 
oflBcers, Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conolly ; but both 
of them were murdered many months previous to my 
departure, and I do not know whether this blood of mine 
will not be spilt. 

'< I do not supplicate for my own safety. But, mo- 
narchs, two hundred thousand Persian slav^^ many of 
them people of high talent, sigh in the kingdom of Bok- 
hara ! Endeavour to effect their liberation, and I shall 
rejoice in the grave that my blood has been thus the 
cause of the ransom of so many human beings. I am too 
much agitated, and too closely watched, to be able to say 
more! 

" Joseph Wolff.** 
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Copies of the above letters were immediately 
sent to the Earl of Aberdeen. 

In the whole course of my historical reading I 
have never met with a more remarkable instance of 
seK-devotion than is to be found in the two foregoing 
documents. 

By the letter addressed to me, the reader will 
perceive that the Doctor was keenly alive to the 
animal instinct of self-preservation, which it has 
pleased the Creator to implant in the breast of all 
His creatures. That strong and powerful instinct 
was, however, completely overcome by the acquired 
feelings of a devout Christian. 

This extraordinary man first enjoins me to 
console, as well as I can, his dear wife and child. 

Then he thinks of himself, "Do for me what 
you can, as far as the honour of England is not 
compromised !*^ So that he is more anxious about 
the honour of England than his own safety I And 
what did England care for Dr. Wolff? The reader 
will have seen that the British government required 
a guarantee for any advances that might be made 
l^«tiie British envoy at Teheran on behalf of this 
devoted man, and that a guarantee, for a purpose 
which ought to have been considered national, was 
actually accepted from a half-pay captain, who was 
called upon to pay 400/. 
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Had any of the letters written by Doctor Wolff 
come to the knowledge of the Ameer, his life must 
have paid the forfeit ; and any one of these docu- 
ments would have been a sufficient justification. 

The reader will probably imagine that Dr. 
Wolff contrived some cunning, secret way of sending 
these letters to England. Not so. These letters 
were sent open, and openly; and, probably, this 
circumstance averted suspicion. Dr. Wolff would 
not have practised a deception to save a life which 
he was willing to lay down as a sacrifice for the 
unfortunate people languishing in captivity at Bok- 
hara. 

Have we not reason to be proud of Dr. Wolff? 
I trust the reception the good Doctor will meet 
with on his return to England will demonstrate to 
Europe that we are so I 

Through the whole of Doctor Wolff*s long and 
chequered life, the feeling that has influenced 
him, in the highest degree, has been to do all 
the good he possibly could to his fellow-creatures. 
At the public meeting at the Crown and Anchor, 
a person objected to Dr. Wolff, that he was a wild 
enthusiast. This was met by the observation, 
that we wanted an enthusiast; that none but an 
enthusiast would leave his country, his home, his 
wife and only child, to expose himself to all the 
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dangers of a journey to Bokhara, there to meet 
with probable imprisonment and death, without 
even the protection of a letter from the British go- 
vernment, which would alone insure his safety. 
Where, I will ask the reader, could another Dr. 
Wolff be found? 

This excellent man had always in his mind 
that well-known maxim of Cicero, ^^ Homines ad 
Deos nulld re proprius accedunt, quam salutem 
hominibus dando,'' — Men resemble the Gods in 
nothing so much as in doing good to their fellow- 
creatures. 
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CHAPTER VII. 
Thb Guarantee. 



" Qaanti empt» ? Parvo. Qaanti ergo ? Octo assibas. Eheu ! " 

HOSACB. 

What dotli it cost ? Not much, upon my word. 

How much, pray? Why, twopence* Twopeace I O Lord! 
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In the beginning of August I saw, at the Fo- 
reign Office, a despatch from Colonel Shiel, dated 
ISth June, 1844, in which that gentleman asks 
anxiously for instructions, in case Dr. Wolff should 
be obliged to draw upon him for money. 

I saw that Dr. Wolff's existence might depend 

upon a supply of money ; that a dishonoured bill, 

on being returned to Bokhara, would have to be 

paid with the Doctor's life. I became exceedingly 

anxious on this point, and wrote to Lord Aberdeen, 

begging him to communicate to me his reply to 

Colonel ShiePs question. Mr. Addington in reply 

states : — 

'' I am to state to you, in reply, that Colonel Shiel has 
been informed that, although her majesty's government 
are in no degree accountable for the expenses of Dr^ 
Wolff's expedition, they cannot suffer him, under all the 
circumstances of the case, to be prejudiced at Bokharaj 
for the want of any reasonable amount of pecuniary as-* 
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sistance; and, that any advances which Colonel Shiel 
may have found it necessary to make for him, up to the 
time of his arrival at Tehran from Bokhara, will be re- 
paid to Colonel Shiel at all events, although on Dr. 
Wolff's arrival Colonel Shiel is to require from him a 
guarantee for the amount of such advances. This gua- 
rantee, Dr. Wolff, it appears by your letter, of which a 
copy has been sent to Colonel Shiel, will have no diffi- 
culty in giving. 

•' I am further to acquaint you, that Colonel Shiel 
has been instructed, in the event of Dr. Wolff being still 
detained at Bokhara, to use his utmost endeavours to 
bring about his release, and has been authorised to incur 
any reasonable expenditure which may be necessary for 
that purpose. 

*' I am. Sir, 
" Your most obedient, humble servant, 

"H. U. Addington. 
''August 7, IQU:' 

To ask Dr. Wolff at Tehran to give a gua- 
rantee for any advances that might have heen 
made to save him at Bokhara was asking what it 
was impossible the poor Doctor could give. I 
therefore, immediately, to relieve his lordship's 
anxiety, sent a guarantee in due form, which it ap- 
pears from the following letter gave the satisfaction 
I expected ; and thus one serious cause of anxiety 
was removed. 
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*' Mr. Addington to Captain Graver. 

<' Foreign Office, Aug. 14, 1844. 

*^ Sir, — I am directed by the Earl of Aberdeen to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, 
inclosing a guarantee making yourself personally liable for 
any advances which Lieut.-Colonel Shiel, or Her Majesty's 
government may think fit to make to Dr. Wolff, between 
Bokhara and Tehran, not exceeding the sum of five hun- 
dred pounds ; and I am to acquaint you, in reply, that 
Lord Aberdeen is entirely satisfied with the guarantee 
which you have thus given. 

" I am, Sir, 
" Your most obedient, humble servant, 
' -^ : ' . "H. U. Addington." 

To avoid the necessity of again recurring to this 
subject, I will now inform the reader what was the 
result of this ajffair. It was fortunate that my lia^ 
bility had been limited to 500/. Before Dr. Wolff 
could leave Bokhara, he was obliged to give a bill 
for 2500/. to Abd-ool-Samet. This, however, it 
appears, was compromised at Tehran for 400/. As 
I had received several letters from Doctor Wolff, 
which made no allusion to this affair, I presumed 
it was at an end, and that Colonel Shiel had re- 
fused to sanction the payment of a bill obtained by 
violence and fraud. I heard of Dr. Wolff's safe 
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arrival at Tabris, and considered my guarantee at 
an end. 

On the 3d of February, however, a bill of ex- 
change, drawn in favour of Colonel Shiel, was sent 
to me from the Foreign Office; and, although a 
month was allowed for payment, I immediately 
sold property, and on the following day was enabled 
to pay the demand in full. Had it been necessary 
to have sold my last shirt, it should have been 
done. 

I then wrote the following letter to the Secre- 
tary of State, from whose office the bill had been 
presented : — 

" From Captain. Graver to Lord Aberdeen. 

*' Army and Navy Club, 
'<Feb.eth, 1845. 
'' My Lord, 
^* I have the honour to inform your Lordship that a 
bill of exchange for four hundred pounds, drawn in favour 
of Colonel Shiel, Her Majesty's envoy at the court of 
Persia, was presented to me yesterday, from the Foreign 
Office, for acceptance. 

" Your Lordship had the goodness to authorise Colonel 
Shiel, on security being given to make such advances as 
he might consider necessary for the safety of Dr. WolflF, 
wlio, your Lordship will recollect, was despatched to 
Bokhara in search of Lieut.-Colonel Stoddart and Captain 
ConoUy, British officers^ imprisoned by the king of that 
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country whik employed on a diplomatic mission in the 
service of our gracious Queen Victoria. 

*'Your Lordship will also recollect that I gave a 
guarantee, rendering myself personally liable for any 
sums that might be so advanced between Bokhara and 
Tehran by Colonel Shiel or Her Majesty's government, 
not exceeding the sum of 500/., with which guarantee 
your Lordship did me the honour to express yourself 
satisfied. 

'^ I have now to inform your Lordship that I imme* 
diately accepted the bill for which my guarantee made 
me liable; and, although it would not be due until the 
10th of March, it may be satisfactory to your Lordship to 
know that I have this day paid the 400/., and I therefore 
request you will have the goodness to order that my 
guarantee be returned to me. 

^' I rejoice exceedingly that my four hundred pounds 
have been the means of restoring to Her Majesty such a 
subject as Dr. Wolff; and I regret that it never occurred 
to me, when I first became anxious about poor Stoddart 
and Conolly, to render myself personally liable for any 
expenses an attempt to recover Queen Victoria's ambassa- 
dors might have cost the nation, as it would probably 
have procured the restoration to liberty of those unfortu<- 
nate envoys. 

'* Thanking your Lordship for having had so much 
confidence in a poor half-pay captain as to have accepted 
his guarantee for so large a sum as five hundred pounds, 
" I have the honour to be, 
" My Lord, 
" Your Lordship's obedient Servant, 
" John Grover, 
"Captain Unattached." 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



140 THE GUARANTEE. 

The following reply was received : — 

" Mr. Addington to Captain Crrover. 

''Foreign Office^ Feb. 11, 1845. 
*' Sir, 

'M am directed by the Earl of Aberdeen to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th inst., in which 
you state that a bill for 400Z. in favour of Colonel Shiel 
had been presented to you from the Foreign Office for 
acceptance, and that you had accepted it^ and already 
paid the amount ; and you request, in consequence^ that 
the guarantee which you transmitted to Lord Aberdeen 
in August last may be returned to you. 

'^ I am to infonn you^ in reply, that the bill in ques* 
tion was not sent to you officially from this office — Lord 
Aberdeen has no knowledge of the bill ; but, in conse- 
quence of inquiries made since the receipt of your letter, 
it has been ascertained that the bill in question was trans* 
mitted by Lieut.-Colonel Shiel to his private agent in this 
office^ to be realised, and the amount thereof placed to his 
credit. 

"I am, nevertheless, directed by Lord Aberdeen to 
return herewith, agreeably to your desire, the guarantee 
which you gave his Lordship in August last. 

" 1 am, Sir, 

'* Your most obedient, humble Servant, 

"H. U. Addington. 
" To Captain Grover.'* 

To this I sent the following reply ; — ■> 
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** Captain Graver to Lord Aberdeen. 

<< Army and Navy Chtb^ 
»FA. 14, 1845. 

" My Lord, 
'^ I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
Mr. Addington's letter of the 10th instant, enclosing 
my guarantee for 500/., which I gave your Lordship, in 
compliance with Mr. Addington's letter of the 7th 
August^ 1844, to secure Her Majesty's government for 
any advances Colonel Shiel might think necessary for 
Dr. Wolff's safety, who, I cannot too frequently remind 
your Lordship, was sent to Bokhara in search of two of 
Queen Victoria's envoys. 

*^ By Mr. Addington's letter I am surprised to learn 
that the bill of exchange which Dr. Wolff drew upon me 
in favour of Colonel Shiel to pay the bill Abd-ool-Samet 
Khan extorted from him at Bokhara, and payment of 
which was demanded by Mr. Bandinel, one of your Lord- 
ship's chief clerks, was not * ofiteially sent,' and that your 
Lordship knew nothing about the bill until inquiries were 
made since the receipt of my letter of the 6th instant. 

*' Now, my Lord, this bill of exchange, although drawn 
in favour of Colonel Shiel, does not bear that gentleman's 
endorsement, but is signed on his behalf by Mr. Bandinel, 
a chief clerk in your Lordship's office. This being pointed 
out to me, I did not for a moment doubt that the bill was 
sent by your Lordship's direction, and I therefore imme- 
diately paid the amount claimed, without making any 
inquiry about Mr. Bandinel's authority to endorse bills in 
Colonel Shiel's name. 
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" I think it right to inform your Lordship that I have 
had no funds belonging to Dr. Wolff in my possession ; 
that the funds subscribed for Dr. Wolffs mission have 
been expended already; and that that gentleman never 
had authority to draw upon me, except for the ransom of 
Stoddart, Conolly, and Wyburd, Her Majesty's envoys, 
tmd other prisoners ; and it was only because I was satis- 
fied that the bill came officially from your Lordship's 
office^ and that by my guarantee I had made myself 
liable, that I paid it. 

'^ I should find it difficult to divest this transaction of 
its official character, had I not your Lordship's declaration 
on the subject. Now, however, I think I clearly under- 
stand the whole affair. 

*' Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conolly are sent on 
missions to Central Asia ; that is official. Dr. Wolff is 
sent after them ; that is private. Your Lordship requires 
a guarantee for the government against loss ; that is offi- 
cial. I give that guarantee; that is official. A bill is 
presented to me from the Foreign Office, drawn in favour 
of the British envoy at Tehran, and endorsed by one of 
your Lordship's chief clerks ; I considered that official. 
Your Lordship's chief clerk receives the money ; that is, 
of course, private^ Your Lordship returns my guarantee ; 
that is official. 

*' I have the honour to be, 
" My Lord, 
" Your Lordship's obedient, 
" Very humble Servant, 
" To the Right Hon. « John Gbovbr. 

" The Earl of Aberdeen, 

" Secretary of Stated* 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE GUARANTEE. 143 

I was in hopes the above letter would have ter- 
minated my correspondence with the Foreign Office 
on this subject After a lapse of eleven days, how- 
ever, I received the following, to which I beg leave 
to call the reader's attention as a specimen of diplo- 
matic style and argument : — 

*' Mr. Adding ton to Captain Orover. 

<' Foreign Office, FA. 24, 1845. 

" Sir, — I am directed by the Earl of Aberdeen to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th instant, 
relative to the bill for 400/. drawn at Tehran upon you 
by Dr. Wolff, in favour of Colonel Shiel, and sent to you 
by Mr. Bandinel of this office, who had previously en- 
dorsed it for Colonel Shiel. 

** I am to repeat to you, that the bill in question was 
a private bill. Neither the Secretary of State, nor the 
under secretaries, nor any clerk, connected with this 
office, had, as such, any knowledge of the bill prior to the 
receipt of your letter of the 14th instant. Mr. Bandinel 
endorsed it, not as a clerk of this office, but by virtue of 
a power which he holds from Colonel Shiel as his private 
agent and attorney. 

** Had the bill been official, it would have been drawn 
by Colonel Shiel direct on Lord Aberdeen, and presented 
to you for payment, on the faith of the guarantee which 
you furnished to his Lordship in August last. 

'*<am directed by his Lordship to remind you, that you 
have been long since put in full possession of the grounds 
upon which was founded tbedeciuon of Her Majesty's go- 
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vernmenty not to risk either your life, or that of Dr. Wulff, 
in an expedition which appeared to them both hazardous 
and hopeless. That they judged rightly in viewing it as 
hopeless, is proved by Dr. Wolff's confirmation of the 
fact mentioned by Sauleh Mohammed,* on whose report, 
credited as it was by Colonel Shiel, and corroborated by 
other circumstances, they relied that Colonel Stoddart 
and Captain Conolly had been put to death about July 
1842. Of the dangers of the expedition you will probably 
have derived sufficient evidence from Dr. Wolff's reports 
from Bokhara. 

'* But, having declined to send out an expedition on 
the public account, it must be obvious that Her Majesty's 
government could not consistently or properly charge 
the public with the expense of an expedition undertaken 
on private account. 

" Nevertheless, when an association was formed for 
despatching Dr. Wolff to Bokhara, on its own responsi- 
bility and at its own expense, so far from throwing any 
obstacles in the way, although, still of opinion that the 
attempt was hopeless, Lord Aberdeen did every thing in 
his power to forward the objects of the Association, and 
more than once received both their cordial thanks, and 
your own. Amongst other modes of assistance, his Lord- 
ship instructed Colonel Shiel to advance money to Dr. 
Wolff in case of need ; but it was clearly intimated to 
you, that any advances so made were to be repaid. Upon 
this intimation you, of your own accord, furnished Lord 
Aberdeen with the guarantee which is now returned to 
you. 

" Such, simply, are the circumstances of this trans- 

♦ See Dr. Wolff's account of this man, page 53.-^. G. 
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action^ which Lord Aberdeen has directed me thus briefly 
to recapitulate, because the tone and language of your 
letter would seem to cast a slur upon the conduct of her 
Majesty's government, which has, in fact, been through- 
out humane and consistent. 

" I am, Sir, 
'< Your most obedient, humble Servant, 

" H. U. Addinoton." 

Now, in the name of all that is diplomatic, from 
Machiavelli to the junior clerk in Downing Street, 
what has all this to do with my having paid the 
400/. demanded, and having got back my gua^ 
rantee ? What has Saleh Mohammed to do with 
my guarantee ? 

This Saleh Mohammed is Lord Aberdeen*s 
hobby, and is kept ready saddled and bridled in 
Mr. Hammond's office, as his Lordship's **cheval 
de bataille ;** and whenever I have pressed his 
Lordship hard, he sticks his spurs into Saleh Mo- 
bammed, and endeavours to ride over me. In the 
foregoing letter. Lord Aberdeen is made to say, 
that her Majesty's government had decided not to 
risk my life, or that of Dr. WolflF, surely the word 
not has been inserted by mistake. The reader will 
have seen that every inducement was offered to in-i 
duce me to proceed as " an innocent traveller,** to the 

L 
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dark well at Bokhara, and that the only thing that 
would have insured my safety was refused. 

Now, I am sure any person on reading the ahove 
long epistle, would be disposed to imagine that I 
had repented having made the sacrifice of paying 
400/. for Dr. Wolff s release, and that I had been 
endeavouring, directly or indirectly, to obtain my 
money back again. I instantly wrote the following 
reply : — 

" Captain Grover to Lord Aberdeen. 

" Army and Navy Club^ 
"i^cft. 25, 1845. 

*• My Lord, — I have been honoured by a long letter, 
dated yesterday, written by your Lordship's direction, and 
which is stated to be a reply to my letter of the 14th 
instant. 

•'This letter, however, is, in fact, merely a repetition 
of your Lordship's previous communications, the object of 
the first three paragraphs being to shew, that the bill for 
400Z. drawn upon me, in favour of the British envoy at 
Tehran, and payment of which was received by one of 
your Lordship's chief clerks, was not oflScially sent. 

'^ I cannot at all understand, why your lordship takes 
so much pains to insist upon this point. To me it is not 
of the slightest consequence, whether Mr. Bandinel, your 
Lordship's chief clerk, presented the bill ' as such,*^ pri- 
vately, or officially, on your Lordship's account, or on ac- 
count of her Majesty's envoy at Tehran. Having paid 
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the money, and got back my guarantee, I thought the 
matter at an end; but from your Lordship's reverting 
again to the subject, and defending yourself when there 
is no accusation, I am almost induced to imagine, that, 
for some reason or other, your Lordship is ashamed of 
the transaction. 

" In the fifth paragraph, your Lordship is made to 
say, that having declined to send out an expedition on 
the public account, it must be obvious, that her majesty's 
government could not consistently or properly charge the 
public with the expense of an expedition undertaken on 
private account. 

" Why state to me a proposition which your Lordship 
says is so obvious ? 

" I never asked the government to repay me the sum 
Dr. Wolff's release has cost me, and beg leave to assure 
your Lordship that I have no intention whatever of so 
doing. 

" Although but a very small contributor to the public 
revenue, it is to me a matter of sincere congratulation to 
find in your Lordship so zealous a guardian of the public 
purse ; and should this affair of the guarantee ever come 
before the public, I sincerely hope your Lprdship's con- 
duct will be appreciated as it deserves. 

" In the subsequent paragraph your Lordship reminds 
me that you have received the cordial thanks of the 
Committee and myself. This is quite true* I took every 
opportunity, publicly and privately, of expressing my 
thanks to your Lordship, as long as I was satisfied of your 
Lordship's sincerity. When, however, I saw Count de 
Medem's account of his interview with the Bokhara am-" 
bassador, published in the newspapers^ within forty-eight 
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hoifrs after its arrival at youi* L(3^dship's office?, dttd that 
the account sent by our own envoy, which positively coti- 
tradicted this account of the execution, bad never been 
communicated to the public, I must confess that tfafe Com- 
mittee doubted your Lordshipi's sincerity. It appeared to- 
ns that this suppression of intelligence could only be 
intended to induce a belief in the pobltc mind that the 
two envoys had ceased to exist, and that it might, in fact, 
produce unfavourable results. 

** Your Lordship further says, that you instructed 
Colonel Shiel to advance money to Drr Wolff in case of 
need ; but it was clearly intimated to me that any adranceS' 
&o made were to be repaid. That, upon this intimation, I, 
of my own accord, furnished your Lordship with a gua-. 
rantee, which has been now returned to me. 

" This is all perfectly true; and as, so far from deny- 
ing my liability, I paid the bill presented by your Lord- 
ship's chief clerk a month before it was due, I cannot see 
your Lordship's object in taking the trouble to re-state it. 

" Your Lordship, in conclusion, says, that my letter 
seems to cast a slur opon the conduct of her Majesty's 
government, which has, in fact, been thfougbout humane 
and consistent. 

" Now, my Lord, if any slur attaches to her Majesty's 
government with respect to the ill-treatment of our 
two envoys. Colonel Stoddart and Captain Oonolly, it 
must arise from the conduct of the government, not 'from 
my allusion to such conduct. And I will now, in conclu- 
sion, plainly tell your Lordship that a Dr. Wolff might as 
easily hare been found in 1840, 1841, or 1842, as in 1843,* 
that Dr. WolflTs danger arose from his not having been 
furnished with authority to claim our envoys ; and that, 
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if your Lordship had done your duty, tboee brave and 
&ith&l envoys would not have been allowed to linger 
during those years in captivity. 

** I have the honour to be, 
" My Lord, 
" Your Lordship's obedient, humble Servant, 
" John Groveb, 
« The Right Hon, « Captain Unattached. 

« The Earl of Aberdeen, 
" fyc, Sfc, Sfc. 
" Secretary of State:" 

As Mr. Addington's letter of the 24th February 
'misstated the date assigned by Saleh Mohammed for 
the execution, I wrote the following letter to Lord 
Aberdeen : — 

" Army and Navy Club, 
" Feb. 28M, 1845. 
" My Lord, 

" I take the liberty of requesting your Lordship to 
correct an error in Mr. Addington's letter of the 24th 
instant, written by your Lordship's direction. 

" Mr. Addington, in referring to Saleh Mohammed's 
statement, says that the execution took place about July 
1842. 

" Now, my Lord, Saleh Mohammed states distinctly 
that the execution took place on the • 17th June, 1842.' 

" The question of the date of the execution, if it really 
has taken place, I have already had the honour of stating 
to your Lordship, I do not consider of the least conse- 
quence ; but I do think it of the greatest importance, as I 
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have already endeavoured to impress upon the mind of 
Mr. Addington, that when allusion is made to a document, 
that it should be fairly and faithfully done, and that it 
should not be necessary to compare the letters coming 
from your Lordship's office with the documents to which 
they are said to refer. 

" I trust your Lordship will not imagine that I mean 
to insinuate that you are capable of garbling, for the 
purpose of appearing * humane and consistent.' By no 
means. I merely consider this one of the * errors ' * for 
which your Lordship's office is so remarkable, and which 
I have already, on more than one occasion, been under 
the painful necessity of calling upon your Lordship to 
correct. 

" In my letter of the 26th instant I did not point out 
this ' error/ as I had not my copy of Saleh Mohammed's 
statement at hand. 

" I have the honour to be, 
" My Lord, 
" Your Lordship's obedient, humble Servant, 

" John G rover, 
" The Right Han. " Captain Unattached. 

" The Earl of Aberdeen, 
" ^c. Sfc. ^c. 
" Secretary of State:' 

On the 1st March I received the following 
note : — 

• The reader will find the most remarkable of the errors 
he|*e alluded to in Lieutenant Wyburd's case. 
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" Lord Aberdeen presents his compliments to Captain 
Grover, and requests that Captain Grover will call upon 
him at this office, either to-day, at four o*clock, or on 
Monday next, 3d inst. at three o'clock in the afternoon. 

" Foreign Officcy March Isty 1845." 

I accordingly had an interview with Lord 
Aberdeen ; and, immediately on leaving the Fo- 
reign Office, I wrote the following 
" Memorandum of an interview with the Earl of 

Aberdeen at the Foreign Office^ on the 3d 

Marchy 1845, at half-pa^t three o* clock p.m.^ 

written at the Athenceum Club immediately 

after the interview. 

" Lord Aberdeen informed me that he sent for 
me to have some conversation concerning a late 
correspondence, which, it appeared to his Lord- 
ship, must have originated in a misunderstanding. 

" His Lordship reminded me that, ever since the 
departure of Dr. Wolff, I had expressed myself 
grateful for the assistance he had afforded, but 
that now my language and style were completely 
changed. 

" With respect to the bill of exchange which ap- 
peared to be the cause of all this misunderstanding, 
and for which my guarantee undoubtedly made me 
liable, he could assure me that he knew nothing 
about it until he received my letter ; that although 
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Mr. Bandinel, one of the chief clerks in his office, 
had certainly received the money, it was only as 
Colonel Shields banker that he did so — just as 
Messrs. Drummond-s might have done ; that his 
Lordship admired, and had always appreciated, my 
persevering efforts in behalf of my friend ; that 
after the explanation that had taken place on the 
subject of my pamphlet, he thought we were 
friends ; that he had always treated me as such, 
and that he regretted the misunderstanding that 
had arisen, which he was now desirous of removing ; 
his having thus sent for me to-day might be con- 
sidered as a proof of his feeling towards me. His 
Lordship certainly thought it very hard that, after 
what I had already done, I should be called upon 
to pay the large sum for which my guarantee had 
made me responsible; and that it had been his 
intention, had I written to him stating the hardship 
of the <;ase, and requesting repayment, to have or- 
dered whatever sum the restoration erf Dr. Wolff 
might have co&t me to be repaid ; that the letters I 
had written of course rendered the repayment of 
these sums impossible ; still, if I would recall my 
two last letters, he would now order the repayment. 
But be must confess that he had never been ad- 
dressed in such a style before ; but he could, and did, 
make allowance for the irritation I naturally must 
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&el at being called upon to pay so large a sum after 
what I had already done. His Lordship therefore 
teosted that the past would be forgotten, that I 
'woald recall my letters, and that all the sums I had 
expended should be immediately repaid me. 

** I replied, That his Lordship had done me too 
much honour in Altering into this long explanation, 
which was quite unnecessary ; that having paid the 
money, and received back my guarantee, I thought 
the affair at an end ; that the tone of my letters 
was, in some measure, provoked by the letters writ- 
ten by his Lordship's order ; and that Mr. Adding- 
ton's last letter, if read by any person unacquainted 
with the affair, would induce a belief that I had 
be^i endeavouring, eitiier directly or indirectly, to 
obtain the restitution of the sum I had paid for Dr. 
Waff's ransom. I infiGa:ined his Lordship that I 
was a plain soldier, always accustomed, and always 
TOSolTed to expre^ my feelings and opinions in the 
plain^t language ; that I could readily understand 
that, in his Lordship's exalted position, such lan- 
guage did not often reach his ears, and must sound 
strange to him ; that wlien I gave his Lordship the 
guarantee, I was perfectly aware of its nature. 
When, however, I received accounts of Dr. Wolff's 
arrival at Tabris, without any mention of the bill 
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he had given to Abd-ool-Samet Khan for his ran- 
som, I thought the affair settled, and was certainly 
surprised when a bill for 400/. was presented from 
his Lordship's office. • I however, instantly accepted 
that bill, and was fortunately enabled the next day 
to raise the money to pay it. That his Lordship 
was much mistaken if he thought I felt in the least 
irritated at paying the money, or that this feeling 
had any thing whatever to do with the tone of my 
correspondence. 

" With respect to his Lordship's avowed intention 
to have repaid me the money, had I represented the 
case in a proper manner, I begged leave to assure 
his Lordship that I never for one moment had the 
slightest intention of requesting repayment. Such 
an idea never entered my head ; and, as I had 
already written to his Lordship, such a request I 
never would make. 

" With respect to the letters, so far from wishing 
to recall them, I wished his Lordship to receive 
them in their plainest, fullest sense, not referring to 
his Lordship personally, but to the office he held. 

" That my distrust of his Lordship had nothing 
whatever to do with the bill of exchange. That 
my first distrust of his Lordship arose from a long 
state-paper which his Lordship did me the honour 
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to address me, which was entitled ' Substance of 
Reports/ but which I considered very unfair special 
pleading, as I wrote to his Lordship when that 
statement was published in the public newspapers, 
and which publication his Lordship informed me 
was made by his authority. 

" When, however, I saw that Count de Modem's 
despatch, giving an account of an interview with the 
Bokhara ambassador, from which it appeared that 
Colonel Stoddart and Captain ConoUy had been put 
to death, was published within forty-eight hours 
after its receipt at the Foreign Office, while Colonel 
Shiel's despatch, totally contradicting this Russian 
account, was not published, and has never yet been 
communicated to the public, I must candidly tell his 
Lordship that my suspicions were changed to con- 
viction, and that I felt satisfied that this account of 
our own ambassador was never published, because 
his Lordship did not wish to remove the impression 
the hasty publication of Count de Medem's despatch 
had occasioned; that the object of the Foreign 
Office was to establish a belief — a false belief — 
that Colonel Stoddart and Captain ConoUy had 
ceased to exist ; that I certainly had his Lordship's 
authority to publish all the information I received 
at the Foreign Office } that I did not do so, as Dr. 
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Wolff was too fiar advanced on his journey to be 
affected by such nimourB* I therefore waited until 
I received to account of his interview with this 
ambassador^ which I immediately published. I 
then shewed the dimstrous results such unfair, one- 
sided publications might produce, and mentioned 
the numerous statements in the Indian papers, all 
tending to shew that Colonel Stoddart and Captain 
ConoUy were still alive, and whixJi had not been 
copied into the London papers, owing to the belidf 
of the death of these officers, which his Lordship 
had endeavoured to establish. 

" His Lordship replied, that wilh respect to the 
publication, what object could he possibly have? 
what could be his motive for misrepresenting ? 

** I replied, that 1 never occupied my time in 
guessing .at motives ; all my attention was devoted 
to facts as they presented themselves, amd to the 
probable, or expected results. 

" His Lordship again warmly urged me to with- 
draw the letters. I positively and firmly declined, 
telling his Lordship, that if he were as happy at 
saving the 400/. as I was in paying them, and 
being the humble instrument of restoring Dr. Wolff 
to his country, then, indeed, we were two happy 
men. I felt too indignant at the insult that had 
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been offered to me to hear his Lordship's reply, 
and hastened as quickly as possible frcfm bis Lord^- 
ship's presence." 

The circumstanoe that most surprised me at 
this interview was his Lordship's appreciation of 
my conduct; now, in all my correspondence and 
various interviews with his Lordship, as far as I 
can judge, my conduct was not favourably appre- 
ciated. 

It is remarkable, that having paid the 400/. on 
the 5th February, and received back my guarantee, 
it did not occur to Lord Aberdeen until the 3d 
March, that such a payment might be inconvenient 
to a half-pay captain. It is also remarkable, that 
his Lordship, to recall two letters, would order the 
payment of a sum with which " it was obvious her 
Majesty's government could not consistently or 
properly charge the public." 

The day after my interview with Lord Aber- 
deen, I laid the whole affair before the Committee, 
and read the^ foregoing memorandum. I told the 
Committee, that I felt Lord Aberdeen had inflicted 
upon me a grave insult, in offering to return me 
the 400/. I had paid for Dr. Wolff's ransom, pro- 
vided I would withdraw my two last letters ; and I 
asked, whether it were possible I could allow such 
an insult to pass without notice. The unanimous 
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opinion was, that I ought as calmly as possihle to 
state to Lord Aherdeen, that I considered he had 
insulted me in making the proposition. 

On the next day, J received the following let- 
ter : — 

" Mr. Addington to Captain Grover, 

« Foreign Office, March 3, 1845. 

** Sir, — Lord Aberdeen has received with much paifi 
-end surprise the two letters which you have thought fit to 
address to him under date of the 25th and 28th ultimo. 

" The tone and tenour of those letters appeared to his 
Lordship so exceptionable, especially after the considera- 
tion with which you have been invariably treated by this 
ofiice, that his Lordship at once determined, on the re- 
ceipt of the second letter, to invite you to a personal in- 
terview this day, in order to point out to you the manifest 
impropriety of addressing him in the language which 
you had thought fit to employ, and, by a frank explana- 
tion which might have the eflfect of dissipating the entire 
misconception which seemed to have got possession of 
your mind, with respect to the motives and proceedings 
of his Lordship towards you, to induce you to withdraw 
and cancel these letters. At that interview his Lordship 
explained to you, that although the opinion of her Ma- 
jesty's g6vernment respecting the melancholy fate of 
Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conolly diflTered from your 
own, your motives and efforts were not the less highly 
appreciated. On the contrary, so well disposed was his 
Lordship to respect your fair claims, on account of the 
laudable exertions which you had made, and the expense 
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to which yon had been put, that, althongh perhaps not 
strictly correct in principle, l^e was well inclined to make 
good to you that part of the costs which had fallen di* 
rectly on yourself. But with such letters from you in 
his possession as those herein alluded to, a feeling of Self- 
respect rendered it impossible for him to follow the beot ' 
of his own personal inclination. 

" Having unfortunately &iled to persuade you to com- 
ply with his recommendation to withdraw your two let* 
tersy it only remains for Lord Aberdeen to declare to you, 
that neither a sense of what he owes to his own position, 
nor the consciousoess of having constantly treated you 
with liberality and consideration, will allow him tor au- 
thorise any reply being made to the contents of letters 
couched in a tone so opposed to that courtesy which you 
have experienced from this office, and so different from 
that which he might fairly have expected at your hands. 
« I am, Sir, 
^* Your most obedient, humble Servant, 

" H. U. Addington. 

** To Captain Grover:' 

To this letter I instantly sent the following 
reply : — 

" Captain Grover to the. Earl of Aberdeen. 

*^ Army and Navy Cluby 
« March 4, 1846. 

** My Lord, — In acknowledging the receipt of Mr. 
Addington's letter of yesterday, in reference to the inter- 
view to which your Lordship did me the honour to invite 
me, I think it due to my honour as a British officer^ to 
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acquaint your Lordship, that in imagining for one mo- 
ment, that I could be imiuced to withdraw letters, which 
nothing but a sense of duty induced me to write, by an 
offer to repay me the sum Dr. Wolff's release had cost 
me, and with which sum I had been informed by your 
Lordship's letter of the 24th February, it was obvious 
that her Majesty's government could not consistently or 
properly charge the public, and which in my letter to 
your Lordship of the 25th February, I had distinctly de- 
clared, that I never had, and never would, ask the Go- 
vernment to repay me, — I say, my Lord, that in imagin- 
ing for one moment, that such an offer could induce me 
to withdraw letters, reflecting upon the inaccuracy of the 
correspondence of your Lordship's office, you inflksted 
upon me a grave and serious insult as an officer and a 
gentleman. 

" Requesting your Lordship will have the goodness to 
direct that the receipt of this letter be acknowledged, 
" I have the honour to be, 
" My Lord, 
" Your Lordship's obedient, humble Servant, 

"John Grover, 
" Captain Unattached." 

To this, Lord Aberdeen vouchsafed the follow- 
ing:— 

" Mr» Addington to Captain Grover. 

" Foreign Office, March 6, 1845. 

" Sir, — I am directed by the Earl of Aberdeen to ac- 
knowledge, as requested by you, the receipt of your let- 
ter of the 4th instant. 
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*' Lord Aberdeen regrets to perceive by tbat letter, 
tbat the strange misconception with regard to the conduct 
of this office towards you, under which you have laboured 
for some time past, still prevails in your mind ; but as all 
attempt to dispel the error has hitherto proved fruitless, 
his Lordship will not renew his efforts for that object. 

'^ I am, however, to assure you, that the intimation 
made to you at the interview you had with Lord Aber- 
deen on the 3d instant, of his disposition to repay the 
costs incurred by you in Dr. Wolff's expedition, arose 
from a feeling, that, although perhaps not strictly due 
as a matter of right, yet, that your efforts on behalf of 
Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conoily might fairly en- 
title you to be relieved from any personal loss, especially, 
as on further consideration of your previous letters of the 
6th and 14th of February, it appeared to Lord Aberdeen, 
that the payment which you had so promptly made, was 
attended with some inconvenience to you. He thought, 
too, tliat your letters of the 25th and 28th ultimo, having 
been written under an entire misconception, you could 
have felt no difficulty whatever in withdrawing them as 
soon as this explanation had taken place; and he con- 
sidered himself fully justified, under the circumstances, in 
making the request. 

" In all your communications with this office, I^rd 
Aberdeen has been desirous that you should be treated 
with consideration and regard ; and he can scarcely be- 
lieve it possible that, on calm reflection, you should really 
think that you have any reasonable ground for dissatis- 
faction or complaint. 

« I am, Sir, 

<* Your most obedient, humble Servant, 

**H. U. Addington." 
M 



Digitized by 



Google 



162 A FRANK PROPOSAL. 

The reader will observe by the foregoing letter 
that Lord Aberdeen says, that he invited me to a 
personal interview, that he might by a frank ex- 
planation dissipate the entire misconception which 
seemed to have got possession of my mind, &c« 
In the letters which Lord Aberdeen wishes me to 
withdraw, the reader will have observed, that I 
complained of two things, — the inaccuracy of the 
Foreign Office in quoting official documents ; and 
Lord Aberdeen's neglect of his duty in not taking 
proper measures for obtaining the release, or ascer- 
taining the fate, of the Bokhara victims. 

Now, all Lord Aberdeen's explanation, on re- 
ducing it to its simplest terms, consisted in this : 
Wthdraw your letters and I will give you 400/. 
This was certainly a sovereign argument ; and, pro- 
bably, from the "fcankness" with which it was made, 
is generally found convincing at the Foreign Office. 
Had Lord Aberdeen condescended to explain to 
me that I had done him an injustice, I should hav« 
felt grateful to his Lordship for affording me an 
opportunity to withdraw the letters 5 and I should 
have apologised in the fullest manner for the injury 
I bad inflicted. In thinking that the offer of 400/L 
could have induced me to withdraw, and swallow 
the accusation I had made, I saw that his Lordship 
mistook my character, and I hastened so rapidly 
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from the tempter, that I left my gloves behind m^ 
and did not stop to breathe until I got into St 
James's Park. 

Now, I really must say, that the foregoing cor- 
respondence does not appear to me at all creditable 
to the Foreign Office. I do not allude to the sub- 
ject in discussion, but to the mode of conducting 
the argument. How different is the style of corre- 
spondence of the Commander-in-Chief's office, or 
the War-Office, where the object appears to be to 
tell the truth in the plainest possible language, 
while in Downing Street, the object seems to be, 
to envelope the plainest facts with a diplomatic 
mist. All these " arts of fence" will not stand a 
naoment against a bold, straightforward thrust. 

Some time ago, at Paris, I strolled into Mon- 
sieur C * * * 's Salle d' Armes. Being introduced to 
the " Professor** as an English officer, he asked me 
to do him the hcmour to cross a foil with him. I 
replied, that I knew nothing of fencing, which was 
not much considered in our service, as we thought 
it better that an individual should consider that his 
safety depended upon his keeping steadily to his 
post ; and, that we did not attach much importance 
to displays of perscmal gallantry, which might not 
always be for the general benefit. " But,'' said M. 
C * * *, " you might by accident be separated from 
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your regiment, and if I were to come up I coul3 
disarm you in an instant. Take a foil for a mo- 
ment, and I will shew you." I took the proffered 
instrument, M. C * * * cried, "a vous!'' and in an 
instant my foil bent upon his " plastron.** " That," 
said M. C * * *, " is quite contrary to the laws of 
fencing, you should wait until my foil crosses yours, 
and then make a demi-circle.'* " Monsieur C * * *, 
I cannot discuss with a dead man the * cere- 
monies d'usage,' I have killed you in a manner per- 
fectly satisfactory to my feelings ; if, however, there 
be any gentleman among Ha galerie^ who would 
like to take a foil, I should be happy to repeat the 
experiment." An old Colonel of Cuirassiers good- 
humouredly stepped forward and took the foil ; we 
were placed at six paces, and on M. C * * * 's clap- 
ping his hands were to make the best use of our 
instruments. The Colonel placed himself * en posi- 
tion^' and at the signal my foil touched his breast. 
This afforded great amusement to all, except M. 
C * * *, who, I dare say, thought that the " noble 
science*' was not treated with suflScient respect. 

In all transactions in this world, straightfor- 
ward dealing, with good sense, will beat all the dis- 
honest arts that may be employed against it. " Ho- 
nesty is the best policy.*' 

The more I see of the correspondence of the 
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Foreign Office, the more difficult do I find it to 
understand their reasoning. It now appears to 
Lord Aberdeen (above a month after I have paid 
the money, got back my guarantee, and declared 
myself perfectly satisfied, contented, and " happy"), 
that I " was fairly entitled to be relieved from any 
personal loss.'* Why, then, was I not so relieved ? 
It appears, however, that it never occurred to his 
Lordship to what I was " fairly entitled,** until he 
received a letter " which rendered it impossible for 
him to follow the bent of his own personal inclina^ 
tibn.'* I recollect, when a boy at school, reading 
about a respectable old gentleman, who had a 
splendid villa on the road between Rome and 
Ostia, of whom it was said, " Tenebras rebus claris* 
simis obducere solebat male narrando;** which 
means. That the plainest proposition became ob- 
scure if he attempted to enunciate it. 

What a treasure he would have been in the 
Foreign Office ! 

As I am now on the subject of diplomacy, I 
will inform the reader that I am myself something 
of a diplomatist, having devoted some of the best 
years of my life to the study of the " Jus gentium.** 
I studied diplomacy at a foreign university as a 
science ; and have a sovereign contempt for the 
pettifogging practices which are now miscalled di- 
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plomacy. Haying said thus much, in hopes that 
Lord Aberdeen may consider of some value a legal 
opinion, which I give gratis — for nothing, I now 
place on record as a jurisconsult the following 
opinion: — 

Had Dr* Wolff gone to Bokhara merely to a 
merchant on lawful business, and had he been im- 
prisoned without having contravened or infringed 
any law, then Queen Victoria's government was 
bound to obtain that man's release, without inquir- 
ing whether the cost would be 400/. or 4000/* 

Now, I am prepared to discuss that question 
with any gentleman in Downing Street, whenever 
and wherever he pleases, it being expressly stipu- 
lated, that the word "expediency," which has no 
Latin equivalent, be left out of the argument. 

On the 10th March, I brought the whole of 
the guarantee affair formally before the Committee, 
who passed the following Resolution :— 

Extract from the Minutes of the Committee of the- 
Stoddart and Conolly Fund. 

'' March 10, 1645. 

"The Committee having considered all the corre- 
spondence that has taken place between CaptaiiB Grover 
and the Foreign Office, on the subject of the guarantee 
required by her Majesty's government, as an indemnity 
for any expense the release of Dr. Wolff, who was 
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despatched from this coantry in search of two of her 
Majesty's envoys might cost the natioo, think k due to 
Captain Grover to place the following opinion on the 
Minutes of the Committee. 

** Resolved unanimously, — 

*' That the offer of the payment of the 400/. to 
Captain Grover, as an inducement to with* 
draw his letters of the 25th and 28th Feb- 
ruary left Captain Grover^ who was acting, 
not merely for himself, but for the Committee, 
no alternative but to decline that proposition ; 
and that Captain Grover had a right to 
complain that sufficient deference had not 
been paid in making it to the feelings of an 
officer in his position. 
^* Captain Grover is requested to communicate the 

above resolution to the Right Honourable the Earl of 

Aberdeen." 

Thus ends the history of the guarantee, and I 
must say I am rather glad to perceive that Lord 
Aberdeen exhibits some symptoms of being ashamed 
of the transaction, when he puts forth his fine* 
drawn, Foreign-Office distinction between a bill, 
presented officially " as such*' from the office, and 
being presented by his Lordship's chief clerk, as 
agent to her Majesty's envoy at Tehran. I do 
not pretend to be much acquainted with bills of 
exchange, the one in question being the first I ever 
paid or accepted in my life. The distinction might. 
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however, have been of importance to me. I paid 
the bill a month before it was due, and Mr. Bsoi- 
dinel, as the envoy's agent, did not allow me any 
discount ; had he received the money, being Lord 
Aberdeen's chief clerk, officially, "as such," he 
probably would have allowed me five pound per 
cent for prompt payment. 

Some simpleton (vide " Eton Latin Grammar'*) 
called "Ojpe^^the ^^ irritamenta malorum.^* Lord 
Aberdeen knows better, they are the only irrita-- 
menta of Foreign-Office services ; and therefore it 
is delightful to see our rulers grasping so firmly 
the strings of the public purse. 

No one knows better than the noble Lord at 
the head of the Foreign Office the value of the 
Diva potens rerurriy domitrixque pecunia fati. 

The diflFerence between the value of money and 
honour is so clearly laid down in the catechism of 
that profound political economist Sir John Falstaflp, 
that I think the reader will be gratified with the 
perusal of that profound, statesmanlike document 
which- 1 transcribe from an original copy : — 

** Can honour set a leg ? No. Or an arm ? No. Or 
take away the grief pf a wound? No. Honour hath no 
skill in surgery then ? No. Will honour advance a man 
in a diplomatic career ? No. Will honour obtain military 
advancement? Slowly, Will money ?^ Rapidly. Will 
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honour obtain a man an ensign's commission? No. Will 
money t Yes. Honour hath no interest at the govern- 
ment offices then? No. What is honour? A word. 
What is that word? Honour. What is that honour? 
Air — a trim reckoning! Who hath it? He that died on 
Wednesday. Doth he feel it ? No. Is it insensible then ? 
Yea, to the dead. But will it not live with the living ? 
No. Why? Detraction will not suffer it; therefore 111 
none of it : honour is a mere scutcheon, and so ends my 
catechism.'*— J7^ry IV. Part I. Act F, 

Falstaff is quite right, money is the thing. 
'^ Money is a good soldier, and will on." 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Parliamentary contradictions — Sir R. Peel — Bifrons — Colonel 
Shiel's Despatch — Dr. Bowring. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



I WILL now request the reader's attention to a 
few extracts from '< Hansard's Parliamentary De- 
bates," which I consider worthy of every Eng- 
lishman's most serious attention : — 

House of CommonSy Thursday, August 24, ] 843. 

MURDER OF COLONEL STODDART AND CAPTAIN CONOLLT. 

^* Mr. Cochrane begged to adk the right hon. baronet 
at the head of her Majesty's government, whether any 
official account had been received of the barbarous 
murder of Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conolly? 
With the latter of these gentlemen he had had the hap- 
piness to be acquainted, and knew him to be a man of 
most estimable character. He was sure the house would 
sympathise with him on the occasion, and he begged to 
ask the right hon. gentleman, whether, in case the report 
on this subject was confirmed, he had any hopes of 
obtaining redress against the Ameer of Bokhara, who had 
been guilty of the crime ? 

** Sir R. Peel said, he was not surprised that the hon. 
gentleman should entertain the feelings he had mani- 
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fested at so barbarous an act as the murder of two British 
subjects by the Ameer of Bokhara ; and independent of 
the influence of personal feelings arising from private 
friendship, he was sure every subject of her Majesty must 
feel the deepest indignation at such an outrage upan 
humanity. 

** The government had nx)t received any direct official 
information, confirming the report of the murder of 
Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conolly, they had received 
no direct positive assurance amounting to complete proof 
of the fact, but as the hon. gentleman had intimated to 
him his intention to ask this question, he had gone through 
the whole of the papers, and he confessed the evidence 
contained in them was so strong, that he feared there 
could not be a question that, on the 17th of June, 1842, 
the two officers in question were murdered in a barbarous 
manner by the orders of the Ameer of Bokhara. Colonel 
Shiel, in a despatch of the 12th of November, 1842, sent 
an account given by a Persian of good character^ of the 
name of Saaleh Mahomed, who wa€ at Bokhara, giving 
a circumstantial narrative of the murder of Colonel Stod- 
dart and Captain Conolly. The writer was present in tie 
town, and the ax:count which he gave carried with it, 
certainly, internal evidence of truth. Subsequently reports 
were circulated at Tehran, that the account was not true ; 
and it was stated, that a letter had been received from 
Bokhara, declaring that the murder of Colonel Stoddart 
and Captain Conolly had not taken place; that a Greek 
and a slave had been murdered, and their bodies exbi^ 
bited to the people, and a report spread, by order of the 
government, that these were the bodies of two British 
subjects, but that the two British subjects were still alive* 
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That reporty received from India, crettted a heUeftkat the 
originml acoount of the murder was incorrect; but, on 
referring to the report of Saaleh Mahomed, he foand it 
stated that the murder of the Greek and the slave took 
place on the ]Oth of June, and the Persian distinctly 
stated that Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conoily were 
put to death on the 17tb of June, consequently, he was 
afraid the countenance given to the contradiction of the 
report was without foundation. A letter from St. Peters- 
burg, of the Ist of July, stated that inquiries had been 
made of the envoy of the Khan of Khiva; and the envoy 
informed Count Nesselrode, in a report, that accounts had 
reached Khiva from Bokhara, and he entered into details 
which left no doubt of the truth of the story. That letter 
was received on the 10th (^ July, and therefore it con* 
firmed the original statement. He had a letter from 
Colonel Shiel, written at Tehran, in which he transmitted 
a letter from the chief authority at Bokhara, a Persian, 
in which no express reference wcls made to the murder. 
Coloael Shiel said, that this Persian officer demanded a 
sum of 3500 tomans, as due by Colonel Stoddart, who 
had lodged with him, and made no reference to the 
murder, but that this circumstance seemed confirmatory 
of the report of the death ; as the omission of a direct 
reference to death was only in conformity with Persian 
manners. These accounts, therefore, from Tehran and 
Petersburg appeared to confirm the original report. 

'* He was sure the hon. gentleman would not press 
him as to the adoption of the measures, which this 
country had a right to press tmth a view to obtain redress. 
He believed all tfie civilised world to whom the matter 
bad been communicated, participated in our feelings on 



Digitized by 



Google 



176 SIR ROBERT PEEL 

the occasion. The Emperor of Russia liad behaved in k 
manner worthy of a sovereign allied to this country. He 
had refused to entertain any comn[iunication with the 
Khan of Bokhara^ and, when an envoy was sent by the 
Khan to the Russian government, the emperor refused to 
hold any communication with him. The Sultan had 
acted in the same manner ; and, therefore, without refer- 
ence to the measures that might he tahai in consequence of 
this barbarous murder of British subjects^ he could only 
state, that he felt the utmost indignation at so atrocious a 
crime, and he did not despair that, in some way or other^ 
punishment would reach the government which had 
caused it. 

''Mr. Cochrane wished to ask whether Captain 
Conolly, when he went abroad the last time, was employed 
upon the public service. 

" Sir R. Peel believed not." 

I beg the reader will have the goodness to com- 
pare the foregoing with the following interesting 
questions and and answer. 

**COLONELSTODDABT AND CAPTAIN CONOLLY DR. WOLPp's 

MISSION. 

** House of Commons, Friday, June 28, 1844. 

** Mr. B. Cochrane, wished to know from the right 
hon. gentleman whether he had received any direct 
account from Dr. Wolff, respecting the fate of Colonel 
Stoddart and Captain Conolly ; and he also wished to 
know whether her Majesty's government had given their 
support to Dr. Wolff on his mission to Bokhara, and 
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whether he went into that country with the sanction of 
her Majesty's government. 

" Sir R. Peel said, that Dr. Wolff did not undertake 
his journey to Bokhara with the direct sanction of her 
Majesty's government, because their means of working 
upon the fears of the governor of that country were inef- 
fectual ; but they told Dr. Wolff that, if he undertook 
the journey on his own responsibility, he should receive 
every assistance that her Majesty's government could 
afford; and they had an acknowledguient from Dr. 
Wolff^ thanking her Majesty's government for the assist- 
ance he had received on his journey from British agents. 
Communications had been received from Dr. Wolff and 
Colonel Shiel, her Majesty's representative at Tehran. 
The letter of Colonel Shiel was dated so recently as the 
6th of May, and the letter of Dr. Wolff was dated the 
12th of April, at which time he was within three days of 
Bokhara. Colonel ShieVs letter of the 6th of May con- 
tained the information of a native of Tehran, named 
Jacoob, who was released from captivity at Khokan, near 
Khiva, by Captain Conolly, whom he accompanied to 
Bokhara; and, when the two officers were thrown into 
prisoHy he shared their fate, being actually imprisoned 

WITH THEM. 

^' He remained upwards of a year at Bokhara, and 
witnessed the execution of a Greek servant of Captain 
Conolly, named Yousouf. During the time that he 
remained at Bokhara, no public execution took place^ or 
at least he had not heard of any^ and he could not have 
failed had it taken place. This Jacoob had a strong hope 
that Colonel Stoddart was still alive ; but he was not so 

N 
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sanguine as to Captain ConoUy, because he was looked 
upon as a spy. 

" It was right to say that Colonel Shiel did not par- 
ticipate in the hope expressed hy this person : and it was 
remarkable that two years had now elapsed without the 
slightest communication from Colonel Stoddart, although 
previously he had always found means of communicating 
with British authorities. He could not help fearing that 
the murder of both these officers was likely to have takefi 
place ; but still the most recent accounts confirmed the im- 
pression that no public execution had taken place. It was 
highly probable that the next account would give the 
impressions of Dr. Wolff on the spot ; when they arrived 
he should be happy to communicate them to the house ; 
but, in the latest account, he was within three days of 
Bokhara. He feared that it was his duty to discourage 
the expectation that they would contain assurances of the 
safety of the two officers. 

'^ Mr. Cochrane said, it would be satisfactory to know 
how far these officers, at the time when they were im- 
prisoned at Bokhara, were employed in the service of 
the government. 

'< Sir R. Peel said that Colonel Stoddart had been 
authorised to repair to Bokhara, and wa^ directly employed 
by the government to make communications at Bokhara. 
Captain Conolly had been sent by the Indian government 
to make communications at Khiva and Khokan. He 
had no express mission to Bokhaua ; but an intimation 
was made to Colonel Stoddart that Captain Conolly was 
at Khiva, and if he thought he could be 'useful to him, 
he had authority to send to him tp Khiva. Captain 
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ConoUy had not any direct instrnctions to proceed to 
Bokhara. He had authority to go to Khiva ; but, acting 
on his own discretion, and doing that which he believed 
to be for the service of his country, he went there when 
Colonel Stoddart sent for him, 

*^ Colonel Stoddart had direct official instructions, 
and Captain ConoUy did from a sense of duty repair to 
Bokhara." 

I trust the reader has attentively perused the 
foregoing parliamentary reports, which I have 
copied verbatim from Hansard's " Parliamentary 
Debates ;" and I have taken the liberty of printing 
in italics those passages to which I wish to direct 
the reader's particular attention. 

Previous notice had been given that these ques- 
tions would be asked, and Sir Robert Peel says, 
*'As the honourable gentleman had intimated to 
him his intention to ask the question, he had gone 
through the whole of the papers J* 

We will now consider what is the information 
the right honourable baronet had gained after 
having " gone through the whole of the papers.'* 

In the first place. Sir R. Peel states distinctly 
that "government had not received any official 
information confirming the report ;^^ and yet the 
name of Lieut-Colonel Stoddart had been struck 
out of the army list in March 1843 on the faith 
of that " report^* of which the government ha(J 
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not in August 1843 received any direct official 
information ! 

Sir R. Peel, however adds, that at Tehran, 
from whence the report alluded to came, it was 
stated that the account was not true^ and "that 
a letter had been received from Bokhara declaring 
that the murder of Colonel Stoddart and Captain 
Conolly had not taken placed' Sir Robert Peel, 
however, informs the house that he fears he 
must believe that these two officers were mur- 
dered. 

Mr. Cochrane then puts a plain, straight- 
forward question, " Was Captain Conolly employed 
upon the public service ? *' 
• Sir R. Peel *' believed not ! " 

Now when a minister of state replies in the 
House of Commons to a question of which he has 
received notice, and when he states that "he has 
gone through all the papers'* to prepare himself 
for an official answer, and when he is asked is 
such a fact so, and he replies that he ^^ believed 
Tioty' such an answer is received as a positive 
denial. There is no question of opinion or belief, 
but of a mere fact with which the minister was, or 
ought to have been, well acquainted. 

The same question is put to Sir R, Peel on 
the 28th June, 1844, and he answei^ thus : — . 
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'^ Colonel Stoddart had been authorbed to repair to 
Bokhara, and wcl$ directly employed by (he government to 
make communications at Bokhara. Captain Conolly had 
been sent by the Indian government to make communi- 
cations at Khiva and Khokan. He had no express mis- 
sion to Bokhara, but an intimation was made to Colonel 
Stoddart that Captain Conolly was at Khiva, and if he 
thought he could be useful to him he had authority to 
send to him to Khiva. Captain Conolly had not any 
dii-ect instructions to proceed to Bokhara. He had 
authority to go to Khiva, but, acting on his own dis- 
cretion, and doing that which he believed to be for the 
service of iiis country, he went there when Colonel Stod- 
dart sent for him. 

^' Colonel Stoddart had direct official instructions^ and 
Captain Conolly did from a sense of duty repair to 
Bokhara." 

Sir R. Peel's long statement may, however, be 
comprised in a few words. 

Colonel Stoddart, her Majesty's representative 
at Bokhara, had authority to direct Captain 
Conolly's attendance, he exercised that authority, 
and Captain Conolly of course obeyed him ; there- 
fore at Bokhara Captain Conolly was Jiil/illing a 
public duty. 

Now, I will ask, why did not Sir R. Peel 
give this answer on the 26th August, 1843, instead 
of denying the mission? The British govern* 
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ment were as well acquainted with Stoddart and 
Conolly's mission in 1843 as in 1844'. It appears, 
however, that it was " expedient*' for a time to 
disavow these envoys. 

At the public meeting at the Crown and 
Anchor, when I stated that Colonel Stoddart and 
Captain Conolly were diplomatic agents, my asser- 
tion was contradicted, and Sir R. Peel's speech 
in which he denied their official character, was 
cited, and I was asked if I could possibly know as 
well as the prime minister. I fear I gave oflFence 
to many by positively stating what I knew to be 
the fact, notwithstanding the assertion of Sir R. 
Peel to the contrary. 

The consequence was that these unfortunate 
men were considered as ^^ innocent travellers'' — 
public sympathy was diverted — I was looked upon 
as a man who had publicly stated the thing that 
was jiot — the subscriptions were checked — Dr. 
Wolff arrived in London to proceed to Bokhara — 
the committee had only a balance of between 30/. 
and 40/. at the banker's, and had I not given 
Dr. Wolff 500/. from my private funds, the expe- 
dition would have fallen to the ground, to the 
great delight of my friends at the Foreign Office. 

I do not for a moment imagine that Sir R* 
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Peel is capable of stating in the House of Commons, 
or any where else, more or less than he believes to 
be the exact truth. 

When, however, a minister in parliament gets 
up to answer a question of which he has received 
notice, he does not rely upon his memory, but 
comes prepared with an official brief or abstract 
of the facts upon which he founds his answer. It 
• is, therefore, clear that Sir R. Peel must have had 
skjcdse brief put into his hand on the 24th August, 
1843; and I do trust that he will call .those 
persons to account who, to answer their own ends, 
or to maintain for a time their own opinions, 
make Sir R. Peel, Prime Minister of the British 
Empire, appear before the enlightened audience 
that composes the third power in the British con- 
stitution, in the despicable character of — "Bi- 

FRONS."* 

In the debate of June 28, 1844, the reader 
will have observed the statement of the man Jacoob, 
who was actually imprisoned with Stoddart and 
Conolly in the dark well. This man was at 

* Bifrons is a character in an old Italian farce, written in 
the Bolognese dialect ; he is a sort of MenechinOy has his face so 
painted that one side has the expression of grief, while the other 
is laughing. Bifrons is remarkable for the inaccuracy and 
evasive prolixity of his statements. 
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Bokhara during the time of the alleged execution ; 
he, however, says (according to Colonel ShieFs 
official despatch), " No public execution took place, 
or, at leasts he had not heard ofany^ and he could 
not have failed had it taken place.** This was 
satisfactory enough, but at the Foreign Office it 
must have been considered too satisfactory, for Sir 
R. Peel adds : — 

" It was right to say that Colonel Shiel did not 
participate in the hope expressed by this person/' 

Now, on the following day, doubting the accu- 
racy of this assertion, I obtained permission to see 
Colonel Shiel's despatch. He gives the statement 
nearly in Sir R. Peel's words, but I could not find 
any expression that could lead me to believe that 
Colonel Shiel did not participate in Jacoob's hope 
that Colonel Stoddart toas still alive! In fact, 
Colonel Shiel makes no comment whatever. 

I will now give the reader Colonel Shiel's 
despatch from memory^ and I will venture to say 
that my version is more correct than Sir R. Peel's, 
although the right honourable baronet most likely 
had a copy of the despatch in his hand. The 
despatch was dated May 6. 

Colonel Shiel states that a man named jacoob 
had arrived a few days previously, who left Bokhara 
three months ago. He had been servant to Cap-* 
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tain ConoUj, and had been confined in the well 
with Saleh Mohammed. Was at Bokhara, when 
Yousouf, called also Augustine, was led outside the 
town, and he saw his throat cut. This was on 
a Friday, and the same day mentioned by Saleh 
Mohammed in his account of the execution of 
Stoddart and ConoUy. This account agrees with 
Rajjib's narrative, reported in Colonel Shields former 
despatch. This man, Jacoob, remained a year at 
Bokhara after the execution of Yousouf, and did 
not hear of any execution of the English officers, 
and no public execution of the English officers 
could well have taken place without his hearing of 
it. Believes Colonel Stoddart to be still alive. 

On turning over the index to Hansard, I find 
another debate on the subject. 

** Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conolly. 

'•JPeftrtwwy 15, 1843. 

" Dr. Bowring, seeing the right honourable baronet 
had just entered the house, hoped he would allow him 
(Dr. Bowring) to put the question, of which he had 
given notice, whether the government had received any 
official account of the murder of Colonel Stoddart and 
Mr. Conolly at Bokhara? 

" Sir R. Peel said that the latest accounts the govern- 
ment had received on the subject to which the honourable 
gentleman called the attention of the house, were con- 
tained in a despatch from Colonel Shiel, dated Tehran, 
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the 12th of November. In that despatch Colonel Shiel 
stated several grounds that made it almost impossible 
to draw any other conclusion than that Colonel Stoddart 
and Mr. ConoUy had been murdered by the Ameer of 
Bokhara. There was to the despatch a postscript, dated 
the 23d, in which Colonel Shiel said, that he had seen 
an Affghan gentleman^ commonly called Koomsedda, who 
had been formerly attached to Mr. ConoUy, and who 
had arrived direct from Bokhara. The information 
brought by this person confirmed the report of the murder. 
All the interest that the representative of the Emperor of 
Russia possessed was exercised to save Coloifel Stoddart 
and Mr. Conolly, but in vain. He feared there was 
every reason to believe that the report was but too well 
founded." 



In these extracts from " Hansard's Parliamen- 
tary Debates," the reader will have observed that 
in the two first statements are mentioned Saaleh 
Mahomed, a " Persian,^^ of good character. In 
the statement of the 15th February they will find 
a similar confirmatory statement by an Affghan 
gentleman^ commonly called Koomsedda. 

The reader wiU not, however, be surprised that 
the accounts furnished by the Persian of good 
character, named Saaleh Mahomed, or Mohamed 
Saleh, should accurately agree with the confirma- 
tory statement of the Affghan gentlemanj com- 
monly called Koomsedda, when they are informed 
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that this Afghan gentleman^ Koomsedda, is no 
other than their old acquaintance the Persian of 
** good character/' Saaleh Mohamed, or Mahomed 
Saleh. Such, however^ I can assure the reader, is 
the fact; and in the original statement he is 
dc^crihed, — 

'< Saaleh Mahomed, commonly called Akhoon- 
zadeh." 

Thus, ^* one man in his time plays many parts.*" 

Sir R. Peel, in his answer to Mr. Bowring, 
states, that ** All the interest that the representa- 
tive of the Emperor of Russia possessed was exer- 
cised to save Colonel Stoddart and Captain ConoUy, 
hut in vain.'* 

This is not exact. Sir R. Peel has heen again 
misinformed. The Russian envov left Bokhara on 
the 17th April, 1842, at which period Colonel 
Stoddart and Captain ConoUy were both alive ; 
and since that time his Imperial Majesty has had 
no representative at Bokhara. 

This, probably, may not be a wilful misstate- 
ment of the gentlemen at the Foreign Office — they 
are woefully ignorant of the aflPairs of Central Asia ; 
and as I never communicated the above fact to 
them, they were probably not aware when the 
Russian envoy really did leave. 

The reader will not be surprised at the woeful 
Ignorance of the British government of the affairs 
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in .Central Asia, when I inform him that, for some 
time past, we have had no resident at Meshed ; 
and thus, for the sake of a paltry saving of eight 
tomans (4/.) per month, we remain in ignorance 
of the important events that are passing in Khor- 
assaun. 

It was owing to this paltry saving of four pounds 
per month, that a rascal like Mohamed Ali Seraaf, 
the worthy friend of Saleh Mohamed, was enahled 
to intercept the English letters on their way to 
Bokhara. 

As I purpose, on a future occasion, giving to 
the public some information on the state and nature 
of our diplomatic relations with Central Asia, I 
will merely say that this false statement of the 
Prime Minister would lead the public naturally to 
imagine that the Russian representative had also 
sent a confirmatory statement. 

I think 1 have brought forward facts enough to 
shew the reader that the government has exhibited 
a most oxtraordinary anxiety to induce the nation 
to believe that these envoys have ceased to exist, 
and that the government has only published intelli- 
gence, tending to confirm the opinioa they were 
desirous should be adopted. 

The committee constantly received a journal of 
Dr. WolflP's proceedings, which the doctor will 
communicate to the public. 
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The conduct of the French government in the 
affair of De la Perouse forms such a striking con- 
trast to the cruel indifference of the British govern- 
ment in the case of Colonel Stoddart and Captain 
ConoUy, and of the Lords of the Admiralty in 
the case of the gallant Captain Ross, that I am 
sure the reader will not he sorry to read the fol- 
lowing ahridged narrative of Captain Dillon's pro- 
ceedings. 

This gallant officer published a narrative in two 
volumes, but this has been long since out of print, 
and I have not been able to obtain a copy at any 
of the libraries. 

While I was inquiring in vain in every quarter 
for a copy of this interesting work. Captain Dillon 
did me the honour of introducing himself to me 
at the Royal Geographical Society; and I am 
thus enabled to place, in glaring contrast, the noble 
conduct of the French government with the dis- 
graceful indifference of our ownt 
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It is painful to me as an Englishman and a 
British officer to draw this degrading companson ; 
I trust, however, that puhlic opinion may be so 
expressed, that secretaries of state, ^^ who live at 
home at ease," may receive an instructive lesson 
from a half-pay captain; and that they may yet 
learn that British officers are not to be thrown aside 
like split pens I 

I received my first commission from George the 
Third. During the reign of that monarch British 
envoys were safe from insult ; or had an insult been 
offered, an attempt would most certainly have been 
made to obtain reparation for the injury inflicted 
upon our national honour. That excellent monarch, 
whose name is always mentioned with respect, and 
whose memory will be for ever venerated, that 
monarch would not have thought himself worthy of 
the name of king — would have thought his dig- 
nities a mere mockery, could he not have protected 
his ambassadors I 

At the Foreign Office they talked to me about 
the difficulty of obtaining reparation from the King 
of Bokhara, my reply wsis, — 

" These are excellent reasons why Colonel Stod- 
dart and Captain ConoUy never should have been 
sent, but having once sent an envoy, no considera- 
tion can ever justify his being abandoned/' 
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Before entering upon the interesting narrative 
of Captain Dillon's discovery of the remains of La 
P6rouse*s squadron, I will detain the reader a few 
moments to relate a short anecdote. 

A friend of mine, an officer of the Artiller}-, 
had met with very unjust treatment from the French 
authorities while residing in France as " an inno- 
cent traveller.** He complained to his government. 
Lord Castlereagh took up the affair ; there was a 
long correspondence, and we were called to the 
Foreign Office to hear the result. 

Lord Castlereagh explained to my friend all that 
had been done, and the reparation that had been 
obtained, which his Lordship thought was ample 
and sufficient. 

Seeing my ftiend still looking far from satisfied, 
his Lordship thus addressed him : — 

" Do you wish, sir, that I should declare war 
with France for this affair ?** 

My friend coolly replied, " My Lord, I do, if 
the reparation my honour requires as a British 
officer cannot be obtained by any other means.'* 

Constituted as the Foreign Office is at the pre- 
sent moment, what would have been the rejoinder 
of the Secretary of State ? 

I firmly believe the answer would have been a 

o 
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laugh of derision. So, however, did not answer 
Lord Castlereagh. 

His reply was : ** You are right, sir ; full 
reparation you shall have;" — and full reparation 
was ohtained. 

Now for the Count de la Perouse : — 

La Perouse sailed from Brest in the year 1785, 
on a voyage of discovery ; he reached Botany Bay, 
after a circuitous voyage, in January, I788, and in 
a few months sailed from that port, from which time 
no authentic intelligence was received of the expe- 
dition till the year 1826. 

Was he abandoned by his government ? Never. 
In consequence of orders from the Friench govern- 
ment, all the islands in the Pacific were diligently 
searched by ships of war and traders ; and in the 
year 1793, when renewed efforts were made, the 
government promised honours and rewards to any 
person of whatever nation, who should obtain infor- 
mation of La Perouse, and decreed that the honours 
and reward should be in proportion to the importance 
of the information. 

M. Lesseps, who accompanied La Perouse in 
the Boussole, fortunately left the expedition at 
Kamschatka, and brought the journals and charts 
to France. 
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The National Assembly issued the following 
decree, which is so highly honourable to the French 
nation, that I present the reader with a translation 
of the whole document, which I am sure will be 
perused with satisfaction by every friend of hu- 
manity : — 

** Decree of the National Assembly. 

'^Fdf.dth, 1791. 

" The National Assembly, after having heard the 
report of its united committees of agriculture, commerce, 
and^aval affairs, decrees : 

" That the king be requested to give orders to all am- 
bassadors, residents, consuls, and agents of the nation in 
foreign countries, to entreat, in the name of humanity and 
of the arts and sciences, the different sovereigns of the 
nations in which they reside, to enjoin all navigators and 
agents of every description under their command, wher- 
ever they may be, but particularly in the southern parts of 
the Pacific Ocean, to make all possible search after the 
two French frigates, * La Boussole ' and * L' Astrolabe,' 
commanded by M. de la Perouse, and after their crews ; 
as likewise every inquiry that may serve to confirm to us 
whether they be yet in being, or have been lost ; in order 
that, if M. de la Perouse and his companions should be 
found or met with, no matter in what place, every assist- 
ance may be given them, and they may be furnished with 
all possible means of returning to their country, and 
bringing with them whatever they may have in their pos- 
t^ession ; the National Assembly engaging to indemnify^ 
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and even to recompense, according to the importance of 
the service, every one that may furnish any assistance to 
these navigators, procure intelligence of them, or merely 
be the cause of restoring to France any papers or effects 
that may belong, or have belonged, to their expedition. 

" It further decrees, that the king be requested to 
equip one or more vessels, on board which shall be em* 
barked men of science, naturalists, and draughtsmen; and 
to confer on the commanders of the expedition the 
double mission of seeking after M. de la Perouse, in con- 
formity to documents, instructions, and orders which shall 
be given them, and at the same time of making researches^ 
with regard to the sciences and commerce ; taking every 
measure to render the expedition — independently of the 
search after M. de la Perouse, or even after they may 
have found him, or obtained news of him — useful and 
advantageous to navigation, geography, commerce, arts^ 
and science. 

** Collated with the original by us, the President 
and Secretaries of the National Assembly. Paris, 24th 
February, 1791. 

" Signed " Duport, PresidenL 

** LlORB, 



.,) 



^ , Secretaries' 

** BouissioN, 



On the 22d April, I79I5 the National Assem- 
bly issued another decree, directing that the ac- 
counts and maps of M, de la Perouse's voyage as 
far as Botany Bay, and which he had sent home, 
should be immediately printed at the expense of 
the nation^ and a fund of two millions of francs 
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(83,333/. 6s. 8d.) was appropriated to that purpose. 
Th© whole of the impression, with the exception of 
such copies as the king might think fit to retain, 
was to he sent to Madame de la Perouse, with a 
copy of the present decree, as a testimony of satis- 
faction at M. de la P6rouse's devotion to his coun- 
try. It was also decreed that the name of M. de la 
Perouse should still remain ^n the Navy List, and 
that his pay should be received by his wife I 

Immediately after the issuing of this decree, 
two frigates were fitted out at Brest, which were 
named La Recherche and L'Esperance, General 
d'Entrecasteaux, as commodore, emharked on hoard 
the first, and the command of the second was con* 
ferred on Captain Huon de Kermadec. 

Some of the survivors of this unfortunate expe- 
dition returned to France in March, 1796, after an 
absence of five years, and M. Lahillardiere pub- 
lished an account of the disastrous termination of 
the voyage. 

In 1792 or 1793, a deposition was made before 
the Juge de Paix at Morlaix, by George Bowen, 
commanding the English ship " Albemarle,*' who 
stated that in December, 1791, he saw a portion of 
De la Perouse's ship floating on the water, on the 
coast of New Georgia, in the Eastern Ocean. From 
this time, although every exertion was made by the 
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French nation, no information was obtained as to 
the fate of De la P6rouse and his gallant band ; and 
the honour of clearing up this interesting mystery 
was left for an Englishman, the brave and talented 
Captain P. Dillon, commander of the East India 
Company's ship " Research/* 

In the year 1813, this officer visited the Beetee 
Islands (commonly called Fejee Islands), and at one 
of these, a man named Martin Bushart, his wife, 
then near her confinement, and a Lascar, named 
Joe, were provided with a variety of seeds, and by 
their desire, left with the natives, who received 
them with great kindness, and were most anxious 
that they should stay. The name of this island was 
Tucopia, 

From 1813 to 1826, nothing was heard of Mar- 
tin Bushart ; in that year, however. Captain Dillon, 
being on a voyage from Valparaiso and New Zea- 
land towards Bengal, came in sight of Tucopia on 
the 13th May. Several canoes came off^ to the ship, 
and in the foremost he immediately recognised the 
Lascar Joe, and invited him on board ; the next 
canoe brought Martin Bushart 

This Lascar sold to the armourer of the ship the 
silver guard of a sword ; this being reported to 
Captain Dillon, immediately excited his attention j 
^nd on inquiring of Martin Bushart how they cam^ 
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by it, he was told that on their first arrival at Tu- 
copia, they found in possession of the natives several 
ship's iron bolts, chain-plates, axes, knives, China 
and glass beads, the handle of a silver fork, and 
many other things ^ these things he learned had 
been brought by the natives in their canoes from a 
distant island called Mannicolo; that two large 
ships had been wrecked there, and that two of the 
crew still survived. Captain Dillon was imme- 
diately convinced that the two ships wrecked must, 
have been those under the command of the fac* 
£amed and lamented De la Perouse. 

Captain Dillon was at this time short of previa 
sions, but when there is the possibility of restoring 
feUow-creatures to their country, does a British sea- 
man ever consider "expediency?'' Fortunately for 
the honour of humanity, that diplomatic word has 
not yet found a place in the Nautical Dictionary. 
Captain Dillon says, " Notwithstanding this, I de- 
termined to proceed to Mannicolo, and with such 
means as were in my power, to rescue from the 
hands of the savages the two survivors, who I had 
not the least doubt were Frenchmen." Accom- 
panied, therefore, by Bushart and one of the Tuco^ 
pians, he sailed, and in two days got sight of Man- 
nicolo. The ship, however, was so leaky, that after 
being driven about seven days without being able 
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to reach the Island, Captain Dillon put the Tuco- 
plan into a canoe, and reluctantly hore away with a 
light wind for Calcutta, Martin Bushart still re« 
maining on hoard with him. 

On his arrival at Bengal, Captain Dillon ap- 
plied to the Indian Government for assistance, 
offering to proceed immediately to the Mannicolos 
to ascertain all the facts and particulars relative to 
the shipwrecks. Fortunately the Bengal officials 
were not educated in Downing Street, and the 
Company*s ship-of-war " Temate," then lying at 
Rangoon with her commander, were placed under 
his orders ; a Government steam-hoat was appointed 
to take him with his party to Rangoon^ and he was 
informed that it was the wish of the Vice-President 
in Council, Lord Comhermere, that he should be 
despatched as soon as possible. 

At this period Captain Dillon had the good 
fortune to meet at the Asiatic Society's Rooms 
in Chouringhee, Major - General Sir Jeremiah 
Bryant, C. B. (at that time Colonel Bryant) ; and I 
cannot allow this opportunity to pass without thank- 
inor this distincruished officer for the kind assistance 
he has afforded me in mv efforts to ascertain the 
fate of Colonel Stoddart and Captain ConoUy ; and 
when the reader considers that the same feeling 
which induced this truly philanthropic Christian 
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and distinguished General to exert himself in be- 
half of Captain Dillon's mission, induced him also 
to preside at the public meeting which was called 
to despatch Dr. Wolff» I think he will be induced 
to pardon this digression. Colonel Bryant then, to 
return to my narrative, moved, that a deputation of 
the Asiatic Society should wait upon the Vice- 
President in Council, to recommend that steps 
should be taken to rescue the survivors of the 
Count de la Perouse's expedition from the islands 
where they were supposed to have been ship- 
wrecked. 

This motion was unanimously adopted, and the 
President, the Honourable J. H. Harington, who 
was also a member of the Supreme Council, said, in 
an address from the chair, that Colonel Bryant's 
motion should have his cordial support, and that he 
had reason to believe that arrangements were 
making by the Marine Board in consequence of 
orders from the Vice-President in Council, which 
would fulfil their desires. 

In consequence of the difficulty of victualling 
the "Ternate*' at Rangoon, Captain Dillon was 
offered the command of the Company's ship " Re- 
search,'* which happened to arrive at that moment 
horn Rangoon, and this offer he immediately 
accepted. 
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I have now before me the thirteen resolutions 
agreed to by the Council of our Indian Empire, 
which are dated l6th November, 1826fjbrtt/ years 
after the loss of De la Perouse's vessels. I will 
only extract the first : — 

'^ Resolution L — Upon a mature consideration of all 
the circumstances set forth in the correspondence above 
recorded, the Vice-President in Council is satisfied that 
the facts which have been laid before Government by 
Captain Dillon are sufficient to justify the hope^ that if 
proper measures are adopted, some certain information 
may be obtained in regard to the loss of the French fri- 
gates 'Boussole' and * Astrolabe/ commanded by the 
celebrated Count de la Perouse, whose fate, notwith- 
standing the most anxious inquiries during a period of 
nearly /or^y years^ has never yet been ascertained." 

Resolutions were also passed allowing sums to 
be expended for the purpose of the expedition, and 
granting to Captain Dillon 6000 rupees as a com- 
pensation for his services ; and he was directed, in 
case he should fall in with the French corvette, 
^*L' Astrolabe," which was despatched from Toulon 
in April 1825, under the command of Captain 
Dumont d'Urville, for the purpose of exploring the 
coast of New Guinea and New Zealand, with a 
view of discovering the spot where Count de la 
P^rouse perished, to acquaint the commander of 
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that vessel with the destination and ohject of the 
"Research," and with the grounds for supposing 
that the French frigates under the command of 
M. de la Perouse were wrecked on, or in the vici- 
nity of, the Mannicolo Islands. 

On the 11th January, 1827» Captain Dillon 
sailed from Calcutta on his interesting expedition, 
and remained some time at Van Dieman's Land* 

On quitting Van Dieman's Land, Captain Dil- 
lon touched at Port Jackson, to endeavour to pro- 
cure a person to accompany the expedition as 
naturalist. Being disappointed in this ohject, he 
sailed to New Zealand, where he had some diffi- 
culty in preserving two of his passengers, — a young 
New Zealand chief and his attendant, from the 
maws of his countrymen ; the trihe in the Bay of 
Islands, heing at war with the tribe to which those 
persons belonged, and having lately sustained a de- 
feat with the loss of one of their chiefs. Captain 
Dillon, however, was able to secure the safety of 
his guests, without exciting the angry passions of 
the hostile savages. 

From New Zealand, Captain Dillon proceeded 
to Tonga. Here, he heard of the French vessel 
" L^Astrolabe," which, I have already stated, was 
despatched from France, to examine the islands in 
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these seas, for any of the survivors of La P6rouse's 
expedition. 

From Tonga, Captain Dillon sailed to Tucopia, 
where he obtained a pilot to Mannicolo, and reached 
that island on the 13th September. 

Here he remained some time, surveying the 
island, and communicating with the natives, whose 
information corroborated that obtained on his for- 
mer voyage. 

A chief named Owallie, a man about fifty-five 
years of age, informed Captain Dillon, that a long 
time ago, the people of this island, upon coming 
out one morning, saw part of a ship on the reef op- 
posite Paiow, where it held together till the middle 
of the day, when it was broken by the sea, fell to 
pieces, and large fragments of it floated on shore 
along the coast. The ship got on the reef during 
the night, when it blew a tremendous hurricane. 
Four men were saved from this wreck, one of whom 
made a present to a chief, and their lives were 
spared. None of these men were chiefs : they re- 
mained a short time with Owallie's tribe, and then 
joined their comrades at Paiow, who built a small 
ship there, and sailed away. The same night an- 
other ship struck on a reef and went down. There 
were several men saved from her, who built a little 
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ship, and sailed away five moons after the ship- 
wreck. While building the small ship they had a 
great fence of trees round them to keep off the 
islanders, who being equally afraid of them, scarcely 
any intercourse was kept up between them. The 
islanders considered these strangers to be spirits ; 
and some were described as having noses above a 
foot long. Captain Dillon imagines it must have 
been the cocked-hats of the officers worn " fore and 
aft," that were taken for noses. Two white men 
remained behind, when the rest went away; the 
one was a chief, the other a common man, who 
used to attend upon the white chief, who died 
about three years before Captain Dillon's arrival. 

The chief with whom the white man resided 
was obliged to fly from his country, and the white 
man accompanied him. The only white people, or 
foreigners, the inhabitants of this island had ever 
seen were, the people of the wrecked ships, and 
Captain Dillon's crew. 

The natives pointed out the spot on the>so]ithem 
reef where one vessel struck, and went down in 
deep water, the other being thrown upon the reef, 
many escaped. 

In proof of the truth of their statements, the 
natives brought an immense collection of articles of 
French manufacture, among which were a silver 
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candlestick, with the arms of a gentleman who was at- 
tached to La Perouse's expedition as a naturalist en- 
graved upon it ; the handle of a silver sword ; and a 
variety of other things. But the most satisfactory 
evidence was obtained from the reef, where articles 
too ponderous to be removed by the natives were 
found by Captain Dillon himself. These were 
brass guns, the iron tiller, and two ships' bells, bear- 
ing the inscription, " Bazin nCafaiti^ and the royal 
arms of France. 

Thus did our gallant countryman Dillon clear 
up that question, so interesting to humanity and 
science ; and I will venture to predict, that the 
name of Dillon will go down to posterity associated 
with that of Perouse. 

Captain Dillon having thus fulfilled the objects 
of his expedition, shaped his course for Calcutta, 
where he arrived on the 7th April, 1827 ; and was 
received with great distinction by the Governor- 
General. 

Captain Dillon now proceeded to Paris, where 
new honours awaited him. His Majesty Charles X. 
created him a Knight of the Legion of Honour ^ 
presented him with a sum sufficient to defi'ay the 
expenses of his voyage to Eur ope j granted him an 
annuity of 4/000 Jrancs per annum for his own life^ 
with a reversion of one^half of that sum to his fa* 
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mily ; and appointed the Clisvalier Dillon to a 
consulship. 

All this is as it should be. 

I trust the reader will pause a moment, to com- 
pare the solicitude of the French government on 
behalf of La Perouse and his comrades, with the 
cool indifference of my Lord Aberdeen, and the 
British government, as to the fate of their two 
envoys. Colonel Stoddart and Captain ConoUy. 

After a pause of a few minutes, to allow their 
indignation to cool down a degree or two, I will ask 
my readers to compare the conduct of the French 
government towards La Perouse," with the conduct of 
the British government towards Captain Ross, when 
the whole nation (with the exception of the officials) 
was in a fever of anxiety as to the fate of that dis- 
tinguished officer and his gallant band, who had 
been some years blocked up in the ice. 

I extract the following from a printed report of 
what took place at a meeting of the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society, on the 11th October, 1844 :— - 

" Mr. Murchison, the President, in the Chair. 

" At the close of the discussion on Dr. Beke's paper, 
the President, seeing Captain Grover amongst them, 
called the attention of the meeting to the great proba- 
bility of the existence of Colonel Stoddart, a valued mem-' 
ber of their Society : he (the president) recollected when 
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Captain Rogs had been above tbree years blocked up in 
the ice, going to the Admiralty with some 8cientific men, 
to urge the authorities to take measures to asceitain the 
fate of that officer and his gallant band : the reply he re- 
ceived was this : * It is well for you scientific gentlemen 
to form an opinion on a subject with which you are totally 
unacquainted: we can tell you that Captain Rossis as dead 
as a stoch-fishr" 

As DEAD AS A StOCK-FISH I 

In the case of Captain Ross, as the government 
was shabby enough to allow the expenses of that 
expedition, undertaken for a national purpose, to 
be paid for out of the funds of a generous, patriotic, 
private individual, they might, certainly, without 
encumbering their consciences with a lie, say he 
was an ** innocent traveller." 

The nation, however, began to murmur about 
the cruel abandonment of poor Ross ; and at last 
an expedition was sent after these " stock-fishes^** 
which arrived just "in time to be too late;** for 
Ross, relying upon his own exertions, had con- 
trived to work his way out of the ice just as the 
Admiralty expedition had worked its way in. 
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Author suspects the Government intends to abandon Dr. Wolff 
— Committee address Lord Aberdeen — Reply — Author goes 
to St. Petersburg — Interview with the British Minister — 
Letter from the Committee to the Emperor — Count Woron- 
zow — Russian Police — Admiral Krusenstern — Lieutenant 
Raper — General Peroffsky — Admiral Krusenstern's Letter 
and Medal — Author leaves St. Petersburg — The Inability of 
the British Minister — Puzzling Questions by Russian 
Officers. 
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CHAPTER X. 

'' Yet shame and honour might prevail 
To keep thee thus from turning tail : 
For who would grudge to spend his cash in 
His Honor's cause? (Quoth she) * A pudding.* " 

HUDIBRAS. 

I BEGAN now to entertain serious apprehensions 
that the British government intended abandoning 
Dr. Wolff to his fate. The Committee assenibled 
to deliberate upon the noble-minded doctor's 
perilous position, and I was directed to address 
the following letter to the Secretary of State : — 

" Army and Navy Club, 
*' August 26y 1844. 

" The Committee of the Stoddart and Conolly Fund, 
having reflected upon all the circumstances that have 
been communicated to them concerning the miserable 
fate of Lieutenant-Colonel Stoddart, Captain Conolly, 
and Lieutenant Wyburd, all British officers, employed 
in the service of their country on diplomatic missions : 
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considering, that whatever efforts have been made by her 
Majesty's government for the relief of these of&cers, such 
efforts have been ineffective : considering, also, that Dr. 
Wolff's claim to the protection of the British government, 
is merely that of being a British subject imprisoned by a 
foreign power while engaged on lawful business, which, 
however, has heretofore, been considered as all-sufficient, 
and that the sovereign is as much bound to avenge the 
wrongs of such citizen, to punish the aggressor, and oblige 
him to make full reparation, as the citizen was bound in 
allegiance to the sovereign. 

** Maturely reflecting upon all these points, the Com- 
mittee request the Earl of Aberdeen to have the goodness 
distinctly to state, how far they may reckon upon the 
immediate and authoritative interference of her Majesty's 
government for the release of Dr. Wolff, now imprisoned 
at Bokhara. In case her Majesty's government cannot 
give an assurance of such interference, the Committee beg 
leave to inform the Earl of Aberdeen, that Captain 
Grover has proposed to start immediately to St. Peters- 
burg, to endeavour to interest the Emperor of Russia in 
the fate of Dr. Wolff, that the Committee have accepted 
his offer, and they request the Earl of Aberdeen will have 
the goodness to gi'ant him the necessary passport, a letter 
to her Majesty's representative at the Imperial court, 
and such other assistance as his Lordship may be disposed 
to grant. 

*' By order of the Committee, 
« The Right Hon. " John G rover, 

" The Earl of Aberdeen, "Captain Unattached, 

« ^c. 3fc. Sfc. *' President." 

" Secretary of State. 
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In reply, Lord Aberdeen informs the committee 
that "her Majesty's government unfortunately do 
not possess the means of exercising that direct and 
authoritative interference with the Ameer of 
Bokhara to which you refer.** Lord Aberdeen 
strongly dissuades any person from proceeding to 
Bokhara under present circumstances, but kindly 
says, that he will readily grant me a passport for 
St. Petersburg, and " every other fojcility in his 
power.'* 

It was now determined, that as the British 
government was unwilling or unable to take autho* 
ritative measures for the relief of Dr. Wolff, that 
we should seek the protection of the Emperor of 
Russia. We felt that it was an extraordinary 
measure for Englishmen to apply to a foreign 
sovereign for the relief of a British subject. No 
time, however, was to be lost, and we were not 
disposed to lose any chance of saving the excellent 
Dr. Wolff, by further discussing questions of diplo- 
matic expediency, or the present, or ulterior effect 
of the extraordinary measures we were about to 
adopt. Our duty was to*leave no means untried 
to save Dr. Wolff, our envoy, and no one could 
suggest any other means than an application to the 
£mperor of Russia. 

It will, moreover, be seen, that the Secretary of 
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State, so far from disapproving the plan we had 
adopted, promised the assistance of the British 
minister at St Petershurg. 

Having received my passport, and despatches 
for the British minister at St. Petersburg, which 
were left open for my perusal, I left London on the 
11th of September, and, by travelling night and 
day, I reached St. Petersburg on the seventh day. 

I had heard that the emperor was much 
afflicted at the loss of his daughter, and feared this 
circumstance might prevent the interview I had 
come so far to seek. The first person, however, to 
whom I spoke on the subject, told me that an 
English traveller had been received about ten days 
previously. This gentleman lost a gold medal in 
his way to the palace, and a reward of two hundred 
roubles had been advertised in the newspapers for 
its recovery. 

I immediately left my dispatches, with a copy of 
the letter for the emperor, at the British embassy ; 
and on the following day I was honoured with a 
visit from the minister, who, to my surprise, told 
ine that he did not think I should obtain an inter-* 
view with the emperor, who did not see any one. 

I reminded him of the English gentleman who 
had been received. He replied, " That is very true, 
but I can assure you his Majesty does not receive 
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US.'' 1 asked Mr. Bloomfield if he could introduce 
me to any person who had heen at Bokhara; he 
regretted he could not do so. 

On the 21st I dined at the British embassy ; 
and the minister told me he had arranged an inter- 
view with Count Woronzow ; that he thought I had 
better give to him the letter from the committee, 
as there was little probability of my seeing the 
emperor. 

On the 23d I had an interview with Count 
Woronzow, in the presence of Mr. Bloomfield. I 
handed to him a copy of the following letter from 
the committee, which he read attentively : — 

" The Committee of the Stoddart and Conolly Fund to 
Sis Imperial Majesty the Emperor of aU t/ie Russias. 

" May It please your Majesty, 
" The Committee of the Stoddart and Conolly Fund, 
appointed at a public meeting, aware of the great interest 
your Majesty has shewn in behalf of Colonel Stoddart 
and Captain Conolly, British oflScers employed on a 
diplomatic mission at Bokhara, are emboldened to solicit 
your Majesty's gracious sympathy in behalf of Dr. Wolff, 
who, animated solely by Christian benevolence, proceeded 
to Bokhara in the hopes of obtaining the release of those 
unfortunate men, and who is now himself a captive in that 
country without any prospect of release. Dr. Wolff 
states, in a letter to his wife, the Lady Georglana, that he 
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has ransomed several Christians from slavery, and among 
the number ten of your Majesty's subjects. 

" The King of Bokhara having officially declared to 
this committee, through Dr. Wolff, that he had put 
Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conolly to death in July, 
1843, it would be inconsistent with the dignity of the 
British government to enter into a negotiation with a 
sovereign who has openly avowed that he had put two of 
its ambassadors to death. 

*'The Committee have been informed that your Majesty 
has recently had an ambassador at Bokhara, and they 
venture to hope, that should your Majesty be graciously 
pleased to order a letter to be written to the Ameer, urging 
the immediate release of Dr. Wolflf, that it might be the 
means of restoring that gentleman to his family, and 
whatever might be the result of such a step, your 
Majesty's kind and humane consideration would be grate- 
fully appreciated by the whole British nation. 

'*The Committee have directed their president to 
request permission to present this to your Imperial 
Majesty. 

*' In the name, and by order of the Committee, 
" John G rover, Capt. Unatt. 

'' London, F.R.S., F.R.A.S. 

" Sept. 2, 1844. *' President of the Committee." 

Count Woronzow read slowly and attentively 
the copy of the committee's letter, which I informed 
his Excellency I was instructed to deliver in person, 
if his Imperial Majesty would kindly honour me 
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with an audience. Count Woronzow's reply was 
the same as that of the British minister, hut in a 
different language — French. Being prepared for 
this, I drew from my pocket a private letter, from 
myself to the emperor, stating my reasons for under- 
taking so long a journey at this inclement season, 
and requesting the honour of an audience. This I 
presented to Count Woronzow, and also a copy, 
which he read with great attention, assured me it 
should he presented to the emperor, that his 
Majesty's pleasure should he communicated to the 
British minister, that it would he extremely difficult 
to ohtain for me the interview I desired j and that 
he did not see how they could assist me, as all inter- 
course with Bokhara had heen broken off for some 
time. At the close of the interview I informed 
Count Woronzow that I should he exceedingly 
obliged to him, if he could put me in commimica- 
tion with any persons who had been at Bokhara, as 
I was most anxious to obtain any information con- 
cerning the British envoys. His Excellency's reply 
was, "t/<? 71^ en connais personne'' 

Many Russians of rank and influence had told 
me that had I come to St. Petersburg without 
despatches, I should have had no difficulty in 
obtaining an audience with the emperor, and that 
the question ♦* to be or not to be** had been settled 
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in Downing Street before my departure : that Count 
Nesselrode and Count Woronzow would not at the 
present moment do any thing that would be dis- 
agreeable to Lord Aberdeen. 

When, therefore, I coupled Count Woronzow's 
answer, " he did not know any one who had been at 
Bokhara," with the English minister's, that he 
could not forward my wishes on this point, knowing, 
as I did, that the very person I wanted to see from 
Bokhara had very recently had an interview with 
the latter gentleman, I had, I must confess, consi- 
derable difficulty in preserving any thing like a be- 
coming diplomatic gravity ; and if these gentlemen 
could have been aware of the extent of my know- 
ledge at that moment, I think they would have 
given me credit for having profited by my numerous 
recent visits to Downing Street. The probability, 
however, is, that these gentlemen were as well 
aware of the extent of my knowledge as I was my- 
self, for at St. Petersburg they know every thing, 
and they certainly take most extraordinary means 
of acquiring knowledge ; of this I will give the 
reader one example. 

On board the steam-boat from Hamburg I hap^ 

pened to meet Lady . At St. Petersburg we 

engaged apartments in the salne hotel. 

A few days after my arrival, a very elegant, 
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gentlemanlike man addressed me in the street by 
name. I was puzzled to make out where I had seen 
this man before. He spoke French with a Parisian 
accent, and was perfectly comme ilfaut 

After some commonplace talk, he turned half 
round with the gravest face in the world, and said, — 

^^ Captain, might I take the liberty of asking 

you two or three questions about Lady , with 

whom you are travelling ?" 

" Sir, I do not understand you," I replied in 
astonishment. 

" Oh 1 " he replied, " I beg your pardon, I am 
afraid you will think I have taken too great a 

liberty, but I am Monsieur ^ of the secret 

police, and I am directed by the Emperor to make 
the inquiry." 

Instead of being angry, I had now a difficulty to 
refrain from laughing outright; I, however, pre- 
served my gravity, and suggested, that my ques- 
tioner had better address himself to her ladyship. 
My reply seemed very embarrassing, and I then 
said, *^ Since the Emperor is so desirous of obtain- 
ing some information about Lady , although 

I must decline answering any questions, still I think 
I can assist you. Walk with me to my residence, I 
will then tell her ladyship your wish, and she pro- 
bably may be disposed to see you/' 
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My new acquaiutance thanked me most warmly: 
holding up his hand, a handsome carriage drove up, 
which it appears had heen following us without my 
being aware of it ; we got in ; he told the driver 
our destination ; the horses started off full gallop, 
and in a short time we were at my hotel I left my 
new acquaintance in my salon, and on proceeding 

to Lady 's apartment, I found, as I expected, 

that her ladyship was amused with the adventure, 
and readily accompanied me to my salon, with her 
niece. On introducing her ladyship, the stranger 
looked at me, as if he expected I should withdraw j 
this, however, I was by no means disposed to do ; 
and I think I shewed a little diplomatic tact in 
arranging the interview in my apartment instead of 
her ladyship's. A long pause ensued, then the gen- 
tleman commenced a long string of apologies, 
which, however, I cut short, by telling him that 
I had said to her ladyship all that was necessary in 
the shape of apology, and begged he would put 
his questions. The only question he had to 
put was, whether her ladyship was related to 

Count , who commanded one of the Russian 

provinces ! 

This afforded us much laughter. 

On reflecting upon my interviews with Count 
Woronzow and the Epglish minister, I saw that I 
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should not obtain any assistance or information 
from them. 

I had fortunately with me a clever German ser- 
vant, who spoke Russian, but not a word of French 
or English. On my return to my quarters, I thus 
addressed him : " I have reason to be satisfied with 
your fidelity; you must now give me a proof of 
your intelligence. Go, Johann, ascertain in what 
part of Russia General Perofisky is at present, and 
find out the address of Admiral Krusenstem." 

Johann started off like a flash of lightning ; in 
half an hour he returned, wiping the perspiration 
from his brow, although it was snowing heavily at 
the time. 

" I have executed my mission. General Peroff- 
sky has a residence in St. Petersburg : he is at pre- 
sent in the country, but will return in three days. 
Here,** handing me a bit of paper, "here is the 
address of Admiral Krusenstern, who is at home. 
I saw him at the window five minutes ago, looking 
at a dog attacked by some pigeons." 

I drove immediately to Admiral Krusenstern, 
the celebrated navigator, who is looked upon as the 
father of the Russian navy. I took with me, as a 
present, the second edition of Lieutenant Raper's 
work on Navigation. In case the admiral should 
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not be " visible," I had addressed a note to him in 
French. My servant, on inquiry, was told the 
admiral was to be seen, and havmg sent in the book 
and my note, I followed. 

I found the admiral in uniform, and not being 
aware that he spoke English, I addressed him in 
French, told him that I had been charged by Lieu- 
tenant Raper to present his work on Navigation, &c. 
The admiral listened to my address, and then said, 
in a very stiff manner, " Est-ce que vous connaissez 
le Lieutenant Raper?" 

** Si je le connais ? C*est un de mes amis le plus 
intime!" 

" Comment, votre ami ? Vous etes capitaine 
de la marine Fran9aise, n'est-ce pas ?" 

" Pardon, Monsieur TAmiral, je suis capitaine 
de Tarmee Anglaise/* 

" Well 1'* broke out the admiral, in English, 
"bless my soul, if I did not take you for a French- 
man." 

The excellent man then took me cordially by 
the hand, and asked my name (he had not yet 
opened my note) ; when he heard it, he immediately 
asked if I were the Captain Grover who had taken 
so much interest in the fate of Colonel Stoddart and 
Captain ConoUy, and I then found that he was well 
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acquainted with all that had heen done, and that he 
took the liveliest interest in the &te of those 
wretched men. 

I found the admiral already possessed of the first 
edition of Lieutenant Raper's work, of which he 
spoke highly. He could not at all understand how 
Lieutenant Raper» who had devoted his whole life 
to the improvement of nautical science, who had 
produced a work that was an honour to England, — 
he could not at all understand, I say, how Lieute- 
nant Raper should still he Lieutenant Raper. << I 
know,'' said that excellent man, ^' that your Geogra- 
phical Society has given that talented officer their 
gold medal, hut what has the Government done for 
Lieutenant Raper?** 

^'Nothing, absolutely nothing!'* was my sad 
reply ; and I felt humiliated, as an Englishman, at 
making such an avowal to a foreigner. 

I trust my good friend. Lieutenant Raper, will 
excuse my thus bringing his name before the public. 
I do not do it on his account. I know that he is 
satisfied to pass his days, and even his nights, 
anxiously employed in advancing his country's 
glory, by perfecting nautical knowledge, and thus 
adding to the safety of our navy and commercial 
marine. 

Had Lieutenant Raper been a Russian, a 
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Frenchman, or any thing hut an Englishman, he 
would not have heen allowed to remain a half-pay 
lieutenant But here in England, I would wager a 
day's pay, that if the suhject were mentioned to Sir 
Rohert Peel, the prime minister of this powerful 
nation, he would reply, " Who is Lieutenant 
Raper ? I never heard of such a person." Of 
course, the right honourable baronet never did I 

From Admiral Krusenstem I received the 
kindest attention during the whole period of my 
stay at St. Petersburg. At the time of my depar- 
ture, the admiral was confined to his bed by illness. 
I wrote to thank him for the many marks of kind- 
ness I had received from him, and to take my leave. 
At the moment of my departure for Stettin, an 
orderly brought me the following letter : — 

" To Captain John Grover^ 
" President of the Committee of the Stoddart and Conolly Fund. 

" Dear Sir, 

" Your letter has disappointed me in more than one 
respect. If you are off to-day, I certainly must renounce 
the pleasure of seeing you. 

^^ Present my best respects to your friend, Lieutenant 
Raper, and to the excellent Captain Beaufort. As soon 
as I am well enough, I will write to both of them. 

" To Mr. Raper I send the book he wished to have, 
and I beg of you to accept the medal {which was delivered 
to me hy the fleet on the 50th anniversary of my service in 
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ihe Navy) as a small token of the pleasure I have had in 
meeting yon here, and of mj highest r^ard for your 
nohle character. 

^ To meet yon again will ever make happy 

" Yoars, &c., 
** Kbubbnstern, 
<< Si. PeierAurg, 29d SepL 1844.** 

The above letter being addressed to me as Pre« 
sident of the Committee has been noted on the 
official minutes, and may, therefore^ be considered 
as a public document. 

In publishing this letter now, I am certainly 
gratifying a feeling of personal pride, and I hope 
the English reader will think such pride legitimate. 

Whenever I look at the beautiful medal that 
accompanied the above letter, it is with a feeling of 
great exultation. 

I have, besides, another object in relating the 
above circumstance, that is, to shew the people of 
England how the conduct of those who exerted 
themselves in behalf of Colonel Stoddart and Cap- 
tain Conolly is appreciated in foreign countries ; 
and I will only add that Admiral Krusenstern's 
present more than compensated me for all the 
anxieties, fatigue, and expense of my journey. The 
account of my interview with General Peroffsky, 
the reader has already seen. Of the numerous 
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Other visits I received, I make no mention for 
obvious reasons, and for the same reason, also, t 
pass over in silence other interesting events that 
occurred to me duriqg my residence in Russia. 

Time passed on pleasantly enough, but I was 
anxious to return homoi and as the next steam-boat 
to Stettin would be the last, I began to be impatient 
at not receiving an answer from the emperor. It 
appeared to me that if his majesly did not intend 
seeing me, he might signify this at once, and allow 
me to depart. 

On the 4th October, I wrote to the British 
minister, informing him that business required my 
attendance in England, and that I should start by 
the steam-boat on the following day for Stettin, 
without his majesty's answer, and report the ill suc^ 
cess of my mission to my constituents. 

That same evening the minister called upon me, 
and told me that he had seen Count W<m)nzow, 
who informed him that the emperor regretted that 
he could not see me, but that he would do every 
Uiing in his power for Dr. Wolff. 

The following day I left St. Petersbui^, and 
sent to Mr. Bloomfield, by a friend^ the committee's 
letter to the emperor, with a request that he would 
have the goodness to forward to London his impe- 
rial majesty'^ answer* 
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No answer has been received aa yet ; and the 
receipt of the letter has not been acknowledged by 
the Russian govemment, or eren by the British 
embassy. 

From Mr. Bloomfield, the British minister, I 
experienced the greatest kindness. From my first 
interview with him I saw he was in ^fau8$e posu 
Hon ; and that the feelings of the man.*^the £ng* 
lish gentleman, were sometimes struggling with — 
something else. Mr. Bloomfield was most courteous, 
most polite; was willing to do any thing in his 
power J but it unfortunately happened, that every 
thing I asked him to do, he was obliged to refuse. 
For instance, that my journey might not be fruit- 
less, I expressed a wish to visit the military esta- 
blishments at St. Petersburg, where I might pick 
up some useful professional knowledge. The Bri- 
tish minister, however, had not the power to assist 
me even in this! 

Many persons at St* Petersburg told me 
that Stoddart and ConoUy had been intentionally 
abandoned by the British govamment; but that 
they were still alive. I was told, that the mo- 
ment the Ameer heard of Dr* Wolff's intended 
^pedition to Bokhara, be had these oflScers con- 
veyed to Samarcand, and circulated a report that 
they were dead, St. Petersburg is mwh frequented 
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by Bokhara merchants. The English consul-gene« 
ral told me he could readily have obtained inform^ 
ation from these merchants had he been instructed 
so to do; but not having received such instruc* 
tions, he had not made any inquiries I 

I found most of the officers in Russia well 
acquainted with the cruel case of Colonel Stoddart 
and Captain Conolly ; and in Germany, the fate of 
these wretched men was a subject of general con- 
versation* I scarcely ever took up a newspaper 
without meeting with a paragi*aph on the subject. 
An account of my mission to St. Petersburg had 
found its way into the German newspapers ; and I 
was not a little amused to see myself, — a poor half- 
pay captain — described as " der reiche En^* 
lander.** 

At Berlin, the names of all the inmates of the 
h6tels are affixed in the entrance-hall ; and all the 
arrivals are announced daily in a journal; and 
when I made my appearance at the table d^hdte, I 
was overwhelmed with questions as to the motives 
of the British government in thus abandoning their 
ambassadors. 

When I have reasoned with Russian officers 
against their opinion, that Colonel Stoddart and 
Captain Conolly were intended to be sacrificed by 
the British government, I have been met with the 
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followbg questions, which I have heen obliged to 
confess my inability to answer : — 

" I. Why were not efforts made to recover 
these officers when we were in possession of Ca- 
bul? 

" !!• When Sir Richmond Shakespeare was at 
Khiva, was he instructed to attempt their release, 
or to gain information concerning them? and, if 
not, why not ? 

" III. Why were they not claimed as envoys 
instead of * innocent travellers,* which was to de- 
clare them spies ? 

"IV. Why did the British government send 
these officers, and then disavow and abandon them ? 

" V. Why did not the Queen of England an- 
swer the Ameer's letter, instead of directing the 
Secretary of State so to do, as every one with the 
slightest acquaintance of Oriental affairs must be 
well aware, that no attention whatever is given to 
the signature of any Vizier or Minister ; and that 
such an answer would be received as an unpardon*- 
able insult?" 
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Defence of an absent Individual* 
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Before bringing this narrative to a conclusion, 
a sense of justice compels me to say a few words in 
defence of an absent individual, who will probably 
never have an opportunity of defending himself, — 
that individual is the King of Bokhara. The Eng- 
lish newspapers have heaped their whole stock of 
opprobrious epithets on the head of that monarch. 
It is natural enough that every Englishman's blood 
should boil with indignation, when he thinks of the 
ignominious treatment to which such a man as Co- 
lonel Stoddart has been subjected since the year 
1838 by the orders of Nasr UUah, King of Bok^ 
hara. It is, indeed, natural, that the whole Bri- 
tish nation should be indignant ; but, in my humble 
opinion, this virtuous indignation is misdirected, 
that it vis not the King of Bokhara who is to be 
blamed for these cruelties, but the British Go- 
vernment I 
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Let US consider coolly the plain facts of the 
case. 

In the year 1838, a British officer presents him- 
self, stating, that he is an Eekhie (amhassador) 
froin the sovereign of Great Britain. He hrings no 
letter from the sovereign he says he represents ; 
and, therefore, naturally hecomes suspected. He 
is imprisoned, released, taken into favour, again 
imprisoned, to he again set at liberty. Years roll 
on, still this man who calls himself an ambassador 
is not claimed by his sovereign. The King of Bok- 
hara, barbarian as he has been called^ cannot 
imagine that any sovereign, much less a Christian 
Queerij should send an envoy, and allow him to re- 
main so many years unclaixned. Therefore, this 
same Colonel Stoddart must be a spy ; and, by the 
laws of all Eastern nations, deserving of death. 

,With our pretence of civilisation, a spy caught 
within our Hnes is hung by the prov6t-marshal, 
" sans autre forme de proc^s.'^ Who has not heard 
of the fate of the unfortunate Major Andre, who 
was hung on suspicion of being a spy ? 

Thus, however, did not proceed the King of 
Bokhara. He waited from the year 1838 to 1842, 
for the arrival of Colonel Stoddart's so-often-pro* 
mised letters ; in that year becoming impatient, as 
all the grandees of his kingdom were urging him to 
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put Stoddart to death, he sent for that unfortunate 
envoy, who repeated the old story of the expected 
letters, and asked the king to wait three months, 
when the letters certainly would arrive ; the king 
immediately not only granted this request, hut had 
post-houses established as far as the Persian fron« 
tier, to expedite the arrival of these letters, which 
never came, for the best of all possible reasons, be- 
cause they never were sent ! 

The only official letter that reached was the 
never-to-be-forgotten epistle of the Governor-Gene- 
ral of India, Lord Ellenborough, claiming Colonel 
Stoddart and Captain Conolly as "innocent travel- 
lers;'* that is, declaring them to be impostors and 
spies : the king, however, according to Dn Wolff's 
official letter, waited xmtil the month of July, 1843, 
and then had these " innocent travellers" executed. 

How is it, 1 say again, and again, that during 
so many years the fate of these brave men was 
allowed to remain a mystery? A Doctor Wolff 
could have been as readily found in 1840, 1841, or 
1842, as in 1843 ; one thing alone was wanting—- 
a willing Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs* 

Dr. Wolff had much to endure at Bokhara, be^ 
cause he had no authority from the governments 
To state that he was sent such a distance by some 
private individuals, to inquire about two men who 
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had been abandoned so many years by their goyem- 
ment, was enough to awaken suspicion. 

Had Lord Aberdeen been desirous of obtaining 
any information concerning these wretched men, he 
would at any time have found a dozen volunteers, 
well qualified and willing for the task ;] it is, there- 
fore, clear, that his Lordship did not wish to hear 
any thing further on the subject. 

This abandonment of British officers will have a 
bad — a demoralising effect on the army and navy. 
That effect may not be apparent for some time ; 
but, as sure as the moisture that is drawn from the 
earth by evaporation will descend, so surely will 
the wicked, unnatural conduct of the British go- 
vernment be visited upon the nation. 

What a thorough contempt will the tribes and 
governments of Central Asia have for ** Dowlat^*' 
as they call the British government I The last at- 
tack upon Cabul raised us wonderfully in the esti- 
mation of these people ; but should the cruelties 
practised upon Colonel Stoddart and Captain Co- 
noUy pass unavenged, the word "Dowlat" will 
have a new signification— ^contempt and infamy. 

Lord Aberdeen submits to this degradation, 
probably from a dread of offending Russia, and 
from a desire of maintaining peace. The con- 
temptible position in which our Secretary of State 
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has placed our relations with Central Asia must 
indeed be highly gratifying to the Autocrat ; and 
any effort of oure to wipe off the infamy that is now 
coupled with the name of ^^ Dowlat^^ will, I am 
quite sure, be especially displeasing to the £m« 
peror. 

In the House of Commons, on the 24th Au* 
gust, 1843, Sir Robert Peel said, in allusion to the 
report of the murder, " He believed all the civil- 
ised world to whom the matter had been communi- 
cated participated in our feelings on the occasion* 
The Emperor, of Russia had behaved in a manner 
worthy of a sovereign allied to this, country. He 
had refased to entertain any communication with 
the Khan of Bokhara ; and when an envoy was 
sent by the Khan to the Russian government, the 
Emperor refv^sed to hold any communication with 
him. The Sultan had acted in the same manner ; 
and, therefore, without reference to the measures 
that might be taken in consequence of this bar- 
barous murder of British subjects, he could only 
state, that he felt the utmost indignation at so 
atrocious a crime ; and he did not despair, that in 
^mne way or other ^ punishment would reach the 
government which had caused it." 

Now, this proper, statesmanlike language was 
received with cheers by the House of Commons, 
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and exultation out of the House. But it was mere 
talk — bluster, intended to produce a momentary 
effect) and to check discussion. 

Sir Robert Peel expressed himself in a similar 
manner, when the disgraceful imprisonment of our 
national representative at Otaheite was discussed ; 
and it ended by Mr. Pritchard's receiving an in- 
demnity for the fat pigs and potatoes which had 
been stolen from him I 

Can Lord Aberdeen really believe ' that such 
conduct can preserve peace for any length of time ? 
Or does his Lordship limit his views to the proba- 
ble period that he may retain possession of the port« 
folio of Foreign Affairs, and therefore only pray, 
"Give peace in our time?" His Lordship may 
certainly succeed in keeping peace in his time, that 
is, if his time be extremely brief, but the nation may 
rely upon it, his Lordship is preparing the way for 
long and expensive wars, and that we shall be 
worried into a fight, when we are the least prepared 
for it, without having to maintain any other prin- 
ciple than that of mere self-preservation. 

During the three-and-thirty years that I have 
been in the army, I have made the subject of 
quarrels and the horrible practice of duelling an 
especial study, and have been the happy means of 
arranging very many affairs of this kind of a very 
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peculiar character. One of the results of my in- 
vestigation is this : that a really brave man (brave 
men are never quarrelsome) passes through a 
chequered life without ever having occasion to fight 
a duel; while the timid man, who is anxious to 
avoid quarrels, is always engaged in them. Why 
is this ? My answer is, that the number of cowards 
is much greater than is supposed ; men being gene- 
rally desirous of receiving credit for those very 
qualities in which they are the most deficient ; as 
soon as an unfortunate being obtains an established 
reputation for cowardice, his companions, who have 
had the art to conceal their weakness, will endeavour 
to establish their reputation on his downfal and 
disgrace. Thus is it with beings called intelligent. 
Let us descend a step in the creation and consider 
instinct. 

Suppose a strange, but quiet, peace-loving, con- 
ciliating, cowardly cur arrives in a country village, 
he has a timid look, and appears most anxious to 
avoid giving offence to its canine inhabitants ; he 
allows his tail to hang quietly between his legs, 
hangs down his ears, sneaks as quietly as possible 
through the village, without looking to the right or 
left, and so far from giving any offence, he pretends 
not to perceive the insulting sneers of the cowardly 
curs that are basking in the sun at the ale-house 
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door. The doom of that unfortunate hound is 
sealed. He will have to fight for his life. 

Suppose now an English bull-dog has to traverse 
the village. A brave dog, having no wish to 
quarrel with any of his race, but determined not to 
put up with insult The curs, elated with having* 
worried the first stranger, exult in the idea that 
they are really brave, and an impudent puppy utters 
an insulting snarl as the new comer passes on. 
The bull-dog suddenly stops, walks, in a calm, 
dignified manner, towards the snarler, and merely 
says, " Is that intended as an insult to me ?*' " By- 
no means,*' is the humble reply ; " I have an asth- 
matic wheezing in my throat, and beg your worship s 
pardon for having attracted your attention." 

A duel is seldom or never fought between two 
brave men, in most instances one or both the com- 
batants are cowards. 

Some years ago the government of the United 
States was desirous that France should pay the sum 
it was acknowledged was owing to the States. The 
demand was made in such very plain language, 
that the Chamber of Deputies took offence, and 
declared they would repudiate. General Jackson 
was at that time President of the United States ; 
he very coolly replied, " I give you six months, 
should you not pay your debt within that time, I 
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shall not go to war with you, hut will seize French 
property, whenever and wherever I meet with it, to 
the amount of the sum due." There was no war, 
no seizure, the sum was paid of course. Now had 
England heen in the position of America, we should 
have heen now at the 176th protocol. 

Look at the Portendic affair I 

A work has just heen puhlished in Paris, by 
order of the King of the French, entitled " Explora- 
tion du Territoire de TOregon," by M. Duflot de 
Mofras, an attach^ to the legation at Mexico. I 
wish Lord Aberdeen would cast his eye over this 
production, which is published under the auspices 
of Marshal Soult, and the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs. The whole work is well worth his Lord- 
ship's attention, and he will see how the French 
attaches occupy their time. I request his attention 
to a short extract from page 314 of the first volume, 
and I beg the reader to bear in mind that this is 
published by order of Louis Philippe. Speaking 
of England, M. de Mofras thus writes : — 

" Personne n'ignore que cette puissance, altiere avec 
ceux qui la craigneDt, sait faire des concessions lors- 
qu'elle rencontre des adversaires qui ne se laissent point 
intimider." 

I must confess I felt humiliated as an English^ 

R 
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man when I read that passage, because I knew that 
the sentiment there recorded would be received as a 
truism in every capital in Europe. 

Why Lord Aberdeen abandoned Colonel Stod- 
dart and Captain Conolly to their wretched fate, I 
cannot form a conjecture; the reader will have 
seen that French officers in Africa and Tuscany 
told me, that these men were politically doomed ; 
now, without venturing to assert that that was the 
case, I do not hesitate to say, that if the English 
government were really resolved upon the sacrifice 
of these brave envoys, they could not well have 
adopted more certain measures to procure their 
destruction. 
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Lieutenant Wyburd's case — Rustom Beg — Wyburd sent on a 
secret Mission to Khiva — Colonel Shiel's despatch — Author's 
letter to Lord Aberdeen on the cruel Abandonment of 
Wyburd — ^Lord Aberdeen denies the Mission — Wyburd an 
Innocent Traveller — Author's Reply — ^Lord Aberdeen admits 
Lieutenant Wyburd's Mission — Lieutenant Wyburd over- 
looked. 
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CHAPTER XIL 

THE CASE OF LIEUTENANT WYBURD OF THE INDIAN 

NAVY. 

The Indian navy has been remarkable for the 
number of men of talent, daring, and enterprise, it 
has produced ; but, probably, the most extraordinary 
man for cool intrepidity, proficiency in the Eastern 
languages, and the aptitude for adopting Asiatic 
character and customs, that this distinguished ser- 
Tice ever produced, was Lieutenant Wyburd. 

He left England in the year 1823, leaving a 
widowed mother and two sisters, to provide for 
whom was the^stimulus of all his exertions. 

He was soon remarked for the qualities I have 
enumerated above, and in the year 1830, he obtained 
the rank of lieutenant. 

In the year 18^, in consequence of his remark- 
able proficiency in Persian and other Oriental Ian- 
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gUBgeSf he was appointed interpreter to the com- 
modore in the Persian Gulf. 

His adventures in Arabia, while employed in 
the service of government, were of a most romantic 
description, but my space will only allow me thus to 
allude to them. 

The following passage, however, in Wellstead's 
" Travels to the City of the Caliphs," exhibits iiv 
such a striking manner Lieutenant Wyburd, that I 
think the reader will thank me for making the 
extract. 

BUSTOM BEG. 

^' As I was one day strolling along the bazar, I met 
an individual, whose tattered garments were but partially- 
concealed by a greasy cloth burnoose. His hair and beard 
were of great length, but matted, dirty, and uncombed; 
over his shoulder he carried a naked sword; his head 
was turbaned, and he walked carelessly along in apparent 
indifference, humming a Persian air. He cast a gleam of 
surprise on me as I approached, and passed on. ' You 
are just that kind of person,* thought I, ^ that, unless 
prepared for the encounter, I would sooner meet in the 
streets of Busrah than in the desert/ The next morning 
I saw the same figure seated before my door^ smoking a 
greasy pipe. It now flashed across my recollection that I 
had seen those features before. I advanced towards him, 
and exchanged the salutation of peace with him. * Your 
name?' I inquired. *Ru8tom Beg.* I was now con- 
vinced — his tones were familiar to me. 'Can it be pos- 
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sible V said T, half doubtingly, in English, * that you are 
Wyburd.' I had found the ' open sesame* to his heart; 
He had before continued unmoved in his sitting position ; 
his head half inclined upwards, and looking at me through 
the comer of his eye in a manner most villanous and 
knowing, but at the mention of his name all his gravity 
had fled ; in an instant he sprang on his feet. Wyburd 
had obtained from the government permission to travel, 
and obtain for them information concerning Arabia. He 
had been about two years there, and assumed the Persian 
name of Rustom Beg, was a perfect master of the language, 
and, in other respects, a complete native. What has 
become of this extraordinary individual I know not. He 
afterwards journeyed into Central Asia, and the last I 
heard of him was, that he was engaged hewing wood and 
fetching water amidst the Turkomans. Illustrative of his 
peculiar aptitude in assuming native character, I may 
mention an anecdote, which was recently related to me 
by Lieutenant Conolly (well known from his valuable 
travels, recently published). Wyburd was staying with 
our Persian ambassador, when, lo ! one morning he dis- 
appeared, and nobody knew whitlier he had proceeded. 
About noon of the same day, a Koord made his appear- 
ance at the gate, and demanded instant audience of the 
ambassador, to which he was at length admitted ; he then 
stated, in the most frantic manner, that he had been met 
that morning by an Englishman, who had shortly before 
quitted the ambassador s house ; that he had been knocked 
from his horse, robbed, and otherwise ill-treated, and that 
never should sleep close his eyelids until he had had the 
blood of the oifender. In vain did the ambassador, by 
offers of money, try to pacify him ; in vain was all the 
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reasoning of others, till at length, when the ambassador 
became seriously apprehensive as to the consequences, the 
individual threw ofif his turban and his garments, and dis- 
covered to them the laughing face of Wyburd. 

^* It is a singular fact, that a small service like the 
Indian navy should have, in one and the same year, 
seven midshipmen, four of whom have traversed more of 
the East than probably the same iiumber of individuals 
alive, Ormsby, Lynch, Wyburd, and, may I add, the 
editor of these volumes. 

" We now lived together : our days were passed in 
the manner I describe ; our evenings were usually passed 
smoking and drinking coffee at the house of some mutual 
acquaintance. Rustom Beg and I lived in great har- 
mony, and I was fast improving under his tuition, when, 
lo! one morning I went to his room, and found it un- 
tenanted. Furniture there was none at any time, not 
even the luxury of a carpet ; he always slept on the bare 
floor. I therefore inquired of the janitor of the khan, if 
he knew aught respecting him? and I learnt, with not 
much surprise, that he had risen early, saddled his mare, 
purchased some grain for it, and a few loaves of bread for 
himself, which he placed in the nosebag of his horse, and 
had then ridden off, he knew not whither. 

" A week elapsed, and still there were no tidings of 
Rustom Beg) and I had given up all hopes of seeing him 
for years, when, one morning, while I was seated sipping 
my coffee in the gateway of the khan, who should ride up 
but my friend, pale and emaciated. His bumoose and 
sword had disappeared, and the horse^ which before was 
sleek, fat, and playful, now hung his head droopingly, 
and was a perfect skeleton. Our greeting was most cordial. 
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A meal was soon provided ; and after he had satisfied the 
crayiogs of his appetite, a matter neither hastily nor easily 
aecomplished, he related his adventures. 

'' ' I had/ said he, ' found myself out of sorts that 
morning, and thought a trip to the desert, to visit a 
sheikh of my acquaintance, would put me in order. For 
three days I journeyed without meeting any one. I now 
found the encampment of my friends, who treated me 
with their usual hospitality, and I passed a day with him. 
On the following morning, returning by myself towards 
the city, I was met by a party belonging to another tribe, 
who, without any hesitation, fell upon me. I had nothing 
left but to dash through them. One I cut down ; at the 
same instant, I received a wound in my sword-arm. A 
passage was now, however, opened to me : but one horse- 
man, as I dashed by, grasped my bunioose. The shock 
nearly unhorsed me, but I left a portion of it in his hands, 
and was away, with the whole party in full gallop in the 
rear. The fleetness of my horse saved me, and here 
I am/ 

** He bared his arm, and shewed me his wound, which 
was a deep gash; but his strong constitution, aided by 
his plain diet, enabled him soon to get over it. 

'^ We had passed about a month at Busrah, when I 
received, by a courier, one morning, intelligence that 
Colonel Taylor, the British resident, was desirous of 
seeing me at Bagdat. This at once decided my move- 
ments; and, accompanied by Wyburd, we embarked in a 
small boat, and in seven days found ourselves in the City 
of the Caliphs/' 

In the year 1835, it was thought necessary to 
send to Khiva on a very important secret mission a 
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person who possessed coolness and courage, united 
with such a knowledge of Oriental habits, customs, 
and languages, that he could wear the native garb, 
without any risk of being discovered as an Euro- 
pean. 

Sir John Campbell, who, at that period, so ably 
represented the sovereign of Great Britain at the 
Court at Persia, looked long in vain for such a 
" rara avis ;" for I should say that, besides the 
qualities enumerated above, discretion and perfect 
integrity were indispensable. 

At this very " nick of time," Lieutenant Wyburd 
arrives at Tehran on " sick certificate.*' 

The nature and danger of the enterprise are 
pointed out to him, and he immediately accepts 
the proflfered mission. Lieutenant Wyburd now 
thought he saw a prospect of .providing for the 
unprotected mother and sisters he had left in 
England. He forgot the malady under which he 
was labouring, and starts for Astrabad, in disguise, 
under the name of Hajee Ahmet Arab, with the 
intention of exploring the eastern shore of the 
Caspian Sea in his way to Khiva, and has never 
been heard of since j and I very much suspect he 
has not been very anxiously sought after. When I say 
he has never been heard of since, I think it right to 
say, that a despatch was received from Colonel 
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Shiel. As this despatch is a curiosity in its way, 
I will give it from an official copy now lying hefore 
me:. — 

Extract from a Despatch from Lieut, ^ Colonel Shiel, dated 
Erzeroom, August 10, 1840. 

" Early in March 1838, Ameer Beg, Gholam, one of 
the couriers of this mission, was seized not far from 
Ghonan by a party of Turcomans, and carried into 
slavery." 

^^ It affords me much satis£EU$tion to inform your Lord- 
ship, that Ameer Beg arrived here on the 30th ultimo, 
having been redeemed from slavery by Captain Abbott.'^ 

'^ I am inclined to believe, from the circumstances 
stated to Ameer B^, by the people of Khiva, that the 
person who was known to have been murdered by a 
Yamook Turcoman chief a few years before Ameer Beg's 
capture, and whose dress, hair, &c., were minutely de- 
scribed, and who had found his way to the camp of the 
Turcoman chief from Astrabad, could be no other than 
Lieutenant Wyburd of the Indian navy, who, in the 
summer of 1836, left Tehran (when Sir John Campbell 
was envoy in Persia) with the view of penetrating to 
Khiva, and of whom no information has been received by 
us since he left Astrabad." 

So, because a Persian courier heard that a 
" person had been murdered" difew years before 
this courier visited the country, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Shiel is " inclined to believe," that this person 
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could be no other than Lieutenant Wyburd of the 
Indian navy, &c. 

This person's hair and dress were, however, 
described. But Colonel Shiel does not communi- 
cate this description : if it were such as to lead one 
to believe that the person reported to have been 
murdered was an European, then that person could 
not have been Lieutenant Wyburd j and if the 
reader has read the account of Rustom Beg^ which 
I extracted from Wellstead*s book, it will not be 
necessary to say any thing farther on that point. 

Are the names of British officers, employed on 
important diplomatic missions, to be erased from 
the official lists on evidence such as this ? 

I will only call the reader's attention to the 
fact, that the Colonel Shiel who was " inclined*^ to 
believe the report of Mr. Wyburd's death on this 
statement, is the same Colonel Shiel who sent Saleh 
Mohammed's account of what he said he had heard 
concerning the death of Stoddart and Conolly. 

Colonel Shiel, however, did not say he was 
" inclined*' to believe that statement ; he merely 
remarked upon the prepossessing appearance of the 
narrator. Probably Ameer Beg was a prepossess- 
ing Gholam, although Colonel Shiel's despatch is 
silent on that point. In April last (1844), my 
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attention was first called to the case of this unfor- 
tunate Lieutenant Wyburd, with a request that I 
would direct Dr. Wolff to make inquiries about him. 
At this period, although I thought it impossible 
that a messenger could overtake him, I wrote im- 
mediately, authorising him to ranson Lieutenant 
Wyburd at my cost, should he find him at Bokhara; 
or should he obtain such information as would 
render a journey to Khiva advisable, I undertook to 
provide the necessary funds. 

I, at the same time, wrote to Mr. Addington, 
the Under-Secretary of State, on the subject ; and 
as that gentleman did not condescend to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of my letter, aft^r waiting a fort- 
night, I addressed the following letter to the Earl 
of Aberdeen : — 

{Copy,) 
" Captain Grover to the Earl of Aberdeen. 

" Army and Navy Club, 
« May 2, 1844. 
*' My Lord, 
" I consider it my duty to direct your Lordship's at- 
tention to the case of Lieutenant Wyburd. This unfor- 
tunate man was sent on a secret mission to Khiva in the 
year 1835 ; and, if my information be correct, he has 
iiever since been heard of in any trustworthy manner. 
" Lieutenant Wyburd's case was communicated to me 
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on the 16th ultimoi with a request that I would direct 
Dr. Wolff to make inquiries on the subject. I immedi- 
ately wrote to Dr. Wolff, without, however, entertaining 
much hope that my letter could arrive in time to be of 
any use : still, when the liberty of a British subject was 
concerned, I thought no chance ought to be thrown away, 
and at the same time I communicated the circumstance 
to Mr. Addington. 

*' It is much to be regretted that Lieutenant Wyburd's 
case was not mad^ known to Dr. Wolff, as, from the 
cordial manner he has been received at Tehran by the 
ambassador from the King of Khiva, he would, probably, 
have ascertained the fate of this wretched man. 

" I make no apology for troubling your Lordship ; 
for, should the notion get abroad that British officers are 
to be sent on perilous duties, to be then abandoned, the 
honour of the British army, and the prosperity of the 
British nation, will soon be among the things past. 

" I have to request your Lordship will have the good- 
ness to direct that the receipt of this letter be acknow- 
ledged. 

" I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
" Your Lordship's obedient Servant, 
" John Grovbr. 
'' To the Jtigkt Hon. 
" The Earl of Aberdeen, 

" Secretary of State.'' 

Before sending the foregoing letter I submitted 
it to the committee of the " Stoddart and Conolly 
Fund/' A gentleman^ on hearing the letter read» 
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observed that it would be advisable to inform Lord 
Aberdeen upon what authority I made the assertion 
that Lieutenant Wyburd had been sent on a secret 
mission to Khiva in the year 1835, and had not 
been heard of since. 

I replied that the reason I did not give my 
authority was this : " That I had seen so much 
of the unfair conduct of the Foreign OflSce, that, 
as they never would suspect the source of my in- 
formation, and as the readiest way of getting out 
of the difficulty would be to deny Lieutenant Wy- 
burd's mission altogether, and call him an ^inno- 
cent traveller^* 1 felt satisfied that they would not 
hesitate a moment in thus disclaiming their envoy. 
At all events, it would be an opportunity of testing 
their honesty, and I sincerely hoped that I should 
have to place on the records of the Committee that 
I had injured in thought the ruling powers at 
the Foreign Office." 

Before the second sun had set I received — " Oh ! 
my prophetic soul I my uncle I ** — the following curi- 
ous letter : — 

*^ Mr, Addington to Captain Grover. 

'^Foreiffn Office, 
''May 4, 1844. 

" Sir, 
'' I am directed by the Earl of Aberdeen to acknow 
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ledge the receipt of your letter of the 2(1 of May, respect- 
ing Lieutenant Wyburd of the Indian navy. 

" With respect to the statements in your letter that 
Lieutenant Wyburd was sent on a secret mission to Khiva 
in the year 1835, I am to inform you that this office is 
not aware that Lieutenant Wyburd was sent on any mis- 
sion at all to Khiva. He is stated to have left Tehran , 
under the name of Hajee Ahmet Arab, in the summer of 
1835 for Astrabad, with the view of penetrating into 
Khiva; and nothing having been heard of him in the 
year 1838, notwithstanding Sir John M*Neiirs endeavours 
to trace him, Lieutenant-Colonel Stoddart was instructed, 
on proceeding to Bokhara in that year, to endeavour to 
ascertain his fate, and if he should be in bondage in 
Khiva, to take such steps as might be possible to obtain 
his liberation by ransom or otherwise. 

** In the year 1840 one of the couriers of the British 
mission who had been detained in slavery in Khiva, and 
whose release was then effected by Captain Abbott, gave 
such information to Lieutenant-Colonel Shiel, on his return 
to Tehran, of statements made to him by the people of 
Khiva, as induced Lieutenant-Colonel Shiel to believe 
that a person who was known to have been murdered a 
few years before the capture of the courier by a Yamook 
Turcoman chief, to whose camp he had found his way 
from Astrabad, and whose dress, hair, &c. were minutely 
described; could be no other than Lieutenant Wyburd. 

« I am. Sir, 
*< Your most obedient, humble Servant, 

" H. U. Addington. 
" To Captain GroveVy 

" Army and Navy Clvhr 



Digitized by 



Google 



EXPRESSION OF SURPRISE. 257 

Fancy my astonishment at receiving the fore- 
going letter, when I knew that the importance 
of Wyburd's mission was well known, not only' 
at the Foreign Office, but at the India House, and 
to the Indian government. 

I allowed a night to pass for my indignation 
to cool down a little, and I then wrote the follow- 
ing letter : — 

" Captain Grover to Lord Aberdeen. 

** Arwy and Navy Club, 

" May 7th, 1845. 
'* My Lord, 

** I received yesterday a letter written by Mr. Adding- 
toDy by your Lordship's direction, dated the 4th instant, 
in reply to my letter of the 2d. 

^* It is, indeed, with surprise that I read that the 
Foreign OflBce ' is not aware that Lieutenant Wyburd was 
sent on a secret mission to Khiva in the year 1835,' or 
* on any mission at all to Khiva,' but that he left Tehran, in 
the summer of 1836, under the name of Hajee Ahmet Arab. 

"Now, my Lord, I should never have presumed to 
address your Lordship, had I not the best evidence of 
the facts to which I considered it my duty to direct your 
Lordship's attention. This evidence is a letter, desiring 
me to call Dr. Wolff's attention to the case of this unfor- 
tunate man, and it concludes thus (referring to Lieutenant 
Wyburd), * whom I despatched on a secret mission to 
Khiva in June 1835, and who has never since been heard 
of in any trustworthy manner.' 

<' This letter, my Lbrd> is from Sir John Campbell^ 

s 
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and I presume your Lordship will admit this as conclu- 
sive evidence of the * secret mission/ 

*' From Mr. Addington's letter it appears that a 
courier repeated some reports he had heard about a man 
having been murdered ' a few years before* his (the 
courier's) capture, whose hair and dress were minutely 
described, and that Colonel Shiel imagined that this was 
Lieutenant Wyburd. 

** Now, my Lord, all this is so extremely vague, that 
I have no hesitation in saying that Sir John Campbell is 
fully justified in stating that ' Lieutenant Wyburd has 
never been heard of in any trustworthy manner.' 

" Having directed your Lordship's attention to this 
afiair with a full confidence that something will be done, 
I have only to request that your Lordship will have the 
goodness to direct that the receipt of this letter be ac- 
knowledged. 

" I iiave the honour to be, 
" My Lord, 
'^ Your Lordship's obedient> humble Servant 

''John Groveiu 
" The Eight Hon. ^ 

« The Earl of Aberdeen, 
" ^c. ^c. ^c. 
'^ Secretai^ of StcOe:* 

It will be seen by the following letter that the 
Fweign Office acknowledged their ^^ error." 

" Mr, Addington to Captain Grover, 

** Foreign Cffftce, 

<*May^th, 1844. 
" Sir, 

^* In acknowledging the receipt of yoar further letter 
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of the 7th instant respecting Lieutenant Wyburd, I am 
directed by the Earl of Aberdeen to take the opportunity 
to correct an error in my letter to you of the 4th instant, 
in which it is stated that ' this office is not aware that 
Lieutenant Wyburd was sent on any mission at all to 
Khiva/ The mistake originated in the circumstance that 
at the time when Lieutenant Wyburd was stated to have 
been sent, namely, in June 1835, the British mission at 
the court of Persia was under the direction of the East 
India Company, and not of the Foreign Office. It re- 
ntiained under the direction of the East India Company 
until November of that year, at which time Sir John 
Campbell, the envoy from the Governor-General, was 
relieved by Mr. Ellis as ambassador from the Crown. 

'' In consequence of the statement in your letter of the 
7th instant, that Sir John Campbell had informed you 
that he had himself despatched Lieutenant Wyburd on a 
secret mission to Khiva in June 1835, reference has been 
made to the correspondence between this office and the 
Board of Control in that year, with the view of ascer- 
taining whether any communication had been made by 
the latter department to this office on the subject of 
Lieutenant Wyburd's mission ; and it appears that a copy 
of Sir John Campbell's despatch to the Court of Directors, 
reporting his having despatched Lieutenant Wyburd, was 
communicated to the Foreign Office in September, 1835. 
This circumstance had been overlooked when my letter of 
the 4th instant was addressed to you^i 

*^ I amp Sitf 
<' Your most obedient, humble Servant, 

" H. U. AODINGtON. 

" Captain Grover, 
" Arnii/ and Navy Club,** 
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So that, according to this letter, Lord Aberdeen 
confesses that Lieutenant Wyburd was sent on a 
secret mission to Khiva, and that the fact was 
Jbrgotten. Can such things be? Had I not the 
official correspondence now before me I should think 
I was mistaken. 

The reader will observe, that my prediction was 
fulfilled, that Lord Aberdeen directed that the un- 
fortunate Lieutenant Wyburd*s mission should be 
denied, exactly in the terms my "prophetic soul" 
told me it would be done. When, however, I send his 
Lordship an official extract from a letter written by 
the minister who despatched Lieutenant Wyburd, 
Lord Aberdeen begs leave to correct an " error^^ in 
his letter of the 4th May, 1844 ; and then gives the 
following explanation, which is ingenious, and, per- 
haps in Downing Street may be thought clever. 

His Lordship thus accounts for the mistake : — 

*' The mistake originated in the circumstance, that 
at the time when Lieutenant Wyburd was stated to 
have been sent, namely, in June 1836, the British Mission 
at the court of Persia was under the direction of the 
East India Company until November of that year; at 
which time Sir John Campbell, the envoy from the Go- 
vernor-General, was relieved by Mr. Ellis as ambassador 
from the Crown." 

For some time past, I am ashamed and sorry to 
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say, that when I have read a statement from Lord 
Aberdeen's office, the first question I have asked 
myself is, " Is this statement true ? *' 

The Court of Directors of the East India Com- 
say, that the above statement is not ; and they 
refuse to grant a pension to Lieutenant Wyburd's 
aged and unfortunate mother, because Lieutenant 
Wyburd, although an officer in their service, was 
sent on this mission, not by the Company, but by 
Queen Victoria's government. 

Both these statements, it is very evident, cannot 
be true, there is an " error*' somewhere. I have 
never had reason to doubt any sentence that has 
come from the Secretary's office at the India House ; 
and as a proprietor of India Stock, I give public 
notice to the Chaii'man of our Honourable Court, 
that I intend bringing this subject forward at the 
next meeting of the proprietors ; and I think it 
right to say, that I do not for a moment doubt that 
it will be seen, that the "error" does not lie with 
the East India Company. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Have Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conolly been put 
to Death ? 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

The reader, who has read the extracts from 
Dr. Wolflfs letters that I have published from time 
time in the newspapers, will probably be surprised 
at the heading of this chapter, as he will most 
likely have adopted Dr. WolflTs opinion, which I 
have so often communicated to the public, that 
Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conolly were mur- 
dered at Bokhara. 

Since Dr. WolflPs departure from Constanti- 
nople, I have communicated the intelligence I have 
received from him, whether favourable or otherwise, 
as soon as I have received it, without comment, ex- 
cept on one occasion. When Dr. Wolff announced, 
simply, that Lieutenant Wyburd,. of the Indian 
navy, had been murdered at Bokhara, I added in 
a note, " It remains yet ta be seen on what evi- 
dence this assertion is founded." 

I inserted this note, because, as I had never 
had any communication with Lieutenant Wyburd's 
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family, and as they were not aware of the efforts I 
had made to restore their relative, I thought they 
might he shocked at seeing his death so abruptly 
announced. 

I had the gratification to find, that Lieutenant 
Wyburd's family, so far from disapproving of the 
atten^ts that were made to restore their relative, 
immediately wrote to me expressing their gratitude 
in the most affecting manner. 

I will now consider the evidence upon which 
Dr. Wolff founds his belief of the murder of Colonel 
Stoddart and Captain ConoUy. 

The first account of the execution of the envoys 
Dr. Wolff received was from Hajee Ibraheem, 
whom the Doctor calls " the worthy brother of that 
scoundrel," Abd-ool-Samet Khan; and I will ex- 
tract from the Doctor's journal this .man's version 
of the history of the execution. 

" Hajee Ibraheem. * Yousuf Wolff Sahib, have 
you a letter from the government of England for 
the Ameer of Bokhara ? ' 

** Myself. * No ; but I have letters for his 
Majesty from the Sultan, Mohammed Shah, and 
the Russian ambassador at Tehran.' 

" Hajee Ibraheem. * All these letters are good 
for nothing. You will be brought with your eyes 
bound, and put in prison, for th^ reason that the 
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Ameer suspected Colonel Stoddart and Captain 
ConoUy was, that they had no letters from the 
Queen; and the letters which did arrive wefre 
treated with contempt A letter arrived from the 
Governor-* General oflndia^ in which he {the Go* 
vemor- General) gave the Ameer an account of 
his proceedings in Afghanistan ; and described 
both Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conolly as 
harmless travellers^ Sfc, at which the Ameer was 
angry, and put them to death.' 

" Now, bear in mind, that Hajee Ibraheem was 
fAlly acquainted not only with the arrival of a let^ 
terfirom the Governor^ General qflndiai but also 
with the contents of that letter ; and, moreover, 
He^ee Ibraheem told me expressly, that his brother 
the Nayeb, Abd-ool^Samet Khan, was the source 
from which he received all this ir^ormationJ*^ 

When I read the above passage, I thought the 
question was decidedly set at rest. The reader 
will recollect, that when the copy of Lord Ellen- 
borough's celebrated letter was shewn to me at- the 
Foreign Office, by Mr. Hammond, on the 23d 
June, 1843, as a proof that the British government 
had not totally abandoned their envoys, I told Mr. 
Hammond, that if this letter should have reached 
its destination, then, indeed, the fate of my friend 
would be settled, 
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When Dr. Wolff saw the Nayeb, Abd-ool-Samet 
Khan, from whom Hajee Ibraheem said he had re- 
ceived the foregoing account, he gave Dr. Wolff a. 
different version, — ^the one upen which was founded 
Dr. Wolff's letter, headed " oifficial," (see page 
103). Th« Nayeb told Dr. Wolff, that the envoys 
were executed in the presence of a mahram (cham- 
berlain): The following is the NayeVs version : — 

"Both Colonel Stoddart and Captain CoooUy 
have been put to death, without a sin or a crime on 
their part. . When Colonel Stoddart came to me, 
he had not a shirt on his back, and was as pale as 
the wall. I offered the King one hundred thousand 
tillahs for their release ; but he would not give ear 
to my proposal: all his Majesty replied was^ — 
* They are spies, and as spies, they must die.* 

** Soon after them, another Englishman came, 
whose name I do not know, he was also put to 
death ; and one Frankee, Naselli, by name, who 
had letters for Avitable, at Lahore. Three days 
ajler they were killed, the tyrant sent to me Mah- 
ram Saadat, and gave to me the full report of it ; 
and I went to see the spot.*' 

So that it appears that if our envoys were exe- 
cuted, the deed must have been perpetrated in a 
very secret manner, as the king's lieutenant was 
only acquainted with the fact three days after it 
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was said to have taken place ; and then, in conse*' 
quence of a special communication from the king. 
It docs not appear from Dr. WolflTs letters that he 
saw any one who said he witnessed the execution ; 
so that the account of the public executicNQ, for 
which Saleh Mahommed received 3000 rupees, and 
on the faith of which, the name of as hrave a man 
as ever, wore the British uniform was struck out of 
the l^t of the army, must have heen false. 

The strongest point in fieivour of a helief of the 
execution, I must candidly admit, is the arrival of 
Lord EUenhorough's never- to- he -forgotten and 
never-to-be-forgiven letter. That it did arrive at 
its destination there can be no doubt, — Dr. Wolff 
saw that letter at Bokhara. 

I do not mean to accuse Saleh Mahommed of 
telling a wilful untruth, he informed Dr. Wolff at 
Meshed, that his story might not be true, and that 
it might have referred to two other men. Now, the 
reader will have seen by Colonel's Shiel's official 
despatch communicated to parliament by Sir Robert 
Peel, that Jacoob, who had been imprisoned in the 
well with Colonel Stoddart, and who remained in 
Bokhara twelve months after the time of the alleged 
execution, did not hear of it, and he says no such 
execution could have taken place without his hear- 
ing of it. He adds, however, that Yousouf and a 
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Greek were publicly executed, and it appears that 
this execution took place at the time assigned for 
Colonel Stoddart's murder ; so that Saleh Moham- 
med may only have committed an " error.*' 

On Dr. Wolff's arrival at Bokhara, he is taken 
before the King, who looks at him, but says nothing. 
He is then taken before the Shakhawl (Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs), and the following dia- 
logue takes place, which is taken down by Mgolah 
Hajee, his private secretary : — 

" Shakhawl. What is your name and request ?' 
" Myself. Joseph Wolff is my name, a moollah 
and dervish from England, who was in the city of 
Bokhara twelve years ago" (Moollah Hajee recol- 
lected this, and said so), "when I was well treated 
by his majesty, and a passport was given to me pre- 
vious to my departure, which stated that the high 
order had been issued that Joseph Wolff be allowed 
to return to his country, and that on the road no 
one should lay any hindrance in his way. After me, 
Sir Alexander Burnes arrived, was well treated, 
and allowed to proceed on his way to England ; and 
the hospitable conduct of his majesty towards my* 
self and Sir Alexander Burnes induced others to 
visit Bokhara, Both the officers highly beloved 
and honoured by the British government, my 
friends. Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conolly, came 
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here. Captain Conolly was my murreed (spiritual 
disciple), when suddenly it was reported from the 
land of Russia, the land of Khiva, &c., that both 
these officers, brave in war, and possessing religion, 
had been killed by order of the King of Bokhara ; 
and this news made not only a great sensation 
throughout England and Hindostan, but also in 
America ; and Mahomed Ali of Egypt heard of it ; 
and thousands in England exclaimed, *War with 
Bokhara I' (Here I was interrupted by the Shak- 
hawl, who asked me, * How far is England from 
Bokhara ?' I replied that England was only three 
months from Bokhara; but that we had troops at 
Shikarpore, near Candahar, which is only thirty 
days distant.) I then continued sajring, ^ I, Joseph 
Wolff, seeing this great commotion throughout the 
world about the reported death of Colonel Stoddart 
and Captain ConoUy, I printed in the newspapers : 
* Oh, my English friends, I cannot believe the 
report of the death of Colonel Stoddart and Captidn 
Conolly, for at Bokhara they revere guests very 
much. I wiU, therefore, go and ascertain the truth t ^ 
My friends said, * Don't go, for they will kill you 
also.' I replied, * Go I will, fw Captain Conolly 
was my great friend** On seeing my determination^ 
my friends induced the Government of England to 
order their ambassadors at Constantinople and 
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Tehran to procure me letters to his majesty the King 
of Bokhara, from the Sultan, and from Mahomed 
Shah. On my arrival at Constantinople, the Sultan 
gave me the required letters, also the Sheikh ul 
Islam of Stamboul, and Mahomed Shah, not only 
gave me letters for the King of Bokhara, but also 
for the Asoof-ood-Dowlah, ordering him to give me 
every assistance and aid in order that I might ob- 
tain a good reception at Bokhara.' 

" Sliakhawl. * What is, therefore, now your ob- 
ject?' 

" Myself. * My object is to ask. Where are my 

friends f Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conolly? 

Are they alive or dead ? If alive, I beg his majesty 

to send them with me back to England ; if dead, I 

beg his majesty to state the cause/ 

" ShakhawL * Has tJie British government 
itself authorised you to come here?* 

** Myself * No, I am sent by the Sultan and 
Mahomed Shah on account of their friendship with 
England.' 

" ShakhawL ' Are you authorised to claim 
them if alive?* 

" Myself * Yes, by all the powers of Europe^ 
and the voice of the British nation.' 

" ShakhawL * Is there much commotion about 
it in England?' 
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" J^self. * Very much.' 

" We were then dismissed." 

Now, is it likely, if Colonel Stoddart and Captain 
ConoUy had heen put to death, that the Secretary of 
State would have asked Dr. Wolff if he were autho- 
rised to claim our envoys if alive ? This, and all 
the accounts I have found in Dr. Wolff's letters, 
tend to confirm in my mind the account I received 
at St. Petershurg, that our envoys were hoth alive 
at Samarcand. 

I make as few extracts as possible from the 
mass of interesting letters I have received from Dr. 
Wolff, as I know he will as speedily as possible 
gratify public curiosity. 1 must, however, mention 
one circumstance. Dr. Wolff writes : — 

" The time of evening approached, and the mili- 
tary band played * Ood Save the Queen* which most 
agreeably surprised me." 

Dr. Wolff makes no observation whatever upon 
this very extraordinary circumstance. 

At Bokhara they have not the least idea of 
music, according to our acceptation of that term, 
and Dr. Wolff says there was not a man at Bokhara 
who knew any thing of England, or the English 
language, except the NayeVs " Halt-front " and 
" No force." What, then, means this " God save 

T 
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the Queen" played passing the doctor's residence, 
or, I should say, prison ? 

I will give the reader my opinion, upon which 
he will place his own value. 

During the Cahul disaster numerous British 
soldiers and Sepoys were taken prisoners, and I have 
good reason to heUeve were sold at Bokhara. One 
of the chief objects of Dr. WolflTs mission was to 
purchase the release of these unfortunates, and he 
had authority to draw upon my small fortune for 
that purpose. Among these prisoners would pro- 
bably be found some musicians, and the king would 
most Ukelv form these men into a band. The 
King of Bokhara would, of course, be most anxious 
to conceal from Dr. Wolff the presence of these 
men at Bokhara, while they would endeavour to 
make themselves known, and the safest and most 
natural means of doing this would be to play our 
national air. Such modes of communication have 
been commonly employed from the time of Richard 
CcBur de Lion (" Richard, O mon Roil "), down to 
Silvio Pellico. Had I, at Bokhara, heard a man 
humming ** Au clair de la lune," I should imme- 
diately have been sure that a Frenchman was near, 
and should have whistled " Dwmez, dormez," to 
shew that I was " wide awake." 
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• 

Since the publication of the first edition of this 
work, Dr, Wolff has arrived in England. Dn the 
15th April he had his first interview with the 
Committee, and the following extract from the 
minutes will be read with interest : — 

" Dr. Wolff informed the Committee that on his 
arrival at Bokhara he was taken before the king, who 
looked at him, but did not speak. He was then taken to 
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, who was with 
his private Secretary, Moolah Hajee. (Dr. Wolff then 
gave the same narrative which the reader will have read at 
pages 270-3). He heard various versions of the story of 
the murder of the British envoys, no two of which 
agreed ; some people stated they were alive five months 
ago (December, 1843); others, eleven months (July, 1843). 
Abbas Kouli Khan, the Persian Ambassador at Bokhara, 
said they were positively alive eleven months ago (July, 
1843) ; therefore, if they were executed, it must have been 
about, or after, the time stated in the official letter, a 
translation of which in Persian was sent to the king, that 
is, July 1843, at which period there can be no doubt they 
were alive. 

" Dr. Wolff informed the Committee, that he first 
proposed to go to Bokhara in the year 1842, and that his 
proposition was refused. 

'^ Lord EUenborough's letter reached Bokhara in 
1843, when the captives were decidedly alive; this was 
distinctly stated to Dr. Wolff by, — 

** Hajee Ibrahim, 

" MiRZA Mohammed Khan, 

" Behador, 
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" Nase Khtbb Ullah, 

^* HoussEiN Cabulee, the Messenger sent by Sir 
Richmond Shakespeare. 

" Dr. WolflF stated to the Committee, that he recovered 
at Meshed eighteen shawls belonging to Colonel Stoddart, 
which Colonel Shiel informed him had been sent to Eng- 
land to Miss Stoddart. 

*' It was ordered that Miss Stoddart be written to on 
the subject.* 

'^ Dr. Wolff stated that all his sufferings at Bokhara 
arose from his not having letters from the British Govern- 
ment." 

Many of the accounts we received of a European 
officer, high in the king's favour, and who was 
teaching the troops the military exercise, I am quite 
sure did not refer to Colonel Stoddart, but to the 
Naib, who was probably desirous of passing for a 
Frankee ; therefore I have omitted all notice of these 
statements. 

The reader will have seen, at page 82, the in- 
teresting account so kindly sent by Sir Stratford 
Canning, her Majesty's ambassador at Constanti- 
nople : here there can be no question of identity, as 

* Noletter was written, hut 1 have learned from good autho- 
rity that the property has been received. So that some sterling 
benefit has been derived by the family from the exertions of the 
Committee. Property belonging to Captain Conolly has also 
been restored to his family ; and I have in my possession the 
cocked-hat worn by that unfortunate envoy at Bokhara. — J. G. 
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one of the men distinctly wrote Colonel Stoddart's 
name in Persian. This also confirms Stoddart's 
existence in the summer of 1843. It is also 
stated in this account, that Colonel Stoddart was 
preparing to return to England. On Dr. Wolff's 
arrival at Meshed, he found, in the possession of 
Colonel Stoddart's agent, property to the value of 
2000/. which dep6t might have heen formed in 
anticipation of this journey to England. A similar 
account was received at Bomhay. 

Dr. Wolff's opinion is, that Colonel Stoddart 
and Captain ConoUy were put to death at the time 
stated in the official letter, July, 1843 ; such, how- 
ever, is not the opinion of the Committee, nor of 
any one that I have met with, who has studied the 
whole of the evidence. During the last two years 
I have sifted, with the greatest care, all the evi- 
dence I have received, and I must distinctly and 
openly say, that this evidence does not satisfy me of 
the death of Colonel Stoddart or Captain ConoUy. 

We have certainly the published declaration of 
the king, that he ordered their execution. That 
the King of Bokhara would say he had put these 
officers to death, I told Dr. Wolff before his depar- 
ture, and he replied that nothing should satisfy him 
but seeing their bones, which he would bring over 
to their relations. In Russia I found that the 
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people best acquainted with Bokhara had been 
disposed to believe the rumours of the execution of 
the envoys, until they read the King of Bokhara's 
letter 5 then, indeed, when they saw how very 
anxious this monarch was to be thought the mur- 
derer of British envoys, they were disposed to 
believe that the victims were alive. 

I have often been asked why the King of 
Bokhara should detain our envoys? For answer 
I will refer the reader to the King of Khiva. (See 
page 101.) The King of Bokhara, moreover, en- 
tertained the absurd idea that Colonel Stoddart was 
nearly connected with the Queen of England. 

On his an-ival at Bokhara, Dr. Wolff informed 
the authorities, " that the Government of Btagland 
was fully convinced of the death of Stoddart and 
ConoUy, and that a mighty Vizier, Sir Robert Peel, 
had affirmed it in a great assembly, where all the 
grandees of the empire met." 

This, at all events, was giving them a hint which 
it appears was readily adopted. 

But why should the King of Bokhara say that 
he had put them to death ? One motive might be 
(simple man I ) to prevent the British Government 
from attempting their release. I am, however, 
rather disposed to imagine that his object was to 
exalt his own reputation in Central Asia. 
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Imagine his issuing a proclamation in the fol- 
lowing terms : — 

*^ ly Nasr Ullab, Commander of the Faithful, to shew 
my atter contempt for infidels, particularly for Dowlat 
(Great Britain), proclaim to all true Believers, that You- 
suf Wolff Saib, the chief Dervish or MooUah of that 
nation of infidels (may their mothers* graves be for ever 
defiled by all the dogs of Tashkend!), arrives in my holy 
city, saying that he is sent by some benevolent indivi- 
duals to inquire about the fate of two Frankees, Stoddart 
and Conolly, who, this Moollah had the audacity to say, 
were Eelchies from Dowlat, as if these infidels, vile as 
they are, could allow their Eelchies to remain, year after 
year, without inquiring after them ; and would, moreover, 
permit a venerable and sacred Moollah to travel so far, 
without even giving him a letter to shew that he was 
not a spy, or any order or authority to claim the two 
Frankees, in case I should be disposed to give them up. 
I, therefore, ordered this same Yousuf Wolff to write to 
the President of the Association at whose expense this 
Moollah performed his journey, to say, that I put to death 
these pretended Eelchies in the month of Sarratan 1259. 
This letter I immediately forwarded, by express, with a 
twofold object : 1st. To shew my thorough contempt for 
Dowlat, and that I am not to be frightened and interfered 
with, like Caubul and Herat. 2dly. In case I should 
ever allow Yousuf Wolff to return to his country, that he 
may be punished as he deserves, for daring to say that his 
Government allowed him to undertake so long a journey 
' without furnishing him with a letter, which should have 
insured his safety. For even those rascally Skeah, the 



Digitized by 



Google 



280 THREE REASONS. 

Persians, never accuse us of ill-treating envoys. No, 
£elchies are always respected at Bokhara, but spies and 
impostors, who come to laugh at our beards, shall ever 
meet with the fate they deserve." 

Conceive the effect such a proclamation would 
have in Central Asia, and the knowledge such an 
unavenged insult must have in our Indian posses- 
sions. Have we not here motives enough ? 

I should, however, like to ask, why should 
Colonel Stoddart have heen put to death ? I have 
never met with any one who could answer this 
question. 

The king himself, the reader will however re- 
collect, gives three reasons : 

He treated royalty with disrespect ; this, how- 
ever, was in 1838, and could he no reason for de- 
stroying him in 1843. 

Then he became Mahometan, and returned to 
Christianity ; that was in the beginning of 1839, 
and could be no reason for a murder in 1843. 

Then the third reason was the non-arrival of 
the promised letters ; but here he waited above a 
twelvemonth. 

I certainly wish I could bring myself to believe 
that these men were dead, as I am quite sure no 
effort will ever be made on their behalf, but on the 
present evidence I cannot. Should the reader differ 
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in opinion with me, I beg him to recollect that 
there are many now who think as I do, and that 
he will also bear in mind that on two previous occa- 
sions, when I had great diflSiculty to induce any 
one to think as I did, it has been proved that I 
judged rightly. 

I wish the reader not to misunderstand me. I 
do not presume to say that our envoys are alive — 
merely that the evidence of their death is far from 
satisfactory. 

Colonel Stoddart anxiously entreated his friends 
never to believe any rumours of his death, and the 
present rumours I cannot believe, and I shall always 
pray for the safe return of Colonel Stoddart and 
Captain ConoUy. 

To believe a person dead is sometimes to de- 
stroy him, to doubt the death of an apparent 
corpse may often restore life. 

That excellent institution the Royal Humane 
Society has restored hundreds apparently drowned 
who fifty years ago from ignorance would have 
been sacrificed. 

Should I ever be in a situation of peril, like my 
friend Stoddart, I sincerely hope I shall have some 
obstinate believer in my existence. 

Some years ago, I commanded a detachment in 
the town of Claremorris in Ireland; returning 
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^ome one day from a ride, I saw a crowd assem- 
bled, and, on inquiry, was told a child had died 
suddenly from swallowing a plum, I went into the 
house, and saw an infant black in the face, and to. 
all appearance dead. Placing my hand near the 
region of the heart, I thought I felt a slight pulsa- 
tion. I sent over to my quarters for a piece of 
whalebone with which I used to clean my flute, I 
thrust this down the child's throat ; the obstruction 
was removed, and the child recovered. In this 
case there was no doctor to be had, my efforts 
could do no harm, and it pleased the Almighty 
that my simple operation should restore a fellow- 
creature to life, and happiness to a distracted 
mother. I have no doubt this miracle, as it was 
called by some, is remembered at Claremorris to 
the present day, as an instance of coolness and 
presence of mind. 

It may, perhaps, be said that Dr. Wolff at 
Bokhara would be better able to form an opinion 
than we in England. It must, however, be recol- 
lected that from the moment the reverend gentle- 
man declared that he was not sent by the British 
Government, and that he was not authorised to 
claim and take away the envoys, he was a prisoner, 
and of course was only allowed to receive such im- 
pressions as the tyrant wished. Dr. Wolff is a 
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brave man, but, with the sword of death hangmg 
by a thread above his head, it is impossible that he 
could reason upon evidence as coolly and as accu- 
rately as the Committee in London. 

Some persons may think it extraordinary that, 
if the envoys were alive, some other intimation or 
hint besides the ^* God save the Queen " was not 
given to Dr. Wolff. 

People, however, well acquainted with Orientals 
are aware that important secrets, although known 
to the whole nation, may be concealed from a 
stranger ; this«appears strange to us, but the fact is 
so, and I will remind the reader of an instance of 
Oriental secret-keeping, with which he is probably 
acquainted. 

Admiral Walker, now Sir Baldwin Walker, was 
in the naval service of the Sultan. From his ex- 
alted position he must have had many attached ad- 
herents in the fleet, besides his personal attendants ; 
nevertheless a plot was contrived, and the secret 
so admirably kept, that Admiral Walker and the 
whole Turkish fleet were taken to Alexandria and 
handed over to the Pasha, without the Admiral 
receiving the slightest hint of the plot until it was 
carried into execution. 

As I have already said, the strongest fact in 
favour of the murder of the envoys is the arrival of 



Digitized by 



Google 



284 A LEGAL OPINION. 

Lord EUenborougVs letter at Bokhara in 1843, in 
which the envoys are denounced as innocent tra- 
vellers. This letter Dr. Wolff brought to Tehran, 
and shewed to Colonel Shiel. Dr. Wolff was de- 
sirous of bringing this letter to the Committee, and 
wrote to Colonel Shiel to have it restored; the 
following is Colonel ShiePs answer now in my 
possession : — 

•* Lord Ellenborough's letter is the property of 
Government, as well as all other oflScial documents." 

Colonel Shiel, I take the liberty of observing 
with great deference, is decidedly wrong in his law. 
From the moment that letter was delivered to the 
authorities of Bokhara, it ceased to belong to the 
British Government, and, being given to Dr. Wolff, 
it became the property of that gentleman, or of 
those who sent him, and as the British Government 
did not contribute one farthing towards the mission, 
except the sum paid for Dr. Wolff's ransom, which 
sum I was called upon to repay, I think I may 
say, that Lord Ellenborough's letter is my property, 
and I do hope that from a feeling of common 
honesty Lord Aberdeen will order that precious 
document to be restored to me. 

The Committee was disposed to direct me to 
write to Lord Aberdeen on the subject, but as I 
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am now engaged in a correspondence with his lord- 
ship concerning four more victims, which I hope 
will end in a satisfactory manner, I prefer making 
this puhlic appeal to his lordship's feelings of 
honesty, and which I trust will not he in vain. 

On the 10th of April, I accompanied Lady 
Georgiana Wolff And the Doctor's son to South- 
ampton, and 6n the following day at sunrise I 
walked along the quay anxiously looking along the 
Southampton Water in the direction of the Isle of 
Wight, although I was told the ship would not 
arrive until 11 o'clock. I was too anxious to sleep 
or to sit still. At half-past 7, I saw a large 
steamer tearing up the river, and to my surprise 
and delight was told that it was the Duke of 
Cornwall, for which I had heen so anxiously 
looking. 

I soon descried the good Doctor pacing the 
deck, with his Bible in his hand ; when sufficiently 
near he. called out to the crowd which had then 
assembled : " Is Captain Grover here ?" He soon 
received my answer, and then anxiously inquired, 
"Is my wife well? and my boy?" He then held 
up his Bible to Heaven, evidently returning thanks 
to Him who had preserved him, in all his perils 
and dangers, and had enabled him to maintain the 
honour and sanctity of the holy garb he had worn 
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during his perilous residence in the dominions of 
the merciless tyrant. 

In a few minutes more Dr. Wolff stepped on 
shore amid the cheers of the assembled crowd, be 
threw himself into my arms and hugged and kissed 
me like a child. Lady Georgiana Wolff now ar- 
rived, and we proceeded to the hotel accompanied 
by the congratulatory cheers of all. 

The good people of Southampton had contem- 
plated a public demonstration, but this was fortu- 
nately prevented by the arrival of the Duke of 
Cornwall before the expected time, and we hastened 
with all expedition to London. 

On the 30th April, a public meeting was held 
at Exeter Hall, and Dr. Wolff's interesting state- . 
ment was listened to by the most numerous assem- 
bly that ever was congregated within those walls ; 
to make this narrative complete I give in the Ap- 
pendix a report of that meeting. I shall make no 
comment whatever upon the extraordinary scene 
which the reader will find narrated in that report. 

Colonel Stoddart*s nearest relative has published 
in tlje Norfolk « Chronicle '* a defence of the Earl of 
Aberdeen ; and, as I perceive by a notice* in the 
"Naval and Military Gazette " of the 25th May, that 
the Editor of that esteemed journal has refused the 
reverend author's request to publish that letter, I 
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give it a place in the Appendix, and this I do 
readily, and without comment, in justice to the 
Earl of Aherdeen, as it must be extremely gratify- 
ing to his lordship to know, that the feeling of ab- 
horrence with which the cruel abandonment of her 
Majesty's envoys is considered by the Mends of 
Colonel Stoddart and Captain ConoUy, is not parti- 
cipated in by the relations of these unfortunate 
men. This must be consoling to Her Majesty's 
Government— very. 

In the first edition of this work, I have avoided 
as much as possible all fusion to the families of 
the victims ; and I have been told that this silence, 
with the publication of the list of subscribers to the 
Stoddart and Conolly Fund, has been considered 
as a most severe censure. Such, however, was not 
my intention. I did not think the public had any 
thing to do with the motives which induced the 
opposition to the efforts of the Committee, therefore 
I made no allusion to the subject, and I wiU now 
only say that the most unpleasant part of the Com- 
mittee's duty has been the correspondence with 
these relatives, whose opposition, at a time when it 
is now known that Colonel Stoddart and Captain 
Conolly were alive, had well-nigh defeated the object 
of the Committee. 

I think it right to add, that this observation 
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does not apply to the Rev. George Stoddart, as the 
Committee, so far from being annoyed by the reve- 
rend gentleman, never heard of him until he ap- 
peared on the platform at Exeter Hall. 

It is with great pain that I allude to this sub- 
ject, and I only hope that, when the reader becomes 
acquainted with the attack upon the Committee in 
the Norwich paper (see Appendix, No. 9) made by 
Colonel Stoddart's nearest relative, he will be of 
opinion that justice to the Committee required 
that this should be stated. 

So great was my disinclination to allude to the 
families of the victims, that I have passed by many 
curious and interesting particulars ; as, however, it 
now appears that Colonel Stoddart's nearest relative 
invites public attention, I will relate the most extra- 
ordinary occurrence, which I have met with during 
the period I have been so anxiously endeavouring 
to work out the salvation of the Bokhara Victims. 

This affair appeared to me so remarkable, that 
I wrote it down at the time, and give the parti- 
culars to the reader as they occurred, and without 
any comment whatever. 

I had heard it reported, in various quarters, 
that Colonel Stoddart's family had proved his will, 
after Dr. Wolff had publicly announced his belief 
that Colonel Stoddart and Captain ConoUy were 
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alive^ and his intention of proceeding to Bokhara to 
rescue them. I immediately pronounced this 
rumour a vile calumny, but, hearing it reported 
in many quarters, I determined to ascertain the 
falsehood of the report, and justify my friend's 
relatives. 

On the 11th of July, 1844, 1 therefore went to 
Doctors' Commons for that purpose, and I will 
relate to the reader exactly what occurred. 

On mentioning to the clerk my desire of search- 
ing for the will of Lieut.-Colonel Stoddart, he 
repeated the name several times, "Stoddart — 
Stoddart ^Colonel Stoddart — why, surely I ought 
to know that name ? Stoddart and ConoUy, to be 
sure. Why, my good sir. Colonel Stoddart is alive ; 
a kind, benevolent gentleman. Captain Grover, has 
cleared up that point. The man's alive 1" 

<< I am myself slightly acquainted with Captain 
Grover, and very much disposed to be of his 
opinion, but I wish to search for his will I ** 

" Search for his will I Why, my good sir, are 
you in your senses ? His will is not here. This is 
the office for dead men's wills, we have no live men's 
wills here.'* 

" Still, I may search, may I not ?" 

" Search 1 oh, yes, you may search ; you may 

u 
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search for your own will if you are simple enough 
to pay a shilling! '' 

** At all events, I am silly enough to pay a 
shilling to search for the will of Colonel Stoddart/' 

I paid the shilling, and a large volume is placed 
before me, in which I am directed to look for my 
friend's name. Immediately on opening the book, 
the name of my unfortunate firiend meets my eyes — 
there was no occasion for searching. In a few 
minutes his will is in my hands, and I found it was 
proved on the 31st of July, 1843 1 

Now Dr. WoMTs letter, published in the public 
newspapers, in which he declared his firm belief 
that Colonel Stoddart and Captain ConoUy had not 
been put to death, and that he would proceed imme- 
diately to their rescue, was dated July 2, 1843 ; 
this letter the reader will find at page 66. 

Should the King of Bokhara's declaration, that 
he put the victims to death in July, 1843, after all 
prove true, would it not be a most extraordinary 
coincidence if Colonel Stoddart's will should have 
been proved in London on the very day that he was 
executed at Bokhara ? 

The subscription for a testimonial to Dr. WolflF 
I regret to say makes but slow progress. How is 
this ? Some people I fear have an idea that the 
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British Government will do something for that ex- 
cellent man who perilled his life, and injured his 
health and fortune, in his efforts to restore two men 
officiallj employed, who were abandoned by the 
government whose duty it was to protect them, and 
who were denounced to the tyrant of Bokhara as 
innocent travellers. 

Should any of my readers entertain that idea, 
I beg them to banish it from their mind. That the 
British Government should be disposed to do any 
thing for Dr. Wolff would be completely contrary 
to nature, unless, indeed, public opinion should 
shame the Government to an act of decency. 

Did the reader ever know an instance of a 
parent who had abandoned a deserving child, ever 
forgiving the benevolent individual who gave that 
child shelter and assistance? I will venture to 
answer — Never. The person who saved, or endea- 
voured to save, that child frt)m destruction can 
never be forgiven : every word he utters — his very 
look will be misinterpreted, and appear to bear a 
sting directed to the festering consciences of the 
self-accused, guilty wretches. 

I call upon my brother-officers of the army and 
navy to recollect that the fortune of war or of 
diplomacy may place them in the position of Stod- 
dart and ConoUy, and they may then be anxiously 
hoping that a benevolent Dr. Wolff may be working 
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out their deliverance, and a pang may possibly 
reach their heart, should they reflect upon this ap- 
peal, in case it should have been made in vain. 

It is now a month since a resolution was passed 
at a public meeting by acclamation, that a testi- 
monial should be presented to Dr. Wolff; and, 
1 am sorry to say, the progress of the subscription 
does not answer my expectation. I really begin to 
be ashamed of my country. 

In the last Number (May 1845) of Douglas 
Jerrold's Magazine, in the Postscript of one of the 
celebrated Hedgehog Letters, addressed by Juniper 
Hedgehog, the Cabman, to Mrs. Hedgehog, of New- 
York, I find the following allusion to Dr. Wolff. 
(No. y. page 450) : — 

*' As for Dr. Wolff, I wonder what Englishmen will 
do for him ? If he'd come back from India after cutting 
twenty thousand throats, why, he might have had a round 
of dinners, diamond-hilted sword, wine-coolers as big as 
buckets, and so on ; as it is, I fear nothing can be done 
for him. However, we shall see." 

These lines of the patriotic and benevolent 
author of the " Hedgehog Letters" (probably Mr. 
Douglas Jerrold himself), must have been written 
before the public meeting, and certainly appear pro- 
phetic J however, as Friend Hedgehog says, " We 
shall see.*' Dr. Wolff's expedition to Bokhara will I 
feel convinced have done more to raise the Christian 
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character in Central Asia, and to dispose the Maho- 
medans to respect the true faith, than the preaching 
of all the pious and excellent missionaries who have 
so faithfully and zealously laboured in that field. 
Doctrinal precepts are slow and uncertain in their 
advance; but self-devotion, like my friend. Dr. 
WolflPs, can be understood by all — cannot be sus- 
pected by any, and all must be disposed to exclaim 
with Tertullian, " How these Christians love one 
another I" 

In the possession of Muhammed Ali Seraaf, 
Dr. Wolff found intercepted letters, with the seals 
broken ; one of which, addressed by Sir Moses 
Montefiore to the Jews of Bokhara, was returned to 
me, and, at the request of Sir Moses Montefiore, I 
sent it to its original destination. 

On publishing one of Dr. Wolff's letters in the 
newspapers, in which he refers to the letter the 
Sultan wrote to the King of Bokhara, calling upon 
him to release Colonel Stoddart and Captain 
ConoUy, I stated that this letter had not been for- 
warded by Colonel Shiel. 

This error was kindly pointed out to me by the 
Earl of Aberdeen, and I immediately corrected it in 
all the newspapers. 

Dr. Wolff has given me the following account of 
the fate of the Sultan's letter. 
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It was forwarded by Colonel Shiel to Meshed, 
where Dr. Wolff found it with the other letters, 
and he saw one addressed by Colonel Shiel to the 
agent at Meshed, in which he is directed not to 
forward these letters by express, but, when an 
opportunity might occur, to send them without their 
envelopes* 

Now, every one at all acquainted with Oriental 
affairs well knows that by removing the envelope, 
and destroying the seal, you cancel the letter. 
Without the seal the letter is valueless. 

The only opinion the agent at Meshed could 
form from this order, was, that the British govern- 
ment did not wish to hear anything further on the 
subject, and that the British envoys were not worth 
the cost of an express.* 

This explanation is due to the agent at Meshed. 

In Dr. Wolff's last letter to me, he expresses his 
regret that the ambassador sent by the King of 
Bokhara to explain certain circumstances concern- 
ing Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conolly was not 
allowed to proceed to England, for the following 
reasons :-^ 

" 1. Merchants from Chicarpore, in Scinde, 

* Colonel Shiel has recently been advanced from the rank 
of Secretary of Legation to that of Minister. 
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of whom there are many at Bokhara, expressed 
me their wish, that the ambassador should 
received in England ; for the king promised, 
that case, that no merchant, a subject of Englaj 
should pay any duty at the Custom-House. 

*' S. I should have liked that people hi 
these countries should get an idea of England. 

" 3. The King of Bokhara prothised to dism 
from his service Abd-ool-Samet Khan, if he coi 
obtain English military instructors. This he b 
me through his ambassador, Nafas Oollah Khi 
However, government knows best." 

I cannot bring this hurried work to a conclusi 
without expressing a hope to witness a reform 
the Foreign Office. I am no " Reformer," in 1 
ordinary acceptation of that term, but a Conse 
ative. To preserve, however, the advantages of c 
glorious constitution, and advantageous commerc 
position^ we must not stand still — we must impro^ 
or we shall be left behind. 

Now, the improvement that is required at t 
Foreign Office will not be achieved by removi 
Lord Aberdeen and appointing Lord Anyboc 
else. 

It is the system that wants improvement, anc 
should begin by sending to the right-about 
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those spinners of sentences and special pleaders — 
I mean the clerks ; and I would replace them by 
men of plain good sense and industry. I would 
send them a few clerks from the War-Office and 
Military Secretary's Office, to teach them to express 
a plain truth in plain language — to condense into 
half a page what these spinners waste six pages of 
good paper in their endeavours to render obscure. 

I will not, however, fatigue the reader with 
my wishes for further improvement at present, as I 
suspect it will be some time before the hint I have 
given above will be adopted ; and I will only say, 
that the nation that first adopts truth and candour 
in its diplomatic relations will obtain an influence 
that will be. irresistible, and all trouble of the cor- 
rection of " errors'' will be avoided. 

I will now say good-bye to the reader, and should 
the present publication induce the Government to 
" call the roll" of the " innocent travellers" that 
may be serving their country on diplomatic missions 
in different quarters of the world, with a view of 
ascertaining if they are in want of assistance, and 
with a determination to render every assistance, 
and never to abandon the unfortunates so sent, 
then, indeed, shall I be well paid for my exertions 
on behalf of my dear friend, Colonel Stoddart, and 
his wretched companion, Captain Conolly. 
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NARRATIVE OF SAALEH MAHOMED, COM- 
MONLY CALLED AKHOONDZADEH. 

I AM the son of Cazee Mahomed Haraao, of Herat, 
one of the principal persons of that city : we are the 
family whose lives Major Todd bought for 10,000 tomans 
from Yar Mahomed, when the former quitted Herat. 

When the Russians were advancing towards Khiva, 
Major Todd sent my father on a mission to that city. 
Afterwards Captain Abbott went to Khiva, and I met 
him at Meroe, where I was purchasing grain. He sent 
me to Herat, and Major Todd ordered me to proceed and 
join that officer at Khiva with 1000 tomans. When I 
reached Khiva, I learned that Mr. Abbott had gone 
towards Astrakhan, and, moreover, that he had been 
killed among the Kuzzaks. I still thought it my duty to 
follow his steps, which I did for twenty-two marches ; the 
last four days and nights I was perfectly alone in the 
desert, and found him wounded , and a prisoner in a 
Kuzzak tent, where I delivered to him 980 ducats. 

I then returned to Khiva, and the day after my 
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arrival, Mr. Shakespeare and my father entered the citj ; 
Mr. Shakespeare despatched me to Herat. 

Four months afterwards, Major Todd directed me to 
join Captain ConoUy, then on the road to Meroe, pro- 
ceeding to Khiva and Koghan, and deliver to him 2000 
dacats. We resided seven months in Khiva: Captain 
Conolly then sent me to Cabul to Sir William M^Naghten 
with important despatches and messages. Shortly after 
my arrival in Cabul, Sir William M'Naghten told me it 
was necessary that I should return to Khiva, to inform 
Captain Conolly that he was to remain in Khiva and not 
proceed to Koghan, on account of the expected attack of 
Persia on Khiva. When I reached Meroe, fourteen or 
fifteen months ago, I found that Captain Conolly had left 
Khiva and gone to Koghan. I became grievously ill, and 
the Khan of Khiva ordered me to be conveyed in a camel- 
litter to Khiva, where I delivered my letters and presents, 
and remained upwards of two months waiting for orders 
from Captain Conolly, who the Khan told me had given 
him a promise to return to Khiva. Captain Conolly then 
obtained leave from the Ameer for me to join him in 
Bokhara, which the Khan permitted me to do, and gave 
me presents, saying, at the same time, that Captain 
Conolly had committed a great error by going to Bokhara, 
where he would be treated like Colonel Stoddart. The 
Khan had a great regard for Captain Conolly, and 
expressed great regret at his having left Khiva. I do not 
know the cause of Captain ConoUy's quitting that city ; 
but I suspect it was owing to an intrigue of the Moktor 
or Visier. When I reached the Bokhara frontier, the 
commander told me that two days before my arrival 
(about the middle of December, 1841), the Ameer had 
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seized and confined Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conolly, 
and that I could not proceed without further orders. He 
placed a guard over me. Five days afterwards orders 
arrived that I should be sent to Bokhara. We reached 
the city in two days about sunrise ; an hour afterwards I 
was carried before the Ameer. I sainted him with *^ AUah- 
ho-akbar ;" he looked at me for about a minute, but said 
nothing, and on his making a signal with his head I was 
carried off. They put me in confinement in a comfortable 
place, and treated me well. I was under the charge of 
the Topchi Bashi; so too were Colonel Stoddart and 
Captain Conolly, and AUahdad Khan, Schah Soojah's 
envoy, who were in confinement in his harem, and were 
then well treated. My servants, seven in number, and 
the servants of Captain Conolly, thirty-three in number, 
were imprisoned in the Seah Chah, or black well. 

The black well is the prison for criminals. It is a cir- 
cular well, seventeen feet deep, and twenty-one feet in 
diameter ; it has a brick roof with a hole in it, and 
criminals are lowered down by a rope. 

I used to communicate secretly with the gentlemen. I 
was very ill, and the Ameer sent me a doctor. After 
twenty days, he sent two painters, and ordered me to 
make a plan of Herat. A week afterwards the Ameer 
sent for me at night. He was seated on the ground in a 
small room, with two servants in attendance. He forced 
me to sit down, as I was ill. He asked how I, the son of 
a Cazee, could serve the English ? He then spoke of the 
events in Cabul, and of the insurrection there. It was the 
disasters in Cabul, which induced the Ameer to confine 
the two oflicers. Thirty days or so, subsequently, about 
the beginning of Moharem (middle of February), two men 
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csme into my room, and stripped me of all my good 
clothes, and shored me out of the room ; and, at the same 
time, AUahdad Khan appeared under charge of two other 
men. The Ameer was looking out of a window. They 
took us to the top of a hill, outside the citadel, but within 
the city, and called for a rope* I thought they were 
going to kill us, but this was the black well ; and I was 
greatly rejoiced to find that the rope was only wanted to 
lower us down, which was done. We found there Yoosoof, 
Captain ConoUy's Greek, and six others of his servants. 
The other people, being Captain Conolly's servants, Allah- 
dad Khan's, and mine, amounting to about fifty-five 
persons, who had hitherto been confined in the well, 
with about twenty-five or thirty criminals, in all eighty 
persons, had been previously removed from the wdl, 
where they were packed one on the top of the other. 
The necessary was in the same place, and it was removed 
every fifteen days. The floor was, beyond measure, 
damp. I had no clothes, except a cotton shirt and 
trousers, though it was deep winter, and I was very ill 
fi*om fever and ague ; but one of Captain ConoUy's ser- 
vants gave me a cloth coat, which saved my life. Our 
food was a small piece of bread in the morning, and the 
same at night. 

Up to this time, the two gentlemen remained in the 
same place of confinement in the harem of the Topchi 
Bashi. 

We remained for two months without any change, and 
without any communication with Colonel Stoddart and 
Captain Conolly. The Ameer then went to Koghan in 
the beginning of Rebbee-ool-£ovel (the middle of April), 
having first liberated Captain Conolly's servants who 
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were in the wdl. Thus Allahdad Khan, I, and Yooaoof, 
were the only persons liTuig there, besides the criminals ; 
hot our food was increased abundantly by an allowance 
given by Captain ConoUy,, and permitted by the Ameer. 

The Ameer returned in less than two months, about 
the end of Babbee-ool-Akhir (the last day of this month 
was the 10th of June). Three days afterwards we three 
were hauled out of the well, and Allahdad Khan and I 
were chained together by the neck. Allahdad Khan told 
me to say the Eallemeh, for that they were going to put 
us to death. Yoosoof was chained with a Hindoo, a high- 
wayman, and a man who had killed his fiither. They 
took us, in this way, through the bazaars to the citadel, 
and made us halt at a place where the Ameer looked at 
us. They took the chains from Allahdad Khan's neck 
and mine, and led Yoosoof and the other three prisoners 
out of the citadel, and killed them. I saw their bodies 
half an hour afterwards. The Hindoo was killed first, 
and then Yoosoof, who told the executioner to sharpen 
his knife that he might not suffer pain. He then raised 
his hands and eyes towards heaven, and his throat was 
cut. This one of the spectators told me. This happened 
on Friday, the 30 of Rebbee-ool-Akhir (the lOth of June). 
Yoosoof, while in the well, had become a Mussulman, to 
escape the ill-treatment of the criminals, who would give 
him nothing to eat. He was not circumcised, but he said 
the Killemeh. 

Allahdad Khan and I were told we were at liberty to 
go where we pleased. 

I went to live with the Ameer's Visier's father, who 
was a merchant, and a good man, who pitied my condi- 
tion. He gave me lodging, fi)od, and clothing, and a 
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Candahar merchant of my acquaintance gave me fifteen 
ducats. My five horses^ and two hired camels^ and all 
my property, consisting of cashmere shawls, gold-hilted 
sword, and gold-hilted dagger, and about two hundred 
tomans in ready money, amounting in all to about one 
thousand ducats, were seized and confiscated by the 
Ameer, besides about four hundred and fifty ducats value 
of government presents, which I was conveying to Captain 
Conolly. 

The next morning, a secret messi^ came from Captain 
Conolly, saying, he had heard that I and AUahdad Khan 
had been killed, and that he was full of anxiety. The 
same day another message came, ordering me to remain 
in Bokhara, that an English gentleman (Mr. Thomson) 
had gone to Khiva, and that he (Captain Conolly) had 
contrived to send Hoossein Leng, the Heratee, to Khiva. 
AVhen I afterwards went to Khiva, I found that Hoossein 
had actually gone to Khiva, but had arrived after the 
departure of Mr. Thomson. 

On Sunday, or Monday, the Ameer sent to Colonel 
Stoddart and Captain Conolly certain letters from Cabul, 
which had got into the Ameer's possession seven or nine 
months ^before, the contents of which the Ameer desired 
to know. This I heard from Syed Hoossein, the brother 
of the Topchi Bashi, who had charge of the two 
ofiicers. The Ameer sent, at the same time, a mes- 
sage that he would free them, in a few days, and told 
them to be of good heart. On Tuesday, at night, their 
quarters were entered by several men*, who stripped 
them, and carried them off to prison ; but I do not 
know whether it was to the black well or some other. In 
stripping Colonel Stoddart a lead pencil was found in the 
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lining of his coat, and some papers in his waist. These 
were taken to the Ameer, who gave orders that Colonel 
Stoddart should be beaten with heavy sticks until he dis- 
closed who brought the papers, and to whom he wrote. 
He was most violently beaten, but he revealed nothing ; 
he was beaten repeatedly for two or three days. On 
Friday, the 8th or 9th (the 7th of Jemmadee-ool-Eovel, 
17th of June), the Ameer gave orders that Colonel Stod- 
dart should be killed in the presence of Captain Conolly, 
who was to be offered life if he would become a Ma- 
homedan. In the afternoon they were taken outside the 
prison into the street, which is a kind of small square. 
Their hands were tied across in front. Many people as- 
sembled to behold the spectacle. Their graves were dug 
before their eyes. Colonel Stoddart exclaimed aloud at 
the cruelty and tyranny of the Ameer. His head was 
then cut off with a knife. 

The chief executioner then turned to Captain Conolly, 
and said, *'The Ameer spares your life if you will become 
a Mussulman." Captain Conolly answered, " Colonel 
Stoddart has been a Mussulman for three years, and you 
have killed him, — you killed Yoosoof too ; I will not be a 
Mussulman ; and I am ready to die." Saying which, he 
stretched forth his neck. His head was then cut off. 

Their bodies were interred in the graves which had 
been dug ; and I myself have seen the spot, and the small 
hillocks which mark the place. 

One of the executioners gave me the foregoing rela- 
tion ; and, moreover, he offered to bring me the heads if 
I chose, that I might take them with me, but I refused 
this offer. 

I remained ten days in Bokhara after the death of the 

X 
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two gentlemen, with the good Oozbell merchant, named 
Eeeshan-i-kazee ; he had given the thirty-three servants 
of Captain Conolly and my servants food and clothes. 

The cause, as I said before, of the Ameer's treatment 
of the two officers was the events in Cabul. In addition 
to this, the day I was liberated from the black well, a 
letter arrived from Cabul to the Ameer, sealed by Akhbar 
Khan, the brother of Allahdad Khan, the chiefs and 
moollahs of Cabul, stating that they had slain the greater 
part of the English, and that as he had feared to kill the 
two Englishmen who were his prisoners, he had better 
give them to the writers of the letter ; but that Allahdad 
Khan was guiltless, as he had gone to Bokhara by the 
orders of Schah Soojah. This letter made a deep impres- 
sion upon the Ameer. The object of it was to procure 
the liberation of Allahdad, and it was he who told me 
that such a letter had arrived. 

I thought it the best plan to leave Bokhara perfectly 
quiet. I, therefore, set oat on foot, with one servant who 
had remained in Bokhara. On the fourth day I reached 
the river, but the commander would not let me cross 
without orders from Bokhara, as I had no pass. This 
caused a detention of fifteen days, until the pass arrived, 
but I was well treated. 

The day of my arrival, a Mr. Marcelli, proceeding to 
Bokhara, arrived. He said his father was a Mussulman, 
and that he wished to be a Mussulman and enter the 
Ameer's service. He went on to Bokhara under restraint, 
and I heard by the return messenger who brought my 
pass, that he had been put into the black well, to remain 
there until it was ascertained what he really was. 

I then hired a camel and went with a caravan in eight 
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days to M eroe, where I borrowed thirty daeats from the 
Jews who were my acquaintances, and went on to Khiva. 
On my return, with the money the Khan gave me^ I 
repaid the debt. 

I went to Khiva, because I thought it might, per- 
chance, be useful, there having been an arrangement to 
return to Khiva with Captain ConoUy. I was seven days 
on the journey, and travelled by the desert road. We 
had no guide, and, being unable to find the wells, were 
near perishing from thirst, which would certainly have 
happened had not some travellers come to our assistance. 
I remained fifteen days in Khiva, and was treated with 
great kindness by the Khan. At my departure he gave 
me one hundred and twenty tomans, and two coats of 
cloth, and a shawl. I then returned in fourteen days to 
Meroe, where I halted twenty days waiting for a caravan, 
and then I proceeded to Meshed. I spent some of the 
money given me by the Khan of Khiva in purchasing 
necessaries, and I borrowed eighty tomans, to be repaid 
by ninety tomans. 



Tehran, November 23, 1842. 
Besides the internal evidence of truth contained in the 
foregoing narrative, I wish to add, that the appearances 
and manners of the Akhoondzadeh, who is a most intel- 
ligent and prepossessing young man, contribute highly 
in strengthening the impression in favour of his veracity. 

Justin Shiel. 

The foregoing statement was evidently published as 
an answer to my '^ Appeal to the British Nation/' in 
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some measure to neutralise the evil effect it was intended 
to produce, I published the following letter. 



II. 
COL. STODDART AND CAPT. CONOLLY. 

To the Editor of the Morning Herald. 

Sib, 

The ^' Herald*' of this day contains at length the 
narrative of the Persian Saaleh Mahomed, and as this is 
headed, ^* The Murder of Colonel Stoddart and Captain 
Conolly," many of your readers may not take the trouble 
of reading this very long statement, and may imagine 
that these excellent officers have really been murdered ; I 
trust you will therefore have the kindness to admit the 
following remarks in your widely circulated journal. 

If your readers will take the trouble of comparing this 
** Narrative" with my account of it from memory, which 
you had the kindness to extract from my *' Appeal" in 
behalf of these unfortunate gentlemen, and which they 
will find in the " Morning Herald" of Friday last, they 
will perceive that they agree in all important particulars, 
and that in the pretended account of the execution, I have 
almost given the very words. 

This Persian merely relates what another told him^ 
and any of your intelligent readers who may take the 
trouble of reading his " narrative," will readily perceive 
the glaring improbabilities. 

This man, according to his own account, was sent by 
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Major Todd to join Captain Conolly. He says the exe- 
cution took place in a *' square outside the prison/' and 
'^ that many people assembled to behold the spectacle." 
His narrative is very circumstantial, but he concludes by 
saying, '^ one of the executioners gave me the foregoing 
relation." In fact^ this Persian knows nothing at all 
about the matter, and although at liberty, did not take 
the trouble of attending the ** spectacle." 

Now had this been the only account received, although 
I would not admit it as evidence, when the lives of two 
men were at stake, still I would say it possibly might be 
true : but at the Foreign Office they had other accounts, 
some which were shewn to me as confirmatory^ but which 
were in fact contradictory ; they stated that rumours were 
circulated in the city of Bokhara of the death of these 
officers, but as the execution was private, no particulars 
could be sent; now, at the Foreign Office, they have 
accounts, brought by the last June overland mail, which 
are certified as worthy of credit, and which state that 
Stoddart and Conolly are still alive. 

I am thankful to the Government for having published 
this statement, and I trust Lord Aberdeen will have the 
goodness to order the publication of the other statements, 
and then the public will be enabled to judge whether Dr. 
Wolff ought to be assisted in his kind offer of proceeding 
to Bokhara to clear up this point, and to attempt the 
release of these gentlemen if still alive. 

Thanking you most kindly for the interest you have 
taken in the fate of my poor friend, I have the honour to 
be, Mr. Editor, your obedient servant, 

John Gbover, 
Captain Unattached. 
Army and Navy Club, Aug. 23, 1843. 
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We print elsewhere a letter from Captain Grrover as 
to the fate of Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conolly. 
There seems to be, if not a reasonable doubt, at least a 
glimmering raj of hope that these brave men and faith- 
ful soldiers may not have been mardered by the Ameer 
of Bokhara. The evidence is by no means conclusive, 
and as while there is hope there may be life, it will, we 
must say, be most discreditable to our national character 
if the doubt be not cleared up. Five hundred pounds are 
sufficient to defray the cost of an expedition to ascertain 
their fate; and we do most earnestly call on all who 
sympathise with Captain Grover to aid him with their 
money in so afflicting a case. — Editor Morning Herald. 



III. 
COLONEL STODDART AND CAPTAIN CONOLLY. 

To the Editor of the Morning Herald. 

Sir, 

I received yesterday a letter from the celebrated 
missionary. Dr. Joseph WolflF, dated Bruges, August 27. 
As he is, I believe, the only person in England who has 
ever been at Bokhara, his opinion on the rumoured murder 
of the above distinguished officers may be interesting to 
the public; and I, therefore, send you the following 
extracts : — 

** I read the statement of Muhammed Saleh in the 
papers a few days ago, and I confess that I doubt more 
than ever the truth of the report, that' Colonel Stoddart 
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aod Captain Conolly have been pat to death at Bokhara. 
If Buch an event has taken place in the city of Bokhara, 
containing a population of 280,000 inhabitants, he would 
not have heard that story of their heads having been cut 
off from one of the executioners alone, but by the loud 
expression of indignation of thousands of the inhabitants ; 
but it appears from the report of Saleh Muhammed that 
it was one of the executioners who made him acquainted 
with the history. 

^' The Mullahs of Bokhara themselves told me, that if 
the Ameer Almoomeneen (that is the title of the prince) 
suspects a person, he either has him poisoned secretly at 
a distance from Bokhara, or strangled, for they never cut 
off heads with a knife, 

** Besides these considerations, allow me to give you 
the following account of my journey to Bokhara in 
1831 :— 

** When I arrived the second time at Teheran, in July 
1831 (I was there previously in 1826), I called on my old 
friend, Khosrow Khan, to whom I had been introduced 
in 1825, by Sir Henry Willock and Sir John M'Neile. 
Khosrow Khan sent immediately for a Persian merchant, 
who was well acquainted with the state of Bokhara, 
from whence he had just arrived, and the following 
dialogue took place between us, in presence of Khosrow 
Khan :— 

'' The merchant having been informed of my inten- 
tion of proceeding to Bokhara, turned to me, and said, 
* Thou canst not go.' ' Why?* * As soon as you arrive 
at Khorassaun, the Toorkomans, who are cursed Sunn6es, 
and therefore invade Khorassaun to make slaves of the 
inhabitants, who are good sheahs, will certainly make a 
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slave of you ; and if you were to reach Karakol, the 
governor would receive you in the kindest manner, and 
then give secret instructions to have you drowned in the 
Ammoo (Oxus) ; but the greatest misfortune would be to 
arrive at Bokhara, for Moorcroft, Guthrie, and Trebeck 
Sahib, after they had given thousands of rupees to Emeer 
Behadur, have been put to death openly at Bokhara, by 
his express orders.' I, however, undaunted, proceeded to 
Bokhara. It is true, I was made a slave in Khorassaun, 
but not by the Toorkomans, but by the banditti of 
Muhammed Izhak, khan of Torbad Hydarea. The fact, 
however, of my being an English subject was not only the 
cause of my own liberation, but of all the sheah slaves of 
Torbad, which, indeed, is a regular slave-market, and 
where hundreds were sold every year. 
• #•«#* 

" On my arrival at Mushed, the capital of Khoras- 
saun, the sheah merchants and mullahs again assured me 
that Moorcroft, Guthrie, and Trebeck, had been publicly 
put to death at Bokhara. I remained a considerable 
time in the desert of Sarakhs, and the wild sons of the 
deserrtreated^ me with the greatest respect. 

'' I then procee^ded: ^rom Sarakhs with one single 
Toorkoman, and reached Bokhara in safety notwithstand- 
ing the prediction of the merchant of Teheran. On my 
arrival at Bokhara, I learnt that neither Moorcroft, 
Guthrie, nor Trebeck, had been put to dalth at Bokhara. 
Moorcroft died at Ankhoj, not within th^ dominions of 
the King of Bokhara ; he died of fever. Guthrie and 
Trebeck died at Mazaur. • * * Now, mark ! A few 
days after my arrival, the Mullahs of Bokhara went in a 
body to the Emeer, and said, ' Oh, Highness ! Joseph 
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WolfFy the Englishman, who has arrived here, has in* 
formed your vizier with frankness, that the Persians had 
told him that we had pat to death Moorcroft, Guthrie, 
and Trebeck. His report confirms what we have heard 
from others, that the rascally sheah have given to the 
people of Bokhara the name of ^murderers of guests^ 
who are considered sacred by us. We must, therefore, 
treat Joseph WoW, and every English traveller after him, 
with the highest regard and respect, and give him money 
if he wants it, in order that he may have a real statement 
of our dispositions towards guests/ The Emeer replied, 
' By my head ! Joseph Wolff must be treated well, and 
he will soon be convinced that Guzil Bash are liars,' 
And well treated I was ; and you know that my passport 
from the Emeer is in the possession of my boy at Rugby. 
I was treated well in the kingdom of Bokhara, and so 
was Lieutenant, afterwards Sir A. Burnes. 

*^ It is true, that the expedition to Afghanistan may 
have caused a change of sentiments towards the English, 
but this would only lead to a detention and strict sur- 
veillance of Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conolly, not to 
a violent murder of them ; and if they had been murdered, 
why has it never been confirmed by the Chekarpore mer- 
chants at Teheran and the Jews at Mushed ? The mer- 
chants in the caravanserai of Chekarpore at Bokhara 
have continual intercourse with the Chekarpore mer- 
chants at Teheran, and those Chekarpore merchants of 
Bokhara, jealous as they are of English travellers, cer- 
tainly would have noised it abroad if such a deed had 
been perpetrated at Bokhara. 

^' I also forgot to add, that whilst I was at Bokhara, 
well-treated letters arrived from the Jews of Mushed, 
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stating that it had been currently reported at Mashed 
and Ispahan, that / had been put to death by order of the 
Emeer. 

*^ Nowy having given my reasons for disbelieving Saleh 
Muhammedy alias Akhoondzadeh's account, I repeat 
again my willingness to start for Bokhara, if all can be 
arranged for my departure by the 1st October." 

Thus &r Dr. Wolff; and I will merely add a wish, 
that you may find room in your widely circulated journal 
for this long statement, and I have the honour to be your 
obedient servant, 

JoHH Gbovbb, 
Captain Unattached. 
Army and Navy Club^ 
August 30M, 1843. 

P.S. — About a twelvemonth after Colonel Stoddart's 
arrival at Bokhara an account reached England that he 
had been put to death. This was believed by many. I 
doubted it. Some time after, this question was put to 
rest by the receipt of a letter from Colonel Stoddart, in 
which he desired his friends not to believe any rumours of 
his death that may be circulated. In fact, he was taken 
into high favour by the Emeer. 

J.G- 
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IV. 



FATE OF COLONEL STODDART AND 
CAPTAIN CONOLLY. 

A public meeting was held yesterday (September 7th, 
1843), at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, for the purpose 
of opening a subscription to enable Dr. Wolff to proceed 
to Bokhara, in order to ascertain the fate of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conolly, and, if still living, 
to take steps for their deliverance from captivity. 

There were from eighty to one hundred gentlemen 
present, amongst whom were Colonel Humfrey, Capt. 
Grover, Capt. Nestor, Captain Morison, R.N. ; Mr. 
Louis Tonna, Acting Director of the United Service In- 
stitution ; Mr. T. Walker, President of the Society of 
Civil Engineers ; Mr. W. Burnes, brother of Sir Alex- 
ander Burnes; Captain Ord, Major Johnson, Mr. J. S. 
Buckingham, Mr. W. Jerdan, and several civil and mili- 
tary officers of the East India Company's service. 

Captain Grover, having been called to the chair, said 
that, as a British officer, he came forward to advocate 
the cause of two gallant officers, who, though reported to 
have been murdered, he firmly believed to be suffering 
imprisonment of the most intolerable description. But, 
whether they were dead or alive, the Government had 
been guilty of most culpable negligence, in not hf 
long since taken the proper steps for ascertaining 
bad become them. He trusted, however, that an a] 
to the British nation would be responded to in a pi 
spirit. The friends of these gentlemen had alreadj 
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offers of money from variouB quarters, for the purpose of 
prosecuting an inquiry into their fate, but all such offers 
were declined until sanctioned by a public meeting, in the 
hope that the Government would ultimately be shamed 
into activity on behalf of two British subjects. As some 
gentlemen might be unaware of the circumstances, he 
should request the attention of the meeting to a brief 
statement of facts which he (Captain Grover) had already 
published in a pamphlet, copies of which had been for- 
warded to the members of Her Majesty's Government. 
In the year 1833, one of these gentlemen, then Captain 
Stoddart, was placed upon half-pay, and held the office 
of secretary to the United Service Institution. In 1835, 
when Mr. Ellis was despatched on a mission to Persia, 
Captain Stoddart was appointed military secretary to the 
embassy. During that time he was promoted to a majo* 
rity, with the brevet rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. He 
subsequently went to Herat, and it was mainly owing to 
his influence that the Shah of Persia abandoned Herat. 
From thence he proceeded to Bokhara, where he was 
treated as a Russian spy, and thrown into a deep well, 
which is used in that country as a dungeon for criminals, 
and where he was near dying of starvation. Captain 
ConoUy shared the same noisome prison. It was reported 
in England that they were both massacred by order of the 
Ameer of Bokhara, but the intelligence rested on the state- 
ment of a Persian, who admitted that he was not present, 
but that his information was derived from the executioner 
by whose hand they were decapitated. The signature of 
Colonel Justin Shiel was appended to the statement; but 
that officer merely certified that the narrator was a person 
of prepossessing appearance. Colonel Shiel said nothing 
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\Fliatever to authenticate the statement, nor were any 
steps taken to ascertain whether it was true or false. Yet 
it was on the authority of that most contradictory and 
inconclusive narrative that the British Government had 
declined to interfere. It was a remarkable fact that three 
months before the statement appeared in the English 
papers, the friends of Colonel Stoddart had received a 
letter from him, in which he used these words, *^ I am in 
high favour with the Ameer, and I pray you not to believe 
any reports of my death, that may reach England." He 
(Captain Grover) had made strict inquiries at the Foreign 
Office, for the purpose of ascertaining whether the Govern- 
ment had received any official report in confirmation of 
the statement, but he found nothing, unless some vague 
intelligence to the effect that Colonel Stoddart's head had 
been cut off, that Captain Conolly was told his life would 
be spared, on consenting to become a Mussulman — that 
he replied, "You have murdered Colonel Stoddart — I will 
die a Christian ;" upon which he was led out and decapi- 
tated. Beyond that there was no document to be found 
in the Foreign Office that was not a repetition of the Per- 
sian's statement, to which he should invite the attention 
of the meeting, believing, as he did, that it was a fabrica- 
tion from first to last. 

Mr. Tonna here read the narrative of the alleged mas- 
sacre, which has already appeared in all the English 
newspapers. 

The chairman then proceeded to point out what he 
conceived to be contradictory and inconsistent in the nar- 
rative. He observed, that the heads of Colonel Stoddart 
^|M^ Captain Conolly were said to have been cut off with 
the knifb: ~ Every one who had travelled in the East knew 
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full well that the knife was never used — ^the mode of ese« 
Ctttion there was strangulation by the bowstring. It was 
also worthy of remarki that Lord EUenborough had given 
an order for the payment of three thousand rupees to the 
Persian who made the statement. It also appeared that 
Lord Ellenborough had written a letter to the Ameer, in 
which the Governor-General, after adverting to the de* 
tention of two innocent travellers, requested that they 
might be set at liberty — the letter concluding with the 
extraordinary expression, ^' I will take care that they shall 
never enter your dominions again/* Such was the sub- 
stance of one of the documents obtained at the Foreign 
Office. Why, was not that admission that they were 
there in a character to bring down upon them the Ameer's 
vengeance? that was not the way in which the life or 
liberty of British subjects should be perilled when at the 
mercy of a revengeful tyrant. Eastern despots were not 
to be propitiated by mild means — they were to be acted 
upon only by fear of retaliation. That was the tone for 
Lord Ellenborough to have assumed, if he wished to 
ensure the safety of these gentlemen. But the conduct 
of the British Government was not less culpable. He 
(Captain Grover), firmly believing that these gentlemen 
were not murdered, but imprisoned for some object, had 
applied, in the first instance, at the Horse Guards, where 
he was received with the greatest attention by Lord 
Fitzroy Somerset, but, as the matter related more properly 
to the Foreign Office, his Lordship recommended appli- 
cation to the Earl of Aberdeen, whose province it was to 
direct inquiry, should that be deemed expedient. He 
applied to Lord Aberdeen for an interview, but that was 
refused. However, he saw Mr. Hammond and Mr. Ad- 
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dington on the sabject. He bad offered to go out to Bok- 
hara at his own expense, and all that be required was, 
authority to claim the envoys^ and permission to wear the 
uniform of a British officer, feeling that it would give him 
more influence than if he appeared as a private gentleman. 
Even that was refused. The British Government would 
not only do nothing themselves, but they seemed disposed 
to throw impediments in the way of those who were 
anxious to ascertain the fate of their fellow •subjects. 
Under these circumstances, it was fitting that an appeal 
should be made to the people of England, who were ever 
ready to succour the distressed. Dr. Wolff had expressed 
his readiness to undertake the expedition, and had inti- 
mated that SOO/. would cover the expense. Had he (the 
Chairman) gone out, he should have taken 2000Z. with 
him. He should haye asked the Ameer (were the gentle-* 
men still alive), what ransom he demanded, and, if he 
could not advance the sum required, it was his intention 
to have taken Ck>lonel Stoddart's place, until on his return 
to England the money was raised. (Loud cheers.) He 
did not know what course Dr. Wolff might adopt, but, 
from his knowledge of the language, his undaunted reso- 
lution, and his religious character, no one in the world 
was so well fitted to conduct an enterprise of great peril 
and delicacy. So long as the fiite of two gallant officers 
remained uncertain, it was the duty of the Government 
and the country to prosecute the inquiry. Sir Robert 
Peel, in answer to Mr. B. Cochrane, had admitted that 
the government had received no official account of their 
death, but the Right Honourable Baronet contented him- 
self by saying, there was but too much reason to fear that 
two British officers had been both cruelly murdered* 
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That was all the notice taken of it. But, probably, when 
the Government found that the people of England de- 
manded inquiry in behalf of their countrymen, the Secre- 
tary of State for the Foreign Department would be induced 
to co-operate with them. 

Mr. J. S. Buckingham said it was a maxim of the English 
constitution, that those who paid allegiance to the State 
were entitled to protection. He could not help saying, 
that those two gentlemen had been most shamefully aban- 
doned by Her Majesty's Government. Upon the grounds 
of humanity, justice, and sound policy, the fullest, the 
most convincing investigation was imperatively demanded. 
France would not have so abandoned the meanest of her 
subjects. What would Frenchmen and Americans say of 
such conduct? why, that if tha English Government had 
any mercenary object in view — such as the seizure of 
opium in China — they would have sent a fleet and an 
army to make reprisal, but that she would look with com- 
placency, at the murder, or the unlawful detention of two 
of her subjects, both accredited agents, and ofiicers in the 
Queen's service. It could not be said, that there were 
no precedents for interference in such cases. It had been 
done in the cases of La P6rouse, who went out to the 
South Seas ; in the case of Bruce, the celebrated traveller; 
and in the case of Captain Ross. If Colonel Stoddart and 
Captain ConoUy were murdered, England should avenge 
their death — that was due to the national honour ; if, on 
the other hand, they were detained in prison, the Govern- 
ment should insist upon their liberation. The honour- 
able gentleman concluded by moving a resolution for the 
appointment of a committee to collect subscriptions, for 
the purpose of defraying the expense incident to a mission 
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to Bokhara, to be undertaken by Dr. Wolff, in order to 
procure the liberation of Colonel Stoddart and Captain 
ConoUy, who are supposed to be detained by the Ameer. 

Colonel Hamfrey seconded the motion, strongly con- 
demning the indifference betrayed by Her Majesty's 
Ministers. 

A long discussion ensued, relative to the best mode of 
proceeding, in order to carry the object into effect, at the 
conclusion of which 

Mr. Walker, President of the Society of Civil Engi- 
neers, suggested an alteration in the resolution, the object 
of which was to give Her Majesty's Government the 
opportunity of affording their sanction and influence 
towards the prosecution of the mission. 

The suggestion was ultimately adopted, and the 
amended resolution having been agreed to, the committee 
was appointed. A collection of about lOOZ. was sub- 
scribed in the room, and after the customary tribute .of 
respect to the chairman, the meeting separated. — Morning 
Herald. 



V. 

Public Meeting at the Hanover Square Hooms, 

11th October, 1843. 

COL. STODDART AND CAPT. CONOLLY. 

DR. Wolff's mission to Bokhara. 

A public meeting was held on the 11th ult. at the 
Queen's Concert Rooms, Hanover Square, for the purpose 
of taking leave of the Rev. Dr. Wolff, on his departure 

Y 
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for Bokhara. There was a nameroua aseembly of ladies, 
of officers in the Queen's and Company's service, and of 
persons connected with India. 

Major-Gen. Sir Jeremiah Bryant, C.B., on taking the 
chair, expressed the pleasure he felt in presiding on the 
present interesting occasion. He was deeply interested in 
the fate of the two gallant officers, in reference to whom 
this inquiry was about to be instituted. One of them he 
had known for many years, and he might say, that some 
of the happiest years of his life had been passed in his 
society. He now directed their attention to Captain 
Grover, who had originated these proceedings, and who 
would inform the meeting what had been done up to the 
present time. 

Captain Grover said, that as among the present nume- 
rous assembly there might be many who were not well 
acquainted with the circumstances connected with the 
captivity of the two British officers for whose rescue Dr. 
Wolff was about to encounter the perils of the desert, he 
would, with their kind indulgence, give a very short, 
hasty account of what had occurred up to the present 
moment. He would begin his narrative with the impri- 
sonment of Colonel Stoddart, in the year 1838, shortly 
after his an*ival at Bokhara, as a regularly accredited 
diplomatic agent from the English Government. That he 
was on an official mission, he (Captain Grover) positively 
asserted, as it had been insinuated that he was merely an 
innocent traveller ; this fact had been admitted to him at 
the Foreign Office. It was, however, but of little conse- 
quence, it was enough for them to know that these men 
were Englishmen and in captivity (Cheers). The cause 
of his imprisonment was a suspicion that he was a Rus- 
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Bian spy. News of his death, accompanied by minute and 
circamstantial details, reached England ; they were gene- 
rally believed ; he (Captain Grover) discovered inconsis- 
tencies in these statement, expressed his doubts, and was 
laughed at for his incredulity. Some months afterwards, 
however, letters were received from Colonel Stoddart 
himself, giving an account of his captivity, stating that he 
was then in high &vour with the Ummeer, and that he 
hoped to render important service to his country. A 
remarkable passage occurred in this letter to which he 
requested the particular attention of this assembly ; the 
Colonel writes, " You will frequently hear of my captivity, 
never believe any rumours of my death." The circum- 
stances attending his restoration to freedom have been 
related by Captain Abbott, who received them from the 
lips of the Khan of Khiva, and they were afterwards con- 
firmed by General Peroffski. It appears that immediately 
on General Peroffski's arrival at Bokhara, as ambassador 
fi*om the Emperor of Russia, he demanded that Colonel 
Stoddart should be given up to him ; and he was taken 
from his dungeon, and brought into the Ummeer's pre- 
sence, who asked him whether the Russians were likely 
to treat him well, and what he thought of the proposal. 
Colonel Stoddart replied, *' The Russians would un- 
doubtedly treat me well ; but, when my own Government 
demands me, what will your Highness answer ? " The 
Ummeer was struck with the nobleness of such an answer 
from one brought out of a loathsome dungeon, with death 
staring him in the face, and he took from his shoulders 
his rich cloak of sables, his royal robes, placed them upon 
Colonel Stoddart, and had him led in state through the 
immense city of Bokhara as an object of admiration to its 
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numerous inhabitants. (Cheers.) This is the conduct, of 
a true firitish soldier — he would suffer imprisonment, 
nay, death, rather than compromise the dignity of bis 
sovereign. (Cheers.) Colonel Stoddart did not hesitate 
an instant ; he knew that he was sent there to fulfil a 
public duty, and like a true British soldier, he thought of 
nothing else. For a long period we have no tidings of 
Colonel Stoddart or of Captain Conolly, who subsequently 
joined him. He (Captain Grover) had had access to all 
the documents at the Foreign Office relating to this sub- 
ject, and the first in order of date was the long rigmarole 
statement of Mohammed Saleh : this has been published 
in all the papers, headed in large capitals, ^ Murder of 
Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conolly," with the signa- 
ture "Justin Shiel" appended to it. No doubt all pre- 
sent have seen this statement ; but probably few have 
taken the trouble to read it, on account of its great 
length, and it will therefore naturally be imagined that it 
contains an account of the murder of these gentlemen, and 
that Colonel Shiel certifies to its truth. Such, of course, 
was the effect intended to be produced by its publication. 
Now, Colonel Shiel only certifies that the Persian was a 
prepossessing young man — nothing more ; and the Per- 
sian merely gives a long, inconsistent account of what 
other people told him. He does not relate one single fact 
of his own knowledge ; and yet, according to his own 
account, he was sent by Major Todd to. Bokhara to join 
Captain Conolly ; he was at liberty at the time the exe- 
cution is said to have taken place, publicly, in the great 
square of Bokhara, in presence of numerous spectators 
who were assembled to witness the spectacle, and yet all 
be knows of the matter is, the account he received firom 
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the execationer, who offered to give him one of the 
heads ; clearly shewing that the statement required some 
extraordinary proof to make it credible. Now it may be 
asked, why should a man concoct such a statement? 
When he (Captain Grover) saw the original document at 
the Foreign Office, it had neither date nor signature. 
There was, however, appended to it an order to give the 
narrator 3000 rupees; so that it appeared there was a 
strong motive for a fabrication. (Hear.) He would not 
occupy their time in pointing out the numerous inconsis- 
tencies in this statement, as no person who had taken the 
trouble to read it would say that it was of the least value 
as evidence. It might be said, if the Persian was invent- 
ing a story, why did he not say at once that he had seen 
the execution, and thus set the question at rest ? To this 
he would answer, that liars are always cowards, and gene- 
rally prefer the lie circumstantial to the lie direct. It was 
also much safer. Suppose, after the payment of the 3000 
rupees, Colonel Stoddart had walked into the residency 
at Teheran; the Persian, being accused of falsehood, would 
immediately reply, " I say that Colonel Stoddart was mur- 
dered ! I said no such thing. I merely told you what 
the executioner told me ; and those Bokharians are such 
liars there is no believing any thing they say." (Laughter.) 
The Persian's statement was without date or signature. 
In the context, however, June 1 7th appears ; and it seems 
that the year 1842 has been adopted by the authorities. 
He (Captain Grover) had in his hand the Army List for 
last March : he certainly did not see in its usual place the 
name of his dear friend, Colonel Stoddart ; but, on look- 
ing among the deaths, he found this announcement: 
" Lieutenant -Colonel Stoddart, Bokhara, Persia, 17th 
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June, 1842." This was extraordinary; for Sir Robert 
Peel explicitly declared, at the close of the last session of 
Parliament, that Government had received no official 
information of the death of Colonel Stoddart and Captain 
ConoUy. (Loud cheers.) This obituary was copied into 
roost of the English, and several Continental, papers ; and 
should one of these papers reach his unfortunate friend in 
his dungeon, it would be a poor consolation to read this 
announcement of his official assassination. (Hear, hear.) 
This instance of official assassination was not without ex- 
ample. He (Captain Orover) recollected a circumstance 
that occurred when he entered the army, thirty years ago. 
At that time, a highly respected officer. General Coates, 
Colonel of the 2d Foot, was residing, with his family, in 
Yorkshire. One morning, during breakfast, the London 
papers were handed to the general ; when he exclaimed, 
to the great astonishment of his family, '^ Bless me, I'm 
dead !" His family were much alarmed until the general 
continued, " Dead; indeed, I must be ; here it is officially 
announced, and my regiment is already given away." The 
general, as soon as he could conscientiously satisfy himself 
of his existence, wrote to the proper authorities, giving bis 
word of honour, as an officer and a gentleman, that he 
was not defunct, and entreating to be allowed to enjoy his 
regiment a few years longer. (Laughter.) There were 
other accounts at the Foreign Office, which stated that it 
was rumoured that Colonel Stoddart and Captain ConoIIy 
had been murdered, but that no details could be given, as 
the execution had been private ; these, therefore, gave the 
lie to the Persian's statement. We have next the account, 
brought by the last June overland mail, that a Jew had 
just arrived at Cabul, who stated that Stoddart and Conolly 
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were both alive. We have then an accoant upon which 
General Pollock places reliance : this states that Stoddart 
is alive, but that ConoUy has been poisoned ; finally, we 
have the statements of the pilgrims recently arrived at 
Constantinople ; they all say that both these officers were 
alive when the caravan left Bokhara. Most of the pre- 
sent assembly most be aware of the great number of Bri- 
tish soldiers returned as missing after the late dreadful 
disaster at Cabul ; now a great many of these unfortunate 
creatures, he doubted not, are languishing in captivity at 
Khiva and Bokhara, the great slave-markets ; and should 
the excellent Dr. Wolff return to England with a single 
British corporal, he (Captain Grover) would be amply 
repaid for the trouble and anxiety this expedition has 
occasioned him. (Loud cheers.) He could not avoid- 
mentioning one circumstance : the friends of Captain 
ConoUy had induced the Sultan to write a letter to the 
Hmmeer of Bokhara ordering the release of the captives : 
many of the present auditors are well aware that the 
Sultan s order would be obeyed with the greater respect 
at Bokhara than at Constantinople ; now this letter had 
been stopped by Colonel Shiel and sent back. He (Cap- 
tain Grover) would not trust himself to make any remark 
on this most extraordinary occurrence. He felt most 
grateful for the aid he was now receiving from the 
Government, and he was glad that he had now arrived at 
the' most pleasing part of his narrative. The committee 
unanimously appointed at the previous meeting had been 
most kindly received by Lord Aberdeen, who had pro- 
mised every thing they had asked, and every promise 
made by the noble lord had been fulfilled to the very 
letter. (Loud cheers.) Should this enterprise succeed. 
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he (Captain Ghrover) would unhesitatingly say that no one 
would more heartily rejoice than the noble Secretary for 
Foreign Afiairs. Every thing had been done by the pre- 
sent Government to aid them, and the thanks of all who 
took any interest in the present expedition were emi* 
nently due to them. Thanks were also due to the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, who had sent a supply of 
Hebrew Bibles. The Peninsular and Oriental Steam 
Company had kindly offered the Doctor a passage to Con- 
stantinople at half the usual charge. (Cheers.) He 
(Captain Orover) would only say, in conclusion, that he 
thought there was something extraordinary in the manner 
in which he and Dr. Wolff had been brought in con- 
nexion — the one a learned, pious, Protestant divine, and 
the other a mere soldier. He recognised therein the hand 
of Providence, without which no human exertion would 
be of any benefit ; and he sincerely trusted the hand of 
Providence would guide the Reverend Doctor in his 
approaching perilous expedition. (Loud cheers.) 

The Rev. Dr. Wolff then rose, and was received with 
enthusiastic applause. That bis auditors might be the 
better enabled to form an opinion of the probability of 
success in this bis second expedition to Bokhara, he would 
give them a short account of his first visit to that inter- 
esting couqtry in the year 1832. He arrived at Ickartoo, 
the frontier town of Bokhara, in February in that year, 
after long wandering through a cold, inhospitable desert, 
drinking melted snow, and making tea with it. He was 
here told what be bad previously heard, that the travel- 
lers, Moorcroft and Trebeck, bad been barbarously mur- 
dered by the Khan of Bokhara, and many people endea- 
voured to persuade him to return. His arrival was 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPENDIX. 329 

immediately notified to the Goosh Bekee, or ear of the 
king, to whom it was also made known that the travel- 
ler's purpose was to visit Bokhara and Balkh, to converse 
with the Jews about Jesus, and to endeavour to trace 
tfiere the ten tribes of Israel. During the course of 
eighteen years that he had been a missionary to the Jews, 
he had never concealed his object. While at Jerusalem, 
a conversation took place between him and a celebrated 
Rabbi about the ten tribes of Israel, when the latter ex- 
pressed his opinion that the lost tribe would be found at 
Bokhara and Samarcand ; this was borne out by the 26th 
Terse of the 5th chap. 1st Book of Chronicles : ** And the 
God of Israel stirred up the spirit of Pul, king of Assyria, 
and the spirit of Tilgath-pilneser, king of Assyria, and 
he carried them away, even the Reubenites, and the 
Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh, and brought 
them unto Halah, and Habor, and Hara, and to the river 
Gozan, unto this day." He took with him letters of intro- 
duction from various persons with whom he came in con- 
tact, and on no occasion did he meet with injury when 
boldly avowing the object of his mission. He had, how- 
ever, been beaten, plundered, and enslaved by the Turko- 
mans, but such was the respect shewn to the dervishes, or 
ministers of religion, in which character he always tra- 
velled, that the chiefs restored his property and set him 
at liberty. When sold as a slave, his personal vanity was 
certainly not flattered when he found that he was only 
valued at five tomauns. He entered the supposed Habor 
of Scripture on a horse sent for him by the Goosh Bekee, 
with his Hebrew Bible and Greek Testament in his hand. 
With this minister, and with the principal Jews, he had 
many interesting religious discussions. Near the city of Bok- 
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hara, he met a very intelligentJooking dervish, who, after 
a long and close scrutiny, remarked that th# Doctor was 
a foreigner and a Feringhee, and asked what was the ob- 
ject of his journey ; being told that he was a Christian 
missionary to the Jews, he said, " As that is the case, I 
must make you a present." The Doctor replied, that he 
desired no present. The dervish said, *' Yes, yes, I must 
make you a present," and then spat in the Doctor's face. 
(Laughter.) In all countries he had found good*humour 
the best passport. He found the Jews of Bokhara exceed- 
ingly ignorant both of their own religion and of the people 
among whom they dwelt. The Moolahs were quite indig- 
nant when he asked if Moorcroft and Trebeck had been 
murdered at Bokhara, and clearly satisfied the Doctor 
that there was no foundation for such a statement. The 
Doctor gave his reasons for totally disbelieving the Per- 
sian Mohammed Saleh's statement, and he felt satisfied 
that if the Almighty had spared the lives of Stoddart and 
ConoUy, he should have the happiness of restoring them 
to their family and country. He was quite sure they had 
not been murdered. The mode of execution described by 
this Persian, the cutting off of heads, was not used at 
Bokhara. They never cut off heads — never shed blood. 
He set out on this mission without the least apprehension 
for his own safety, and he implored the prayers of the 
British people for his success. (Loud cheers.) 

Mr. J. S. Buckingham moved a vote of thanks to the . 
Rev. Dr. Wolff, for the manner in which he had volun- 
tered to start to Bokhara, to relieve the anxious minds of 
the numerous friends of these distinguished sufferers. He 
had known the Rev. Doctor many years, and he felt no 
doubt he would succeed. Some persons thought that the 
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Doctor was an enthusiast; undoubtedly he was an enthu- 
siast, and norfe but an enthusiast would ever accomplish 
what the Doctor was about to undertake. An enthusiast 
was a man who was prepared to sacrifice his own ease and 
comfort for the benefit of others. From the Reverend 
Doctor's knowledge of the Persian language, together with 
his ecclesiastical character, no one was so well qualified to 
prosecute the inquiry to a successful issue. 

Dr. Burnes (brother to the lamented Sir A. Bumes) 
seconded the motion, and regretted to inform the meeting, 
that half the sum required was not yet subscribed. 

Captain Moorsom then handed in a resolution of 
thanks to Captain Grover. 

Sir J. Bryant, the chairman, said, before they parted, 
the meeting had one more duty to discharge ; but, previously 
to submitting the motion to their consideration, he begged 
to detain them for a moment. He need not declare to 
them the interest he took in the object of the meeting. 
Colonel Stoddart he was not personally acquainted with, 
but he shared, with all who knew him, in admiration of 
his character, and sorrow for his dreadful fate. Captain 
ConoUy he knew intimately. Captain ConoUy was of a 
truly noble family, which had powerful claims on the 
gratitude of their country. One brother had died a 
prisoner with the Affghan, Mahomed Akbar Khan ; ano- 
ther had been shot through the heart while aide-de-camp 
to General Sir Robert Sale ; the third, Arthur, was the 
subject of their present anxiety and fear. In 1832, he 
(the chairman) had first met Captain Conolly on the 
frontier of British India, where, still in his Asiatic dress, 
he had arrived from England, through Russia, Persia, 
and Afighanistan. The journal of his travels is before 
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the public. In 1832, he met Captain Couolly again on a 
very remarkable occasion, as the kind and affectionate 
companion of their friend Dr. Wolff, in his personal con- 
troversy with the Mahomedan doctors on the verity of 
their respective religions ; a repetition which he (the 
chairman) again attended, in the capital of Oade, in the 
presence of the Mahomedan king and all his court. How 
was it that these two officers had been left to linger in 
misery and suffering unutterable ? Seized, too, in the 
course of their public duty — for Colonel Stoddart was 
deputed by the English ambassador in Persia; and 
Captain ConoUy was deputed to Khiva by the English 
envoy at Cabool. Colonel Stoddart had contrived to 
communicate to Captain Conolly his miserable condition, 
and his belief, that the presence of Captain Conolly at 
Bokhara would effect his release, or alleviate the rigour 
of his confinement. Captain Conolly, accredited to 
Khiva, was not so to Bokhara, but disregarding his own 
safety, and consulting but his own generous heart, be 
repaired to Bokhara, and was instantly thrown into the 
same dungeon with his friend. He (the chairman) must 
repeat, he could not understand how these two high- 
spirited, high- talented, and enterprising officers could 
have been left by their governments of England and 
India to their miserable fate ; or, if any efforts have been 
made, why have they not been communicated to the 
British public ? The silence of the Oovernment has had 
a baneful effect; many kind and generous hearts had 
abstained from contributing to the fund, thinking the 
Government must have positive and authentic informa- 
tion ; that the mission of Dr. Wolff was a mere visionary 
scheme ; that it was too late. He (the chairman) thought 
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it never could be too late while a doubt existed. There 
was a letter from Captain Conolly to his brother, stating 
the misery and horrible condition of himself and his com- 
panion. Did no one in authority or power read it ? Did 
no one hear the yoice of Stoddart, his proud and noble 
reply, when the Russian ambassador applied for his 
liberation ? *' I will not be indebted to Russia, to a 
foreign state, for my rescue. I will wait until my 
country demands me." The brother of Captain Conolly 
has despatched two agents from India to Bokhara, to 
attempt the liberation of these unfortunate officers, or to 
ascertain their fate; but he (the chairman) thought it 
would be more to the honour of England if the expense 
of Mr. ConoUy's attempts, and of Dr. Wolff's mission, 
had been adopted by the Goyemment, instead of leaving 
it to the efforts of a brother's affection, or of a few sympa- 
thising individuals, who have rallied round the noble and 
generous spirit who originated, promoted, and, what this 
day proved, had accomplished their holy mission : that 
generous heart was Captain Grover. Dr. Wolff, who 
had undertaken the mission, without the slightest benefit 
to himself, with merely the expenses of his journey paid 
— Dr. Wolff was his (the chairman's) old and valued 
friend. They had met on various and singular occasions, 
enabling him to appreciate his moral courage, his onward 
singleness in every accepted duty, based on dependence 
on Divine protection ; and it must be a cause of gratitude 
and satisfaction that such a messenger had presented 
himself. Consistently with what we all know of our 
reverend friend — his former visit to Bokhara, his ac* 
quaintance with the Ameer and chief men, with their 
language and usages — his extensive general knowledge of 
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Asiatic countries, cemented by his personal attachment to 
Captain Conolly — all point him out as the most fit, the 
most educated) and the most desirable instrument for 
this anxious enterprise. Dr. Wolff is sanguine in his 
expectations of success. Let us pray for the blessing of 
the Almighty on his enterprise ; that we may hear of his 
arrival in safety at Bokhara; and that soon, turning 
again his face to the west, he may, with our rescued 
countrymen, set out on his way rejoicing. 

The chairman then read the motion : — 

'' That the thanks of this meeting are eminently due 
to Captain Groyer for the manner in which he has brought 
this subject before us; and that this meeting cannot 
separate, without expressing its admiration of his efforts 
in the highest cause of humanity, and for the support of 
our national honour." 

The chairman then said, the conduct of Captain 
Orover was of no common character ; and he therefore 
proposed, that all — ladies as well as gentlemen — should 
rise, as a mark of respect and admiration to that officer, 
who has furnished the means of dispatching Dr. Wolff. 
(The meeting all rose, with loud cheers.) 

Captain Grover acknowledged the compliment; ob- 
serving, that, in having offered to go out himself to 
Bokhara, he had certainly no exclusive merit, and he 
would venture to say, there was not a regiment in the 
service that would not furnish half-a-dozen officers who 
would volunteer for the same purpose. He had received 
many applications from officers desirous of accompanying 
Dr. Wolff; among others, Colonel Edward Napier had 
volunteered, if he could be allowed to go as a British 
officer. 
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A motion of thanks to the gallant chainnan was 
proposed by Captain Downes, R.N., and carried by 
acclamation. 



VL 

FIRST REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE 
STODDART AND CONOLLY FUND. 

Thb Committee, in making their First Report, deem 
it advisable to accompany it with a brief account of the 
origin of the Association, and of the coarse of its proceed- 
ings up to the present time. 

On the 13th of June, 1843, Captain John Grover 
proposed to the Commander-in-chief to proceed to Bok- 
hara, at his own cost and risk, in order to obtain the 
release of Colonel Stoddart and Captain ConoUy from 
captivity, or at least to procure certain intelligence of 
their state, requesting only that the object of his journey 
should be recognised. Government, however, declined to 
invest Captain Grover with what might be considered an 
official character ; and as such an enterprise, if under- 
taken by a mere private traveller, could hold out but 
little hope of success, nothing further was done at that 
period. 

On the 6th of July, the Rev. Dr. Joseph Wolff pub- 
lished in the Morning Herald an address to the officers of 
the British Army, in which he offered to proceed to 
Bokhara for the above*mentioned purposes, and disclaim- 
ing any compensation even in case of success ; his know- 
ledge of the customs of the country inducing him to 
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believe that the reports which had been circulated, of 
the captives having been put to death, were unfounded. 

On the 7th of September, a Public Meeting was held 
at the Crown and Anchor tavern, in the Strand, Captain 
Grover in the chair, at which it was resolved that it was 
desirable, in the uncertainty respecting the lives of those 
officers, to ascertain the real facts of the case — that a 
Committee should be appointed to communicate with 
Government on the subject — that they should avail 
themselves immediately of the bold and disinterested offer 
of Dr. Wolff — and that a public subscription should be 
opened to collect the necessary funds. 

On the 23d of September the Committee waited upon 
the Earl of Aberdeen, who received them with the 
greatest courtesy, and promised them every assistance 
in his power towards the accomplishment of the object in 
view. 

On the 11th of October, a Second Public Meeting was 
held, at the Hanover Square Rooms, Major-General Sir 
Jeremiah Bryant, C.B., in the chair; at which Dr. Wolff 
took leave. On this occasion Dr. Wolff alluded to his 
travels in Bokhara between the years 1830 and 1834, and 
stated, as the grounds on which he hoped for success, 
his local experience of that and the adjacent countries, 
his knowledge of their dialects, and the circumstance of 
his having several friends, persons of distinction, in the 
city of Bokhara. 

The subscriptions up to that time having been very 
limited. Captain Grover advanced Five Hundred Pounds 
to Dr. Wolff, in order to enable him to set out imme- 
diately ; and accordingly he sailed from Southampton, in 
the Iberia steam-vessel, on the 14th of October, the 
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Oriental Peninsular Steam Navigation Company having 
most liberally consented to take half the usual fare. On 
the 20th he arrived at Gibraltar ; on the 26th, at Malta ; 
and at Athens on the 29th. There he had an interview 
with E^ng Otho; and his progress was essentially pro- 
moted by Sir James Stirling, the senior naval officer. 

He reached Constantinople on the 3d of November, 
where he learnt, through Mr. Layard, that some natives 
of Bokhara, lately arrived, asserted that the prisoners 
were alive six months before, and that there had been no 
execution. 

Dr. Wolff, in his letters, expresses his grateful sense 
of the attention which he has received from all persons in 
authority under Her Majesty's Government ; and the 
Committee gladly take this opportunity to acknowledge 
the valuable assistance which they have already received 
from the Earl of Aberdeen, as well as the kind interest 
which his Lordship takes in the successful result of this 
truly Christian and patriotic enterprise. 

It may be satisfactory, not only to the anxious friends 
of Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conolly, but to the 
relatives of those officers whose names are returned as 
'' doubtful" in the lists of deaths during the late dis- 
astrous retreat from Caubul, to know, that, if ransom be 
required. Dr. Wolff has been authorised to draw upon the 
private funds of an individual of the Committee in behalf 
of any British prisoners that may be found at Bokhara or 
Khiva. 

John Gbover, 
Captain Unattached, 
President of the Committee. 

February \st, 1844. 

z 
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VII. 



SECOND REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE 
STODDART AND CONOLLY FUND. 

The last Report of the Committeey which was printed, 
and circulated among the subscribers, gave an account of 
Dr. Wolff's proceedings to the time of his departure from 
Constantinople. 

As the Committee have published in the newspapers 
all the principal facts Dr. Wolff has from time to time 
commmunicated to them, and as the reverend gentleman 
will himself give a detailed account of his mission, the 
Committee will merely state, that an official letter was 
received from Dr. Wolff, written by order of the King of 
Bokhara, in which that sovereign proclaims that he put 
to death the two British envoys in the month of July, 
1843. 

Having written that letter, under a promise that he 
should be allowed to depart immediately. Dr. Wolff was 
confined more strictly than ever, guards were even placed 
round his bed. 

The Committee considering that money might be 
necessary to obtain Dr. Wolff's release, a communication 
was made to Government on the subject, and Lord 
Aberdeen agreed to allow her Majesty's envoy at Tehran 
to make such advances as might be necessary for Dr. 
Wolff*s safety, on a guarantee being given for the 
repayment. 

Captain Grover gave the required guarantee, and a 
bill of exchange, drawn in favour of her Majesty's envoy 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPENDIX. 339 

at Tehran vras presented to Captain Orover from the 
Foreign Office, and immediately paid by that gentleman, 
who received back the guarantee. 

The Committee, therefore, passed a resolution, pledg- 
ing themselves to take prompt measures to repay Captain 
Grover the sum so advanced, and they feel confident that 
this appeal to the public will not be made in vain. 

The Committee have to express their admiration of 
the conduct of Dr. Wolff in overcoming all the obstacles 
that opposed his journey to Bokhara, particularly in con- 
tinuing his journey from Meshed, notwithstanding the 
threats of Mohammed Ali Seraaf (in whose possession was 
found property, to a large amount, belonging to Colonel 
Stoddart) and Saleh Mohammed, called the Akhoonzadeh, 
upon whose statement, which he admitted to Dr. Wolff 
was unfounded, the name of Colonel Stoddart was struck 
out of the Army-List. 

Every means was adopted by these men to persuade 
Dr. Wolff that he was going to certain destruction. 
These threats induced most of Dr. Wolff's attendants to 
abandon him, but they had no effect upon Dr. Wolff, who 
would have continued his journey had he been abandoned 
by every one. 

The Committee cannot conclude without expressing a 
hope, that Dr. Wolff's efforts, for a purpose which ^ught 
to have been considered national, are duly appreciated by 
the British nation. 

John Groveb, 

Captain Unattached, 
President 
April 23, 1846. 
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VIII. 

REPORT OF THE MEETING AT EXETER HALL. 

Great interest was excited in the metropolis in tiie 
early part of the last week, by the annonncement of a 
meeting, to be held at Exeter Hall, on Thursday the 1st 
of May, for the purpose of receiving from Dr. Wolff an 
account of his mission to Bokhara. Two o'clock was the 
hour announced for the commencement of the proceedings 
of the day, but long before that period the great hall was 
crowded to suffocation, by expectant auditors, anxious to 
learn, from the Doctor's own lips, the history of the dan- 
gers and sufferings, which he had undergone, in the noble 
task which he had set himself, of ascertaining the late of 
Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conolly. 

At the proper time the chair was taken by Admiral 
Sir Edward Codrington, G.C.B., F.R.S. 

The business was commenced by reading the advertise- 
ment convening the meeting, after which, 

Caj^tain Grover, who was loudly cheered, read a letter 
addressed to Dr. Wolff by Major-General Sir Jeremiah 
Bryant, C.B., a Director of the East-India Company, 
expressing regret that indisposition prevented his being 
present at the meeting, and admiration of the noble spirit 
manifested by Dr. Wolff, in undertaking and prosecuting 
his arduous and dangerous mission. 

The Secretaiy having read the report of the com- 
mittee, 

Captain Grover then advanced to the front of the plat- 
form, and said he wished to say one word with respect to 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPENDIX. 341 

that paragraph of the Report, which related to the recom* 
mendation of the committee, that an appeal should be 
made to the public, to reimburse him for the money he 
had advanced for the mission of Dr. Wolff. He begged 
distinctly to state, that he would not receive any sum 
from any public or private subscription, to reimburse him 
for the money he had advanced for Dr. Wolff's liberation. 
(Cheers.) When the money was advanced in February, 
Sir Joseph Copley had sent to say, that he would pay half. 
(Cheers.) Their gallant chairman had also offered to pay 
half. (Cheers.) He had received letters from Birming- 
ham and Dublin, offering to raise the sum by subscrip- 
tion, in those places, and two ladies had actually sent him 
subscriptions by post. (Cheers.) He had gratefully de- 
clined all these offers, as he felt honoured and delighted 
that his 400/. had been the means of restoring to her 
Majesty such a subject as Dr. Wolff. (Cheers.) Before 
Dr. Wolff had set out on his mission, some persons had 
objected to him as a visionary and an enthusiast, who 
would never be content to abide by the directions of the 
committee. He had, however, but one observation to 
make on that point, and that was, that Dr. Wolff had 
carried out the instructions of the committee to the very 
letter. When urged to remain at Constantinople, and to 
send on a messenger to Bokhara, Dr. Wolff had replied, 
*' No; I have my written instructions, and from them I 
will not swerve." (Cheers.) He would now beg to intro- 
duce Dr. Wolff to the meeting. (Cheers.) 

The gallant captain, having retired for a couple of 
minutes, reappeared, leading in Dr. Wolff, who was 
greeted with the most enthusiastic cheering. 

Dr. Wolff having advanced to the centre of the plat- 
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form, was again enthusiastically cheered. After the cheer- 
ing had somewhat subsided, he commenced his address. 
The reverend doctor then entered into the details of his 
perilous journey, and gave such a vivid and characteristic 
description of the many dangers he had gone through, 
that he worked up his admiring audience to a pitch of 
excitement, which they frequently gave vent to in loud 
and long-continued bursts of applause. In fact, so strik- 
ing and forcible was his account, that whilst listening to 
him, we almost imagined we were ourselves enduring 
the perils and fatigues he was describing. The learned 
doctor addressed an attentive and untired audience for 
upwards of two hours ; but, as he intends to publish an 
account of his travels, we will not anticipate the work by 
a detailed report. 

On the conclusion of his narrative, Dr. Wolff retired 
from the platform, amidst renewed applause from his 
delighted audience, whose sympathies he had so power- 
fully enlisted. 

The Rev. Mr. Stoddart was introduced to the meeting 
by the chairman as the brother of Colonel Stoddart, and 
was warmly received. He said he would not detain the 
meeting for many minutes, after the long address which 
they had just heard from Dr. Wolff. He did not think 
there could be a second opinion in that room, or through- 
out England, respecting the conduct of that enterprising 
traveller. (Hear, and cheers.) It was not alone the 
Christian public of this country, but the whole civilised 
world, who must entertain the deepest feelings of respect 
for the manner in which, at the hazard of his life, he had 
undertaken that mission, and for the intrepidity with 
which he had carried it out; and be (Mr. Stoddart) 
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trosted that tbe public feefing towards Dr. Wolff would 
be exhibited in some most substantial manner, worthy of 
the nation's admiration, and of his own high merits. 
(Hear, and cheers.) There were, however, one or two 
expressions in the speech of Dr. Wolff to which he r^retted 
being obliged to take exception. He had spoken of his 
brother (the late (Dolonel Stoddart) as of a man being of 
a harsh and intemperate spirit. Of course. Dr. Wolff 
only spoke of what he had heard from others, but, unless 
upholding the honour of England before a brutal tyrant 
was proof of an intemperate spirit, his brother did not 
deserve such a character. (Loud cheers.) Another point 
to which he wished to refer was the swift recantation of 
the unhappy step which his brother had been induced to 
take, at the advice of his friends around him, to put on, 
for a few days or weeks, the disguise of Mahomedanism. 
It should be remembered, that while in the lions* den he 
made that recantation, but that in shedding his blood he 
died in the faith of Christ. This circumstance was most 
satisfactory to all his friends in England, and more parti- 
cularly to the members of his family. But there were 
other slurs cast upon his brother's memory, which were 
wholly without foundation, and to which he wished to be 
allowed to refer. It was said, that his brother was a mere 
soldier, and incapable of any self-control. With those 
who had been acquainted with Colonel Stoddart, it would 
be impossible for him to enhance the esteem with which 
his character was remembered, but with the public at 
large some explanation was perhaps necessary. The 
reverend gentleman then proceeded to describe the high 
estimation in which his brother had been held for his 
acquirements and ability while connected with the Naval 
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and Military Museum, and while Secretary to the Civil 
Engineers, as well as in his subsequent pursuits as an 
Eastern diplomatist. He also read extracts from letters 
written by Colonel Stoddart, while serving under the late 
Sir William M'Naghten in India, to shew his love of 
peace, and his moral and religious tone of character. He 
then continued to observe, that the unkindest cut of all 
towards his unfortunate brother was contained in the un« 
founded attacks which were made upon his character after 
his death. Some unfounded attacks had also been made 
upon Lord Aberdeen, and he thought it but just towards 
that nobleman to state, that his brother's appointment 
on the staff of Bokhara was the act of Lord Palmerston, 
and not of the present government. He was persuaded^ 
that though the government might not have done all that 
was to be wished for, still there had been no wilful aban- 
donment or sacrifice of the unfortunate captives, or no 
attempt made to withhold the truth concerning them from 
the public. He attributed the fate of the prisoners to the 
interception of letters addressed in their behalf, and to 
other acts of treachery in the countries through which all 
communications for them had to pass. The last point to 
which he had to come was, what (to say the least) he 
should call the cruel misrepresentations which had been 
made in a recent publication. He had no hesitation in 
declaring before Captain Grover, that most cruel and 
most false assertions had been made by him. (Cries of 
^* Oh, oh," and considerable excitement, during which the 
reverend gentleman resumed his seat.) 

Captain Grover said he was never more astonished in 
his life than on hearing the last sentence that had fallen 
from the reverend gentleman. 
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The Reverend Mr. Stoddart, holding up a book in his 
hand, said, I allude to this. 

Captain Grover said he had not intended to trespass 
again on the time of the meeting, but after what had just 
passed he wished to explain why it was that he had taken 
the subject originally in hand. Colonel Stoddart had 
been a very dear friend of his ; and why he should be 
reproached for any exertions which he had made to ascer- 
tain his fate, and that, too, by the family of his friend, 
was to him quite unaccountable. In 1841, it was believed 
that Colonel Stoddart had been murdered at Bokhara, and 
his family accordingly went into mourning for him ; but 
be (Captain Grover) alone felt unsatisfied as to the accu- 
racy of the accounts that had been received. 

The Rev. Mr. Stoddart. — We did not mourn for him. 
Many false statements have been made, and that is one 
of them. (Loud cries of *' Order.") 

Captain Grover said he had understood the fact to be 
as he had stated. 

The Rev. Mr. Stoddart.— It is a falsehood, and I must 
contradict it. (Great confusion here prevailed — ^lond cries 
of " Order," " Chair, chair," and " Shame, shame," were 
uttered, and nearly the entire meeting appeared to join in 
them.) 

The Chairman expressed his deep regret that the 
reverend gentleman should have interrupted the meeting 
as he had done. Captain Grover had a right to offer any 
explanation which he wished to make, after the charge 
that had been made against him^ but before he proceeded 
he (the chairman) wished to observe, that he had known 
Colonel Stoddart almost from his infancy, as also his 
family, and he therefore felt deeply interested for his fate. 
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He had attended the meetings of the committee^ and he 
could solemnly say, that he never heard Captain Orover, 
on any occasion, make use of a single sentence which was 
not in praise of the character of Colonel Stoddart, and 
he certainly left no effort untried to ensure his safety. 
(Cheers.) 

Captain Grover said he never expected to live to see 
the day when such imputations as those which he had 
just heard would be made against him, and, above all, 
that they would be made by a relation of his friend. 
About two years ago, he heard the subject of Colonel 
Stoddart's imprisonment spoken of in Italy. He had 
been previously in Africa, wbere it formed the frequent 
subject of conversation among ofiicers of the French army. 
While attending as a member of the Royal Society at the 
Congress in Florence, he was asked, if it had never 
occurred to him that Colonel Stoddart had been aban- 
doned by the British government. He said it had not ; 
but the remark, coupled what what he had previously 
heard in Africa, induced him at once to return home and 
make further inquiries. He offered to go out to Bokhara 
on his own responsibility, and at his own expense, to 
make inquiries after his friend, and all he asked from the 
government was, a letter to shew that he was not a spy. 
He would not now enter into the question of how far the 
government was justified in the course it had taken. 
(Hear, hear, hear.) He saw the account which had been 
given by Sali Mahomed to Colonel Shiel, and for which 
he was so well paid, but he did not believe it. That same 
Sali since admitted to Dr. Wolff, that he might have 
been wrong in giving it, though it was on its authority 
that the name of Colonel Stoddart had been struck out of 
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the Army -List. Dr. Wolff received four or five other 
acoounts of the transaction, on reaching Bokhara, all dif- 
ferent from each other ; and all these must be false except 
one. Dr. Wolff, on reaching Bokhara, was asked if he 
was authorised hy the British government to claim Captain 
Conolly if he was still alive. He was forced to admit that 
he was not ; (hear, hear,) but it was extraordinary that 
such a question should be asked of him, if that officer had 
been put to death. The king himself had given three 
reasons for putting the officers to death, though, for a 
tyrant, one might be supposed more than enough. One 
of these was, thai Colonel Stoddart had relapsed after 
becoming a Mahomedan ; but that occurred three or four 
years before. The second reason was, that he had be- 
haved disrespectiuUy, but that was in 1839 ; and the third 
was, that he had arrived without letters from the Queen ; 
but that was absurd, as he had been left at least four or 
five years alive in the country. It was certainly remark- 
able, that no relative of either of the officers had ever 
thanked him. (Hear.) After some other remarks, the 
gallant gentleman resumed his seat amid loud cheers. 

. Captain Randall, an uncle to Colonel Stoddart, was 
introduced to the meeting by the Chairman, and read a por- 
tion of a letter, written by his eldest niece in 1842, referring 
to the great grief of the &mily, and to the interest which 
the government shewed for the fitte of her brother. He 
expressed his conviction that Captain Grover had not the 
slightest reason for casting any imputation on Lord Aber- 
deen, or any of the present ministry. He regretted that 
his nephew had expressed himself intemperately, but he 
hoped the meeting would make an allowance for the posi- 
tion in which he was placed. 
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Mr. Buckingham bore teBtimony to the kind manner 
in which Captain Grover had always spoken in the com- 
mittee of Colonel Stoddart and his family. He thought it 
quite unnecessary, that any defence of Lord Palmerstoa 
or Lord Aberdeen should be made at that meeting, as no 
attack had been made upon either of these noblemen in 
the proceedings of that day. He would only observe in 
addition, on this part of the subject, that he was present 
at two meetings which the committee had with Lord 
Aberdeen, and one of the objections ui^ed by his lordship 
was, that the government had already recommended that 
pensions should be granted to the families of these officers 
in the firm belief of their death ; and that, if the matter 
was disturbed again, the pensions would perhaps be sus- 
pended. (Hear, hear.) The committee replied, that they 
did not wish to disturb any arrangements between the 
government and families of the victims, but that they be- 
lieved them to be still living, and that, at all events, they 
thought two British officers ought not to be murdered 
without an inquiry being instituted as to their death. 
(Hear, hear.) In conclusion, he begged to express a 
hope, that the reverend gentleman would withdraw the 
epithet of ** falsehood," which he had applied to Captain 
Grover. 

Captain Randal said he should regard it as an impera- 
tive duty to impress on his nephew the necessity of 
making every reparation in his power for the insult he 
had ofiered. He had been an officer in her Majesty's 
service for upwards of forty years, and he felt that a 
charge of falsehood, coming out of the mouth of an 
officer, was unworthy of him, but it was infinitely worse 
coming out of the mouth of a clergyman. (Hear, hear.) 
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The Rev. Mr. Stoddart said, he was sorry that any 
remarks of his should interrupt the harmony of the meet- 
ing. He had stated distinctly, that he concurred in the 
praise that was given to Dr. Wolff. His family felt 
thankful for what had been done ; but, as iar as the state- 
ments which were contained in the book which he then 
held in his hand were concerned, he could not conceive 
how they could be substantiated. 

Dr. Wolff said he could not but express his regret at 
the attack that had been made upon his friend, Captain 
Grover, after his great and disinterested exertions in 
favour of a brother-officer. He thought the brother of 
the murdered Colonel Stoddart ought to have kissed the 
hands of Captain Grover, instead of coming forward to 
abuse him ; and he must, therefore, call upon him, in the 
name of Jesus Christ, to come forward and apologise for 
what he had said. (Hear.) 

Captain Randal came forward, amidst a scene of con- 
siderable confusion^ but could not obtain a hearing. 

Dr. Wolf. — He is not deserving the office of a clergy- 
man, if he does not make an apology. (Hear, hear, and 
cheers.) 

The Chairman having at length restored silence, 

Captain Randal said he had endeavoured to impress 
his nephew with a sense of his very improper conduct, 
and that was a mild word to make use of. He was one 
of those who thought it no degradation to apologise when 
he was in the wrong, though he would shed the last drop 
of his blood rather than apologise^ if he believed himself 
to be right. (Hear, hear, hear.) He must admit, that 
his nephew had acted in a most improper manner. (Hear, 
hear, and loud calls for an apology.) 
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The Rev. Mr. Stodtlart, with mnch emphasis. — No 
apology. (Hisses, and much aproar.) 

The Chainnan wished the meeting woald give the 
reverend gentleman an opportunity of expressing his 
regret for what he had said, even though he should not 
be disposed to apologise. (Hear, hear.) 

The Rev. Mr. Stoddart — I can make no apolc^ for the 
sincere conviction of my heart, but I will say. that I am 
sorry the words I have used should have such an effect 
upon the meeting. (** Oh, oh," and cries of ** You ought 
to be turned out.") 

The Chairman said, he must declare it to be Very un- 
becoming in Mr. Stoddart to refuse making an apology 
after he had procured him a hearing. In his opinion, 
Mr. Stoddart had done himself great discredit as a man, a 
gentleman, and a clergyman, by his conduct. (Hear.) 

Mr. St. John suggested that there might be a misun* 
derstanding of what had fallen from Dr. Wolff. (Cries of 
•' No, no," and " Sit down.") 

After some remarks from the Chairman, 

The Rev. Mr. Stoddart, amidst a storm of hisses and 
loud cries of ** Oh, oh," said, that he had no objection to 
express his regret that his language had not been satis- 
factorj/lto the meeting. 

Mr^ Buckingham recommended 'that a resolution be 
passed, expressing the opinion of the meeting on the con- 
duct of the Rev. Mr. Stoddart. 

The Rev. Mr. Stoddart repeated that he could not 
alter his conviction. 

Mr. Pownall addressed the meeting at some length, 
and moved a resolution, that the meeting heard with infi- 
nite pleasure the narrative given by Dr. Wolff^ that they 
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hailed his presence among them with delight, and that 
they would with gratitude and pleasure contribute to 
repay Captain Groyer the expenses which he had incurred 
on account of the enterprise. 

The Rey. Dr. Worthington seconded the motion, and 
bore eyidence to the great exertions of Captain Grover, 
and to the high merits <tf Dr. Wolff. 

Captain Groyer said he could not think of receiying 
any contributions from the public ; but, if the Sovereign 
or the Parliament repaid him his advances, he would 
consider it an honour to receive it, and a just compliment 
to Dr. Wolff. 

Captain Randal wished to observe that her Majesty 
had already granted out of her private purse annuities of 
752. to each of his two nieces. 

Mr. St. John moved the thanks of the meeting to 
Captain Grover, for his great exertions in the case of 
Colonel Stoddart and Captain ConoUy. 

The resolution was carried amidst loud cheers. 

A resolution was then passed for the reappointment of 
the Stoddart Committee, for the purpose of collecting a 
national testimonial for Dr. Wolff. 

The Rev. Dr. Worthington was then called (o the 
chair^ when, on the motion of Sir Thomas Aciand, 
seconded by Lord de Mauley, the thanks of the meeting 
were voted to the prior chairman, and the meeting 
separated. 
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IX. 
THE REV. G. STODDART, 

To the Editor of the N(yrfolk Chronicle. 

Sir, 

As I have not seen the remarks I made at Exeter 
Hall, on Wednesday last reported with sufficient fulness 
to be clear to the majority of those that may read them, 
and I have been severely commented on (whereas I con- 
sider that I shall have the judgment of all men of honour 
in my favour, as soon as the real circumstances of the 
case are understood), I shall feel obliged by your inserting 
your paper the following statements : — 

My most explicit concurrence was given in approba- 
tion of the undertaking of Dr. Wolff and the intrepidity 
with which he had accomplished his perilous journey ; and 
my congratulations were offered on his safe return. I 
then said, that although to those who had been acquainted 
with Captain ConoUy and Colonel Stoddart no words were 
necessary to enhance the admiration of their characters, at 
the same time I felt that a few words were necessary for 
those who had not known my brother, with respect to 
some slurs which had been recently thrown out against 
him, and that there were some misconceptions in the 
public mind which required to be corrected. I first 
adverted to a statement which had been made in a recent 
publication, and which had been an hour before partially 
reiterated, that Colonel Stoddart was a person of hasty 
and intemperate feelings, utterly destitute of self-control, 
and in fact a mere soldier, but unfit for a diplomatic 
employment. In reply to which I stated, that his qualifi- 
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cations were by no means exclusively military, and I 
adduced, as evidence, the high satisfaction that had been 
universally expressed as to his fulfilment of his duties as 
secretary at the Naval and Military Museum ; and^ sub- 
sequently, when appointed secretary to the Institution of 
Civil Engineers, that distinguished body of scientific men 
testified their entire approval of his talents and spirited 
co-operation in advancement of the arts and sciences, by 
a vote of thanks, accompanied by a handsome chrono- 
meter, at his quitting that profession to enter upon his 
employment with the embassy to Persia. Not satisfied 
with serving his country as a mere soldier, he desired to 
enter upon the difficult and perilous field of Eastern 
diplomacy, and fulfilled with credit his appointment. 
While at Teheran, he was, moreover, desirous of availing 
himself of every opportunity of promoting any plan 
fiivourable to the better civilisation or Christian en. 
lightenment of the benighted people around him. 
Further, to shew that he was not wrapt up solely in 
mere military matters, I stated the fact, that, in writing 
to myself on one of the anniversaries of hb birth-day, he 
informed me, that he had been that day occupying him- 
self, as his highest enjoyment, in procuring the liberation 
of some slaves, and transmitting them to their homes ; 
and, to shew how much more highly he esteemed the 
promotion of peace than all the honours of war, I read 
aloud the first part of the following letter, written on the 
occasion of his being the happy instrument of putting an 
end to the campaign before Herai^ — 

" My dearest George, — Wish me joy, and thank God 
that the Shah has consented, on the 14tb inst., to put an 
end to this war, and that I am the peace-maker: you 

A A 
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will probably see all in the papers. I can say no more. 
I cannot tell you how thankful to the Almighty I feel at 
being the humble means of effecting this happy change 
from war to peace. I am quite well, thank God. Give 
JanCy Alfred, and Agnes this news ; and ever believe me 
to be, my dearest Geoi^e, with best love to Charlotte and 
your children, your ever affectionate brother, 

(Signed) " C. Stoddart. 

''August 16, 1838. 
" The camp before Herat. 

" Yesterday eighteen years you saw me pass the 
Rubicon of service in the army." 

I then succinctly remarked, that I held in my hands 
letters from the late lamented Sir Wm. M'Naghten, from 
Major D'Arcy Todd, &c., stating that every possible 
exertion was making, and should continue to be made, on 
my brother's behalf, from the representatives of our 
government in the countries nearest to Bokhara ; more- 
over, that the conveyance of letters of several branches of 
Colonel Stoddart's family to him was purposely delayed 
(which circumstance will explain what is adverted to in 
Captain Grover's book, " Bokhara Victims," page 19). 
Sir Wm. M*Naghten says, "I could not at present 
forward your letters without compromising your brother's 
safety. The system of espionage at Bokhara is so strict, 
that the receipt by him of an English letter would 
certainly be found out, and as certainly followed by fresh 
ill-treatment." 

I moreover reminded the meeting, that Dr. Wolff had 
expressly stated, that several letters which had been 
written from European courts in favour of my brother 
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had been intercepted, and were stated to have been 
de1;ained from reaching Bokhara. I remarked, that his 
coarageons bearing and unwillingness to submit to 
derogatory servile prostration were not likely to be cen- 
snred hy Englishmen^ or to be called intemperate insub- 
jection ; and that he had only complied with the recom- 
mendation of those around him to assume the outward 
disguise of Mahomedanism, after publicly avowing it 
would be only a mere outward compliance, and after 
urging long and hard against it, till the executioners 
were brought to his prison door with pick and spade, 
^J^gging his grave before his eyes, and this after months 
of exhaustion under his cruel oppressors ; and which 
compliance himself most poignantly regretted — and 
moreover recalled while he was yet in " that lions' den," 
and surrounded by the same cruel men ; and that at his 
last moments he exclaimed to the executioner, '' Go tell 
the tyrant that I die a Christian, with no atom of 
Mahomedanism about me.*' I expressed, that I deemed 
these considerations should shelter his memory from all 
unkind remarks; and I thought it the unkindest cut of 
all, that one assuming to have been his particular friend 
should give currency to any painful observations. 

Having thus said something to vindicate my brother 
from unjust reflections, I turned to the imputations upon 
government, respecting exertions on behalf of the lamented 
officers ; and I stated that, in the first place. Lord Aber- 
deen, against whom so much was alleged, was not respon- 
sible at all for the appointment of my brother to diplomatic 
service in Bokhara, as it had, in fact, been made in the 
time of his predecessor ; and that it was the opinion of 
myself and other relatives, that, however we may now 
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regret that some more effectual step was not taken, all 
that was thought advisable to be done, and all that cir- 
cumstances permitted, was attempted on their behalf; 
and that there had been no deliberate abandonment of 
those officers (see page vi of the Dedication and page 242) 
— no political sacrifice (as stated in pages 46 and 47) — ^no 
reluctance on the part of government to furnish full infor- 
mation respecting them, or any wish to keep the public 
in the dark, or to mislead public opinion respecting their 
fate (see page 90); but I did consider, that there had been 
from other quarters much vexatious annoyance and calum- 
niation of the Foreign Office ; and this carried to the 
extent of vindicating that wretch, the King of Bokhara, 
in contrast with the honour of the British government 
(page 233) ; and that a slur had been thrown upon the 
British nation by a pitiful and useless appeal to Russia 
for the protection of English subjects, as if our govern- 
ment had not previously enlisted the exertions of the 
Russian government on their behalf. (Page 216, &c.) 

Finally, I stated, that whereas, in the book alluded 
to, '* Bokhara Victims," and in some other channeb, there 
had been allegations against the relatives of the officers 
(page 22) of indifference and apathy, and especially against 
our family, — and as it was out of the power of my sisters 
to rebut such distressing calumnies, — I, before that meet- 
ing and before the world, deliberately charged Captain 
Grover with having made reflections derogatory to my 
brother (pages 3, 4, 8, &c.) — unmerited and vexatious 
complaints against government (pages 46, 47, 242, 277) 
— and with having thrown out most cruel and false asper- 
sions against the families of the deceased officers (p. 22) 
— page about mourning — (and p. 18). I must inform you. 
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that I had had interviews, previous to the meeting, with 
Dr. Wolff and Captain Grover, to ask explanation of 
their remarks, which they most uncivilly refused to give ; 
and that an officer had also that morning mentioned the 
subject to Captain Grover, and told him that I desired he 
would, either himself or through the Chairman, qualify 
his statements, — in which case I need not, perhaps, have 
taken it up ; but he decidedly rejected this proposal. I, 
therefore, felt I had only one course left in defence of my 
brother's honour, and that of our family, — viz. publicly to 
contradict his statements as a tissue of misconceptions 
and misrepresentations. His book, though conversant 
with many topics, is not on that ground worthy of implicit 
reception ; though, with all its malignant accusations in it, 
it is impudently dedicated to Her Majesty* 

1 need not detain you further by recounting the un- 
handsome treatment from the partisans of the Committee, 
nor the unwarrantable and unjust reflections of the Chair- 
man, Sir E. Codrington, from whom I expected more 
fairness ; but I cannot suppose either he or many of my 
assailants had actually read the book of Captain Grover. 

I will not repeat the rancorous animosity, or the intem- 
perate provocations and despicable insinuations, that men 
professing to be actuated by Christian charity and humanity 
poured out against me. I appeal to all men of honour 
and principle to judge between us. Captain Grover's 
book is before the world, and here are my remarks with 
specific references to the passages I complain of. If Sir 
E. Codrington and his assessors can maintain that an 
only surviving brother ought to pass over such vile asper- 
sions upon a dearly loved relative (who was no more to 
be put in the same category with those who posthumously 
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pretend to have been bis intimate friends, tban Hyperion 
to be classed with Satyrs), — ^if they can imagine that a 
brother should pass over reflections against the defence- 
less portions of his family as well as himself, I mast dis- 
claim all communion of feeling with them, and I throw 
their words back, for by such sentiments they utterly and 
hopelessly disgrace themselves as Christians, as officers^ 
and as gentlemen. 

Trusting to your sense o{ justice to the departed^ as 
well as to myself, I request the insertion of this letter in 
the Norfolk and Norwich Chronicle, for which I will, in 
all respects, be responsible. 

I remain, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

GEORGE H. STODDART. 

131 High Street, Eton, QthMay, 1845. 
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Beauvale, Lord 20 

Becher, Capt. R.N 1 

Beckwith, Col. T. C 5 

Best, G." N 1 

Blakely, Edward 10 6 

Blakely, Edw. T 10 6 

Blane, Lieut.-Col 1 

Bodmer, J. G 1 1 

Boetefeur, Alex 1 

Braithwaite, F 1 1 

Brightwine, J 2 

Brockman, Rev. W 1 

Brown, Col. B. C 1 

Browne, Mrs. Ives 2 

Bruce Castle School 1 

Bryant, Maj.-Gen. Sir J. 

C.B 1 



£ 8. 

Bryant, Lady 1 

Buckingham, J. S 5 

Buckmaster, William 1 

Buckmaster and Co 1 

Burchell, Major Heme .... 1 4 
Bumes, Dr. David (brotiier 
of the late Sir Alexander 

Bumes) 2 2 

Bumes, James, Montrose . . 2 2 

Butterworth, Miss, Chelsea 1 

C. J. D 6 

Cambell, A. F 6 

Campbell, Lieut.-Col. J., 

late 97th Regiment. . . . 2 

Cash, N. B 10 

Chichester, Dean of 1 

Clark, B. C, Ceylon 1 1 

Codrington, Adml. Sir Edw. 

G.C.B. F.R.S 10 

Coke, William 2 2 

CoUyer, Col., Tombland . . ' " 

Colquhoun, Lieut.-Col 

Combe, B. H 

Conolly, — , Dover 

Copley, Sir Joseph, Bart. . . 

Copley, Miss 

Copling, Jno 

Cowie, Alexander 

Crewe, Rev. H. R 

Cropper 

Cubitt, William 

Dalben, Miss E 

Dansey, Col. C.B. R.H.A. 

Dent, Edward 

Despard, Capt. (unattached) 

Deverell, Captain 

Dickinson, J., Abbot's Hill 

Donkin, John 

Donne, Miss 

Downes, H. Com. R.N. . . 
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Drew, Jolm o 10 

Dmmmond, the Lady Harriet 6 

Dmmmond, Henry ao 

D*UriMui, Mi^or 5 

Durrant, Mrs a 

E.T 10 

E. M. L 10 

E ldcrtha w , W o 10 

EUerton, Mrs 3 10 

Elliott, T. £., Regent's Sq. 3 2 

Ellis, Right Hon. Henry .. 5 
Empeen, Lieat., Pjnissian 

Army 10 

ErsUne, Miss Mary 10 

Every, John i o 

Ewen, Mrs., Dedham (Col- 
lection) 8 3 6 

Ewing, James 31 o 

Friend 6 

Do 10 6 

Field, Joshua 2 3 

Forster, Miss i o 

Frere, Right Hon. J. H., 

Malta 30 

Frere, George Edward .... 100 

Friend, a o 10 6 

G.D 5 

Q.S 10 6 

Goodeve, Mrs o 5 

Graham, Capt. James l 

Greene, Capt.R.N., Norwich 10 

Greene, Mrs. ditto. . 5 

Greene, Mrs. J. ditto. . 10 

Greene, Miss ditto. . 6 

Greene, Miss £. ditto. . 5 

Greene, Miss A. ditto. . 2 

Greene, Rev. J. M i o 

Greene, Edward 3 o 

Greswell, Rev. Edw. Fellow 

ofCorpus Christ!, Oxford 5 

Grover, Capt. F.R.S 20 

Grover, Miss o 10 

Grover, I. Thomas i o 

Gnmey, Hudson 25 

H. Mr. and Mrs. (per Hatch- 

ards') ^ 2 

H.I 5 

H. M. (Forres) i o 

H. N 10 

Hammersley, Hugh i i o 

Harvey, Maj.-Gen. Sir Ro- 
bert John, C.B 5 

Hanghton, A., MlHtary Se- 
minary, Addiscombe . . 5 

Hayne, Captain i o 

Herbert, Col. C. 3 o o 

Herring, Miss i o 

Highton, Rev. H., Rugby. . 3 3 



£ i. d. 

HilHard, George i o o 

Himibe, A i o 

Hodgson, General 2 

Holford,R. S.' 2 

Honeywood, Col., J. E 1 i 

Hooper, Rev. J 5 

Hopldnson, Charles 3 

Hoste, Col. Sir George l l o 

Hotham, lieut. A. T l o o 

Housley, Samuel 6 5 

Hoosley, Mrs i i o 

Howell, John 2 

Hubbard, Mrs. Egerton. ... 100 

Humfrey, Iient.-Col 10 

Hussell, Rev. C. S 1 i o 

Hyndham, — i o 

J. H 5 

Jenkins, Capt. 25th Reg. . . 10 

Johnson, Octavius 1 o 

Johnson, Robert I i o 

Johnstone, S 1 o 

Kay, Sir William, Bart.. ... 220 

Kennedy, E. S i i o 

King, Capt. E. R 5 

L.M.H 1 

Lady, a 2 

Lady, a o 10 

Lady, in Worcester i o 

Lady, an Irish i o 

Lady, from Ireland i o 

Ladies, in Exeter o 6 

Leycester, Miss i o 

Leycester, Miss Emma .... 100 

Lindley, William 2 2 

Lowe, George i i o 

Lynde, J. G 1 i o 

M.F 1 

M. 1 10 

M. and L 10 

Macdonald, Lieut. 42d Regt. 10 

M'Dougall, Col. Sir Duncan 10 

Mahon, Miss Catherine 10 

Maitland, Capt i o 

Manby, Charles, Sec. Ins. 

Civ. Eng 1 

Marett, Mrs. Elizabeth 5 

Marshall, P i o 

Marx, — 2 o 

Mason, Mrs., Necton 5 

Mason, Miss, ditto 5 

Mann, G. F 2 

Maule, G. B i o 

M'Tagart, Mrs i i a 

Mayor, Rev. C, Rugby 10 

Melbourne, the Viscount . . 20 

Miller, Capt. (unattached). . lie 

Molyneux, E i i o 
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£ t. d. 

Moonom, Ciqyt. W. S 6 

Morse, Miss 5 

Morse, Miss E 5 

Mortimer, ThomAs Hill 10 

Murchison, R. J., Pres. Rl. 

Geo. Soc 6 0.0 

Mylne, William C l 1 

Napier, Lady 1 

Napier, Lieat.-Col. Edward 10 

Napier, Capt. R«N 1 

Newton, William 10 6 

Nisbett, Henry 1 1 

Officer's Sister, aa 10 

Oldham, Thomas 1 l 

P. (per A. B.) 1 

Pag^t, the Lady Augusta . . 10 

Palmer, G. H 110 

Palmer, H. R 10 

Partridge, Miss 5 

Pasley, Mi^.-Gen 9 2 

Patteson, Mrs., Cringleton 10 

Patteson, Rer. W. F 1 

Patteson, Miss S 

Penley, Mi^or George 1 

Phillips, Rev. Howells, M.A. 110 

Pike, Thomas 1 

Potter, WaUam 1 

Preston, Isaac, jun 1 1 

Provis, W. A 6 

Pnrssford, J 1 

Quilter, Miss S. A 10 

Railton, WUliam 3 3 

Raper, Lieut. R.N l 

Readon, G 2 6 

Record, Editor of the 110 

Reynolds, Miss 5 

Rickman, W. C 1 

Ripon, the Bishop of 5 

Robertson, Miss 5 

Robinson, Rev. David 2 

Roffey, Mrs 1 

S.H.V 4 

Sandwith, Major. -Gen 2 

Sandwith, Col. B 1 1 

Sandwith, Mrs. B 1 1 

Scotch Friend of Dr. Wolff 20 

Seymour, Miss, Bristol 10 

Sibley, Robert 1 1 

Simpson, James 3 3 

Shropshire, a few Friends in 3 110 



£ «. d. 

Singleton, the Lady Mary . . 10 

Singleton, James 2 

Skinner, Miss Mary E 10 

Skrine,H 6 

Smith, Richard I 

Southey,T 3 3 

Spanish Bondholder 2 

Sparrow, the Lady Olivia'.. 10 

Stedman, Richard 10 6 

« Stormer of Ghuznee and 

KheUt" 1 

Storr, John 6 

Stuart, Capt. C, Gren. Gds. 6 

Stuart, Mrs. C 1 

Sufferer by the Cabul disas- 
ters 2 2 

Summer, Richard 4 4 

Tkylor, Miyor-Gen.H. G.A. 10 

Taylor, John 1 1 

Teed, Mrs 1 1 

Tennent, Richard Dillon . . 10 

Thompson, Mig.-Gen. Harry 10 

Thompson, — , Conduit St. . 10 

Tolver, Samuel 1 1 

Tonna,L.H.J 1 

Towns, W. C 6 

Traver,H 10 

Trench, Lieut. F.C.66thReg. 1 

Tnmbull, George 2 2 

Vigne,G.J 6 

Vogan, Mrs 1 (T 

W. F. Clapham 10 

W.N 1 

Wade,MajorC.B. 13th Reg. 1 

Wake, Miss, Brighton .... 20 

Wake, Miss Eliza 1 

Walker, James, F.R.S 20 

Walker, Lieut. Bethune J.. . 6 

Webster, John 1 

Webster, Rev. Hill 1 

Westminster, the Marquessof 20 

Whitmore, Lady 10 

Whitworth, Joseph 1 1 

Wichsteed, Thomas 6 5 

Wilson, Lieut. R.N 1 

Wingfield, Col. the Hon. E. 1 

Woodford,Major-Gen.SirJ. 6 

Wodehouse, the Misses 10 

Wodehouse, Miss A 1 

Wright, MajorT 2 

Young Irishwoman 1 
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Collected by Francis Stevens, Esq., Her Mcgesty's Consul at TreUzonde^ 
for the expenses of Dr,Woljgrs Journey from that city to Erzeroom, 

Piastres. 

Le CheyaHer de Gherai, Rnssiui Consul 1000 

F. Sterens, Esq 800 

Monsieur de dairambanlt, French Consul 400 

J. H. Cbamaud, Esq*! Frederick Chamaud, British Merchants 800 

F. Casolani, M. Dand, R. Casolani 300 

W.P.Dickson !W0 

R. W. Stevens, Esq 300 

G. Marcopoly 300 

Monsieur Outrey 200 

The Rev. William Johnston 50 

The Rev. E. Bliss 50 

Total collected piastres 4400 



Subscriptions from India per Agra Bank. 

Rupees. 

Sleeman, Colonel 200 

Youngy Colonel 50 

250 £22 13 2 



Per Bank of Western India. 

Rupees. 

Sandys, Migor 50 

Arrow, Lieutenant W. G 10 

60 6 7 6 



Total received from India £28 8 



This Account does not include the sum of 129/. I5s. remitted from India 
to Dr. Wolff's private Account. 



*^* Should there he any error or omission in the ahove list, the 
Author would be glad to have it notified for correction at another 
opportunity. 



Digitized by 



Google 



INDEX. 



Abbas Kouli Khan, PerBian 
Ambassador at Bokhara, 127 ; 
Meerza, 123 
Abd-ool-Samet Khan, Memoir 
of, 123; ordered to convey 
ConoUy to Bokhara, 34; ex- 
torts from Dr. Wolff a Bill for 
5000 Tomans, 127; his Pro- 
posal to Dr. Wolff, 110 
Abd-ool-Halick (Dosterhanci), 

or Chief Cook, 17 
Aberdeen, Earl of, 57,60; his De- 
vout Prayer, 238 
Addington, Mr. Interview with 

the Author, 50 
Albemarle, Ship, 197 
Ameer of Bokhara, 6 ; is aston- 
ished that Stoddart refuses to 
dismount from his Horse, 6; 
orders Stoddart to be impri- 
soned in the dark Well, 12; 
forces Stoddart to become a 
Mussulman, 13; receives a 
Letter from the Sultan, 31 ; 
writes to the Queen of Eng- 
land, 31 ; announces his Inten- 
tion of sending Stoddart to 
Russia, 31 ; allows ConoUy to 
come to Eiokhara, 32; orders 
Conolly*s Attendance, 33; the 
Bearer of Lord Palmerston^s 
Letter murdered in his Palace, 
37 ; sees Stoddart on the Pub- 
lic Square, 6 
Andre, Major, an allusion to his 

Fate, 234 
Anxiety, extraordinary of the 
British Government to esta- 



blish a Belief of the Death of 
their envoys, 188 
Argument^ a Sovereign, 162 

Beetee Islands, 198 

Bifrons, a Bolognese Menechino 
(Note), 183 

Bill of Exchange, 138 

Bloomfield, Honourable, British 
Minister at St. Petersburg, 215 

Bluster, 238 

Bode, Baron de, 1 1 1 

Bokhara, not in Persia, 28 

Bokhara, Inhabitants of, wish the 
English or Russians would 
take their Country, 128 

Bokhara, Military Force, 111 

Bowring, Dr., asks a Question in 
the House of Commons, 185 

Bryant, Major-General Sir Jere- 
miah, C.B., promotes Chevalier 
Dillon's Expedition, 201 

Bull-dog, an English, 240 

Bumes, Sir R., 123 

Campbell, Sir John, 250 
Carbmiere, the Neapolitan, 29 
Castlereagh, Lord, 193 
Catechism, Falstaff*8, 168 
Cabvl, the last Attack upon, re- 

triefod our Honour, 236 
Ciiarli^ X. rewards Captain Dil- 
lon, 206 
Cicero, Maxim of, 181 
Combermere, Lord, 200 
Committee, Names of, 71 ; Inter- 
view with Lord Aberdeen, 72 



Digitized by 



Google 



364 



INDEX. 



Committee, Besolution of, 167; 
Extracts from the Minutes, 166, 
275; l8t Report of; 335; 2d 
Report of, 338 

Comparison, a Degrading one, 192 

Conolly obtains Permission to 
visit Bokhara, 32 ; first Inter- 
view with the Ameer, 35 ; se- 
cond Interview, 36; Ransom 
of, 84 

Contradictions, Parliamentary, 
173 

Correspondence of the Foreign 
Office compared with the Mm- 
taiy Departments, 163 

Courage, what is it P 28 

Cur, a cowardly one, 239 

Covraids, Number much greater 
than is generally supposed, 239 

Debates, Parliamentary, 173 

Debt, how to prevent Repudia- 
tion of, 240 

Delhi Gazette, Extract from, 92 

D^Entrecasteaux, General, 197 

Dilemma, a, 84 

Dil Hassan Khaii, 127 

Dillon, Captain le Chevalier, 191 

Djizakh, 38 

Diplomacy, 165 

Diplomatists, regular, not sent 
on Dangerous Missions, 22 

Distinction, a Foreign Office, 167 

Dowlat degraded, 236 

D*Urville, Captain Dumont, 202 

Duty, a Soldier's sense of, 27 

EUenborough, Lord, his Extra- 
ordinary Letter, 41 

Etiquette, Ooz-beg, 8 

Expediency, no Latin equivalent, 
166 

Farce, an Italian, 183 
Fausse Position, a, 227 
Fejee Islands, 198 
Foreign-Office Reasoning, 165 ; 

Ignorance of Central Asia, 187 
France saved from the Disgrace 

of Repudiation by General 

Jackson, 240 



Friend, a Right Honourable, gives 
Advice to the Author, 62 

Gen d*Arme, Conversation with, 
29 

Gentleman, the Old Roman, of 
Ostia, 165 

Geography, Official Ignorance of, 
28 

George III^ 192 

Ghersi, M., 88 

**God save the Queen,** played 
at Bokhara, 273 

Government, the British, 233 

Government, French, contrasted 
with the British, 191 

Grover, Captain, beginning of his 
Acquaintance witn Stoddart, 3 ; 
why he first entertained the 
Idea that Colonel Stoddart and 
Captain Conolly were alive, 46 ; 
French General's Remarks to, 
47 ; arrives in England, and 
writes to the Military Secretary, 
48; Interview with ditto, 49; 
writes to Lord Aberdeen, 49 ; 
Interview with Mr. Addington, 
50; withdraws his claim for 
Promotion, 65 ; first Interview 
with Dr. Wolff, 67 ; publishes 
an *' Appeal,** 69 ; calls a Pub- 
lic Meeting, 70; Interviews 
with Lord Aberdeen, 72; ac- 
companies Dr. Wolff to South- 
ampton, 81 ; private Letter to 
Lord Aberdeen concerning the 
Ransom, 85; his Opinion about 
the Cause of Colonel Stoddart's 
Imprisonment, 102 ; offers a 
second time to proceed to Bok- 
hara, 106 ; receives a grave In- 
sult from the Earl of Aberdeen, 
156 ; his Letter in consequence, 
159 ; Lord Aberdeen's Reply, 
160 ; gives Colonel ShieVs Dis- 
patch concerning Jacoob from 
memory, 185 ; Comments upon 
the I^orance of the British 
Government of the Affairs of 
Central Asia, 187-88; his Anx- 
iety about Dr. Wolff, 188 ; taken 
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for a Frenchman, 222 ; -pBLjs a 
Bill for 4002., drawn in mvour 
of her Mi^esty's Envoy in Per- 
sia, 138 

Guarantee, the, 135; Returned, 
140 

Harington, Hon. J. H. 201 

Hint, a Friendly, 64 

Hint for Improving the Foreign 
Office, 277 

Hit, a Palpable, 164 

Hiigel, Baron, Anecdote of, 54 

Ibrahim, MooUa, declares that 
Colonel Stoddart and Captain 
ConoUy have not been put to 
Death, 92 

Individual, Defence of an absent, 
233 

Ignorance of the Foreign Office, 
accounted for, 188 

Innocent Travellers, Colonel 
Stoddart and Captain Conolly 
claimed as such by CreneraL 
Peroffsky, 39 ; by Lord Ellen- 
borough, 42 

Instructions to Dr. Wolff from 
the Committee, 77 

Intelligence, Suppression of, 90 

Jaoooas Statement, 177; Com- 
ments on, 184 

Jackson, Greneral, 240 

Jews at Bokhara, 111 

Junaid, Mirza, the priest, attended 
Colonel Stoddart when Sick, 
91 

Kermadec, Captain de, 197 

Khiva, King o^ tells Captain 
Abbott why Colonel Stoddart 
vnis detained at Bokhara, 99 

Koomsedda, 186 

Kostromitinoff, interpreter to the 
Russian Mission, 32 

Krusenstem, Admiral, writes to 
the Author, and sends the 
Medal that he had received 
from the Fleet, 224 

Labillardi^re, M., 197 

Language, Proper and States- 
manlike, of Sir R. Peel, 237 

L' Astrolabe, French Corvette, 
202, 203 



Latin Grammar, Extract from, 
168 

Layard, Mr., writes to Dr. Wolff, 
82 

Lesseps, M., 194 

Letters fh>m Colonel Stoddart, 
14-19; Lord EUenborough^s, 
concerning Innocent Travel- 
lers, 41 

Liars, Persian, 58 

Machiavelli, 145 

Mofras, M. Duflos de, 241 

Mannicolo, Island of, 198, 203 

Mausam-e-Djooneet, the King's 
Physician, 18 

Medem, Count de, 120 ; his Dis- 
patch, 88 ; Interview with Dr. 
Wolff, 93 

Meeree Schab, chief of the police 
at Bokhara, 16 

Meimanah, 5 

Memorandum of an Interview 
witii Lord Aberdeen concern- 
ing the Guarantee, 151-7 

Meeting, Public, at Crown and 
Anchor, 315; at Hanover 
Square rooms, 321 ; at Exeter 
Hall, 340 

Minutes of the Committee, Ex- 
tracts from, 166 

Mirza Junaid, the priest, certifies 
to Colonel Stoddart*s existence, 
9 

Mission of Captain Conolly denied 
by Sir B. Peel, 176 ; admitted 
by the same, 178 

Money, a good soldier, 169 

Mohammed Ali, King of Kokan, 
38 ; allows Captain Conolly to 
leave, 33 

Moosa, Moolla, states that Colonel 
Stoddart and Captain Conolly 
have not been killed, 91 

Murchison, Mr., President of the 
Geographical Society, 207 

Names of Committee, 71 

National Assembly, Decree of, 
concerning De la Perouse, 195 ; 
orders De la Perouse^s Name 
to remain in the Navy List, 
197 
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"No Force," 123 

Noses, a foot loDg, 205 

Officers, British, a Frenchman's 
Opinion of their Patriotic De- 
votion, 116; Sense of Duty, 
27 ; Russian, disguised as Mer- 
chants, 115 

Opinion, a le^l one gratis, 166 

Oregon, Territory of, 241 

OwfOlie, a chief of Mannicolo, 
204 

Oozbeg Etiquette, 8 

Palmerston, Lord, writes to the 
Ameer, 37 

Peel's, Sir R., Account of an 
Afghan Gentleman, 186; not 
exact, 187; with a false brief, 
183 

Perkins, the Rev. Justin, receives 
a Letter from Colonel Stoddart, 
13 

Perouse, Count de la, 194 

Persia, left out of the Annual 
Army List, 24 

Persian of good Character, 174 

Persians, immense number de- 
tained at Bokhara, 110 

Persian liars, 58 

Pigs, Consul Pritchard's, 238 * 

Peroffsky, General, obtains Col.. 
Stoddart*s Release, 38; Au- 
thor's Interview with him 
at St. Petersburg, 39; the 
Reason assigned by a French 
writer for his Interference, 
118 

Police, chief of, 16 

Portendic, 241 

Position, contemptible, of our Re- 
lations with Central Asia, 236 

Prayer of Lord Aberdeen, 238 

Prisoners, Ransom of, 84 ; private 
Letter from the Author to Lord 
Aberdeen on the Subject of 
Ransom, 85 

Pritchard, Mr., his Pigs, 238 

Proposal, a frank, 162 

Quarrels, how to avoid, 240 

Questions, difficult to answer, 229 

Raper, 223 

Reparation, obtained for an Artil- 



iCTy Officer by Lord Castle- 
reagh, 193 

Reasons why Colonel Stoddart 
and Captain ConoUy never 
should have been sent to Bok- 
hara, 192 

Reiss, Mahsum Berde, Vizier of 
Bokhara, 5 ; threatens to stab 
Colonel Stoddart, 10 

Reparation, difficulty of obtain- 
ing, 192 

Reports, Substance of, 87 

Report, probable Consequence of 
a false, 94 

Research, 201 

Revue de Paris, 1 1 3 

Ross, Captain, R.N., as dead as a 
Stock-fish, 208 

Russia, the Emperor of, 176 

Russian Mission arrive at Bok- 
hara, 31 

Saleh Mohammed's Account of 
the Execution, 299 ; the Ac- 
count he gives Dr. Wolff, 53 

Salle d'Armes, 163 

Samarcand, 122, 128 ; reported 
that Colonel Stoddart and Cap- 
tain Conolly were alive and 
concealed there, 227 

Science, the noble, 164 

Shawls, belonging to Colonel 
Stoddart, 276 

Shiel, Colonel, his Dispatch con- 
cerning Jacoob given by the Au- 
thor from Memory, 185 ; Envoy 
at Teheran, 58 ; Interview with 
Ambassador from Bokhara, 89, 
120 ; Bill in favour of, for 400/. 
paid by the Author, 138; in- 
clined to believe Lieutenant 
Wyburd's Death, 251 

Soldiers, why French and Eng- 
lish fight better than Spaniards 
and Neapolitans, 30 

Somerset, Lord Fitzroy, Author's 
first Interview, 49 

Soult, Marshal, Work published 
under his Auspices, 241 

Special Pleading, 88 

Statement, Sir Robert Peel's, 174 

Stettin, 226 
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Stoddart, Lieut.- Colonel, placed 
on Half- pay, 3; induces the 
Persians to raise the Siege of 
Herat, 4 ; sent on a Mission to 
Bokhara, 5 ; first Interview 
with the Vizier, id,; refuses 
to dismount from his Horse, 6 ; 
introduced to the Ameer, 8 ; 
Vizier threatens to stah hiin, 
10; Interview with the Chief 
of the Police, 11 ; confined in 
the Dark Well, 12 ; forced to 
become Mussulman, 13 ; is 
placed in charge of the chief 
Cook, 17; nearly starved to 
Death, id,; his Life saved bj 
the King*s Physician, 18 ; his 
Letter from Bokhara, 19 ; re- 
fuses to be sent on a Mission to 
Kussia,27; Attempts to poison 
him, 30 ; taken into favour b^ 
the Ameer, 31 ; takes up his 
Besidence with the Russian 
Mission, 32: hears of ConoU^'s 
Arrival, 34 ; ordered to reside 
with Conollyat the NaiVs, 35; 
fourth Imprisonment, 38 ; re- 
fuses Freedom at the Solicita- 
tion of Russia, 39 ; anxiously 
waits for a Letter from Go- 
vernment, 21 ; Ransom of, 84 
his Agent at Meshed, 120 
openlv professes Christianity, 
128 ; has he been executed ? 264 
Stoddart, Rev. Greo., his conduct 
at a public meeting, 286; his 
defence of Lord Aberdeen, 
356; Admiral Sir Edward 
Codrington's opinion, 350 
Stuart de Rothsay, Lord, Dis- 
patch from, 88 
Subscribers, list of, 359 
Subscriptions checked, 182 
Sultan Mohamed Khan, 124 
Sutledge, imaginary Scene on the 
Fjfontier, 94 



Sympathy diverted, 182 

l^kend, 33 

Todd, Colonel, Opinion of an 
American Missionary, concern- 
ing, 15 

Treasure, a, for the Foreign Office, 
165 

Tucopia, Island of, 198 

United States, 240 

Vigne, Mr., 54 

Wolff, the Lady Georgiana, 80 ; 
Doctor, 77 ; Address to the Offi- 
cers of the British Army, 66 ; 
Interview with the Author, 67 ; 
with the Committee, 77; his 
Instructions, 78 ; his Departure 
for Bokhara, 79; his Letter 
from Constantinople, 81 ; In- 
terview with Count de M6dem, 
93 ; Letters from Bokhara, 127 ; 
to all the Monarchs of Europe, 
128 ; his Danger, 121 ; his Re- 
gard for the Honour of Eng- 
knd, 122, 126 ; his official Let- 
ter from Bokhara, 103; his 
Sufferings at Bokhara from 
not having Authority to claim 
the Captives, 235 

Woronzow, Count, blames Colo- 
nel Stoddart for not abandon- 
ing his Post, 23 

Wyburd, Lieutenant, 245 ; Anec- 
dote of, 246 ; sent to Khiva on 
a secret Mission, 249; Dr. 
Wolff directed to ransom him, 
253; Author's Letter to Lord 
Aberdeen concerning, 253 ; his 
Mission denied, 255 ; his Mis- 
sion admitted, 257; Foreign 
Office says he was sent by the 
India Company, 260 ; the India 
Company say he was sent by 
the Crown, 261 

Yousouf, a Greek, executed at 
Bokhara, 177 
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